WORKS
Bob Jordan
P.O. Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072-1530

One of the struggles that plagues most Christians at one time or another is the question of works.  It need not be a subject of confusion, but to the new believer it can be.  This study will answer the question of works in the life of a Christian.  The Bible has a lot to say on the subject, and the Bible does not contradict itself.  The following passage is taken from the Book of James.  James is a "hit and run" writer.  He uses both barrels to communicate God's message, and he used both barrels when he wrote on the subject of works. 

James 2:14-26    What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him?  15  If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,  16  and one of you says to them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and filled," but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?  17  Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.  18  But someone will say, "You have faith, and I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.  19  You believe that there is one God.  You do well.  Even the demons believe-- and tremble!  20  But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?  21  Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?  22  Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect?  23  And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God.   24  You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.  25  Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way?  26  For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 

CHRISTIANS DO NOT BECOME CHRISTIANS BY WORKING FOR IT
When Jesus Christ died for the sin of the world, he said "It is finished."  What was finished?  Jesus fulfilled the Old Testament, or old covenant.  Jesus fulfilled the law, and in doing so ushered in a new covenant, or new agreement-- the New Testament.  The New Testament is founded on the blood of a man, the man Jesus Christ.  Because of this, we do not work for our salvation, we are saved through faith in Jesus Christ.  

The Bible says in Titus 3:5, Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit.  Also, when the Philippian jailer wanted to become a Christian, he said in Acts 16:30-31 ... Sirs, what must I do to be saved?  31  So they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.  Nothing about works, nothing about working your way into God's favor, nothing about building churches, hospitals, or anything like that.  One can be saved simply through faith in Christ.  Again, to prove this point, the Bible says in Romans 10:9-10, That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.  10  For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
WORKS DO PLAY AN IMPORTANT PART IN A CHRISTIANS LIFE
But what about the passage we started off with in James?  Let's bridge the gap between not having to work for our salvation and wherein works are an important part of a Christian's life.  An excellent passage for this is  Ephesians 2:8-10, For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,  9  not of works, lest anyone should boast.  10  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.  This is where the issue of salvation without works and works in the life of a believer is revealed.  The key is that we are not saved by our works.  Jesus did it all.  But once we ARE saved, then, since we do not live unto ourselves, but we are to live for the Lord Jesus Christ, we want to do that which HE desires.  And as we read in Ephesians 2:10, For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.  So we see that God has prepared something for us to do, something unique to us.  We are God's workmanship, we were created by God.  And God wants fruit to be borne in our life just as a orchardman wants fruit off his trees.  We do not work to please God, rather, we love God and we desire to do that which is right, and good works are the right things for a Christian to be doing.

FINAL NOTE ON JAMES
James puts the rubber on the road.  He says that if you say you are a Christian (you have faith), then let's see the RESULTS of it.  Talk is cheap.  A Christian should naturally be involved in good works.  God's heart is toward the poor and the needy.  Ours should be too.  If we do not feel what God feels, then one wonders whether or not we are really Christians.  James says that if you don't help out the guy next to you, then what good is your faith?  James is talking to people who are ALREADY Christians.  James gives the examples of Abraham and Rahab from the Old Testament.  They said things, and they DID things.  Faith is active.  When you have faith in God, it will show.  People will listen to what you say, but they will believe what you DO.  Simply acknowledging that God exists is not the answer.  The demons know God exists, and it doesn't do them any good.  The demons are going to judgment, and nothing will stop it.  Christians must be involved in good works, involved in witnessing, involved in extending the kingdom of God.  If we are not doing that, then what kind of faith do we have?  If we cannot help out someone in need, then what profit is there to our Christianity?  James says in James 1:22, But be doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.  Just do it!  Do it because you love Jesus!!
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