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Psalm 138:2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy

lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.

Many years ago I heard a preacher reference this verse and he said that Almighty God holds His own word above His name, and He does so because if His word is not good, then neither is His name. I have never forgotten that. There are innumerable references to the importance of telling the truth in the scriptures so that it should be beyond debate that it’s consistent with Christian behavior to tell the truth and to not deceive. Yet far too often in the Christian camp we see deception, even outright lying. For a person to behave in such a manner, with no conscience toward God of this grievous sin, and no conviction by the Holy Spirit, leaves one to wonder if their conversion is genuine. Consider these scriptures, called the “Seven Abominations”:

Proverbs 6:16-19 These six things doth the LORD hate: yea, seven are an abomination unto him: 17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations, feet that be swift in running to mischief, 19A false witness that speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord among brethren. 

In these verses, two of the seven references are directly related to lying. Whenever I see a politician caught red-handed in a bold lie, I just shake my head and think “wow, this man is not even a Christian, though he says he is.” To intentionally lie to your constituency just to make yourself appear something that you are not is an abomination. Of the Ten Commandments, one of them deals directly with lying:

Exodus 20:6 Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.

Whew. When we consider that lying is in two of the seven abominations, and it’s in one of the Ten Commandments, one quickly gets the picture that the Lord God takes an exceedingly dim view of lying. So why is that? What’s the big deal? Watch any television show over history, from comedies to sit-coms to dramas to westerns to you-name-it and you’ll see lying front and center. There is no blessing in lying. It’s amazing how many persons who name the name of Christ Jesus the Lord think nothing of embellishing the truth, fluffing statistics, spinning a matter, and intentionally deceiving others and then wonder why there is no blessing in their lives. They wonder where God is and what can be the cause of their present calamity, when all the while it is their treacherous heart that is insecure, abusive towards others, and immature.

In the New Testament a married couple was enjoying the signs and wonders of the early church. They got caught up in the moment, when a spirit of giving was sweeping the Christian Community and they wanted in on the glory, without participating in the sacrifice of giving. They conspired to lie to the apostles, to appear to have given all, when in actuality they didn’t give at the level they wanted the apostles to believe they’d given at. They lied and deceived, flat out. It was premeditated. They intentionally set out to deceive others. Consider this from the book of Acts:
Acts 4:31-37 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 32And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. 34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, 35 And laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need. 36 And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 37 Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet. Acts 5:1-11 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession, 2 And kept back part of the price, his wife also being privy to it, and brought a certain part, and laid it at the apostles' feet. 3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and after it was sold, was it not in thine own power? why hast thou conceived this thing in thine heart? thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God. 5 And Ananias hearing these words fell down, and gave up the ghost: and great fear came on all them that heard these things. 6 And the young men arose, wound him up, and carried him out, and buried him. 7 And it was about the space of three hours after, when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in. 8 And Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the land for so much? And she said, Yea, for so much. 9 Then Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door, and shall carry thee out. 10 Then fell she down straightway at his feet, and yielded up the ghost: and the young men came in, and found her dead, and, carrying her forth, buried her by her husband. 11 And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things. 

The church was young. The credibility of the gospel in the Christian church was at stake. This couple lied; they lied to the Holy Ghost. Beloved, persons who intentionally lie to God and God’s servants, with no conscience, even when being confronted, are on thin ice at best and headed to hell at worst. For all time this married couple, a part of the early church, has as their testimony that they lied and lost their lives. What a testimony. They could have been greatly used of God in the early church to advance the cause of Christ, but they lied and it was all over. Today we don’t see people falling over dead like this. This was a special time in the birthing of the early church and there was no margin for sin like this in the camp. But the lesson is clear. Liars at this level are lying to the God they profess to serve. For all time, the names of Ananias and Sapphira are associated with lying. Their word, their spoken word, was worthless, and thus their names are held in contempt. Based on their word, their name is mud. No credibility among credible people.  
As a manger of people in the workplace I have always had two reasons why I’d ever terminate anyone on my staff, and only two reasons, and one of those reasons is if they ever lie to me. I make it very clear that if you lie to me one time we’re through. If you aren’t sick but call in sick and I find out about it, you’re done. If you make a mistake at work and then lie to cover it up, you’re done. If you mislead me intentionally and I find out about it, we’re done. The reason I have this policy is because as a leader in the workplace I have to make decisions. These decisions affect customers and fellow workers. I have to make decisions based on the best available information. Information I get from my staff has to be one-hundred percent reliable. If I cannot trust them then I cannot make decisions based on their word and since that’s my job, they have to go… immediately! I use the apostles’ approach in business, one lie and you’re knocked out. In 15 years I have never had to fire anyone for this transgression. I will add that I repeat this policy in the ears of my staff regularly so they never forget it.

But for the Christian there is a different reason to tell the truth. God, who is all-knowing isn’t like me as a manager having to make decisions based on what others say. No, the reason God wants His people to tell the truth is because Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life as we read in John 14:6  Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. Further, we read in Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Beloved, as Christians we are to be like Christ, we are to be conformed into His image. We are to be transformed! Romans 12:2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. It is a testimony to the Spirit of God working in our lives when were are being renewed, transformed into His image. We who were born in sin, fallen, hell-bound, given to lying, and are then redeemed by Christ Jesus should show it, and our actions and words should show it. When we behave according to the fallen nature, and do so with no conscience then there has been no transformation and we are still dead in our sins. The rules apply to us. They apply to all of us. If you have a penchant for lying and justifying it, then get on your knees, confess your sin, repent, ask God to cleanse you of all unrighteousness, and walk in newness of life. Begin the process of being conformed into the image of Jesus the Lord, which is the goal for all those redeemed by his precious Blood and who name the name of Jesus Christ as Savior.
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