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One of the principal ways that the enemy of your soul, the devil, operates is through deception. He’ll make something look attractive, but the end results are disastrous. The Bible says records in the book of Hebrews that “sin has pleasure for a season.” Jesus knew what the devil was all about. Jesus said in John 10:10, “The thief cometh not but for to steal, to kill, and to destroy. I am come that they might have life and that they might have it more abundantly.” The devil is not your friend. Let’s look at some examples from the Bible…

Greed, Lying, Sickness – Gehazi, 2 Kings 5:20-27

A man named Gehazi was a servant of Elisha, a man of God who worked many miracles in the Old Testament times. Through Elisha’s ministry a military commander, Naaman, was cured of leprosy. Naaman was grateful and wanted to give money to Elisha, but Elisha refused it. But Gehazi overhead the conversation, and here’s what happened.
20But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which he brought: but, as the LORD liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him.  21So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw him running after him, he lighted down from the chariot to meet him, and said, Is all well?  22And he said, All is well. My master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me from mount Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments.  23And Naaman said, Be content, take two talents. And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and laid them upon two of his servants; and they bare them before him.  24And when he came to the tower, he took them from their hand, and bestowed them in the house: and he let the men go, and they departed.  25But he went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no whither.  26And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants?  27The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow.

The end result of Gehazi’s lying and greed was physical sickness and a curse upon himself and his family. The devil comes to steal, kill, and destroy. Steal hopes, dreams, relationships, health, peace – all gone. Question: Is it worth it?
Lust – Betrayal - Death, Amnon, 2 Samuel 13: 14-20

Amnon was one of David’s sons, and he had a real problem with lust. He desired his half-sister Tamar, and after plotting evil with a friend, arranged to be alone with Tamar, and while alone with her he violated her. She was devastated, and Amnon didn’t care.

   14Howbeit he would not hearken unto her voice: but, being stronger than she, forced her, and lay with her.  15Then Amnon hated her exceedingly; so that the hatred wherewith he hated her was greater than the love wherewith he had loved her. And Amnon said unto her, Arise, be gone.  16And she said unto him, There is no cause: this evil in sending me away is greater than the other that thou didst unto me. But he would not hearken unto her.  17Then he called his servant that ministered unto him, and said, Put now this woman out from me, and bolt the door after her.  18And she had a garment of divers colours upon her: for with such robes were the king's daughters that were virgins apparelled. Then his servant brought her out, and bolted the door after her.  19And Tamar put ashes on her head, and rent her garment of divers colours that was on her, and laid her hand on her head, and went on crying.  20And Absalom her brother said unto her, Hath Amnon thy brother been with thee? but hold now thy peace, my sister: he is thy brother; regard not this thing. So Tamar remained desolate in her brother Absalom's house. 
Amnon was killed by Absalom two years later. Amnon died a young man because he couldn’t control his passions. The son of King David, he could have had a good life, but instead he threw it away for a moment’s pleasure. The pleasure didn’t last, for he hated Tamar after it was all said and done. Question: Is it worth it?
Revenge – Exile – Death, Absalom, 2 Samuel 18: 29-33
Absalom’s rage seethed for two years as he plotted to have Amnon killed. Daily he saw Amnon, and daily he had one thought – kill Amnon. Then one day he did just that. Absalom’s days were shortened too. One day, while rebelling against his father King David, in a battle, Absalom became caught in a tree (his hair was very long) and he was killed. Though he was on the run, David mourned for his son. David had a broken heart. Here’s how David reacted to the news of Absalom’s death:

  29And the king said, Is the young man Absalom safe? And Ahimaaz answered, When Joab sent the king's servant, and me thy servant, I saw a great tumult, but I knew not what it was.  30And the king said unto him, Turn aside, and stand here. And he turned aside, and stood still.  31And, behold, Cushi came; and Cushi said, Tidings, my lord the king: for the LORD hath avenged thee this day of all them that rose up against thee.  32And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young man Absalom safe? And Cushi answered, The enemies of my lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is.  33And the king was much moved, and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!

Even though Absalom murdered Amnon (another of David’s sons) and was actively plotting to overthrow David’s kingdom, David still mourned for Absalom. Question: Is it worth it?

I just finished reading a book about a man convicted of fraud who became a Christian and went on to be a pastor. He did seven years and was released before he was 30 years old. This man said that prison was no fun, and that the worst part was that he missed seven Christmases, seven anniversaries, seven birthday celebrations. Before prison he was greedy, he lied, he rationalized, he drove a Ferrari at age 21 and on paper was worth millions, but it all came crashing down. Question: Is it worth it?
Jesus came to bring peace in your heart. You will never know God’s peace so long as you are greedy, lustful, harbor revenge, are rebellious, and are self-centered. You can’t win in the kingdom of God and have these in your heart. You cannot win. Every man faces these emotions, but you have to get the victory over them – and outside of the Spirit of God living in you do you even have the power to do this. The devil destroys relationships, hopes, dreams, robs you of your peace and even your freedom. Today is the day to call upon God for his salvation, and to recommit your life to Christ and his will. Ask God to take from you the attitudes and emotions of your heart that are not pleasing to him, and ask him for his peace. This takes guts, but the end result is that you will have life and have it more abundantly.
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