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In the fall of 2009, in New Delhi, India, our Prisoners For Christ ministry team entered the Bosni Jail prepared to minister to hundreds of men. Our native hosts had been praying and fasting for weeks just so we could get in to this very, very large institution. As we were escorted to the south side of the prison we realized we were going to be doing two services, and the first service would be to 120 women inmates, some of whom had little infants and toddlers with them. The PFC ministry team agreed to follow the same format as we had for the coming men’s service, which meant that I’d be preaching the main message. I could have preached the same message that was prepared for the men, but the Spirit of the Lord checked that in my spirit, and I sat down as the service began and asked the Holy Ghost for what message he wanted. The following is what he gave me in that small courtyard before those precious ladies and children…

Good morning ladies, today God has been merciful in allowing us to come to you and to share about the savior of the world, the Lord Jesus Christ. God is interested in you, God cares about women and children. Today we will tell you the good news of the man Christ Jesus and the God of Heaven who cares for you and your children.

I myself have a wife, a mother, a mother-in-law, and eight children, six of whom are girls. Jesus cares about women. In some places women are treated poorly, like property, with no dignity, but this is not God’s will nor is it God’s way. Let me tell you a story of a woman Jesus met. She was a woman of Samaria, a nation despised by the Jews, and here’s Jesus, the Jew, showing kindness and mercy toward her. He starts to talk to her. She’s drawing water from a well and Jesus asks for some water. She gives him some and Jesus begins talking about Living Water, and that when someone drinks of this Living Water, they don’t thirst anymore. This woman had been abused. She had had five husbands, and was living with someone who was not her husband. Nevertheless, Jesus shows great kindness. Even Jesus’ own disciples were amazed that he talked with her. But the woman was converted, and God was now in her life. She went back and told the townspeople about Jesus, and the townspeople believed on Christ because of the woman’s testimony. They said, “now we believe… indeed this is the Christ, the Son of God.” I preached joy and gladness into their hearts, saying how God showed kindness to this woman, and drew her unto himself, and she was used of God to be a blessing to the entire town, a woman who was before abused, but now made clean by Christ Jesus!  John 4:39-42 And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman, which testified, He told me all that ever I did. 40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his own word; 42 And said unto the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world.

Another time Jesus was teaching in the temple and the religious leaders, who were a million kilometers from God, dragged in a woman taken in the act of adultery. She was shown no dignity, no mercy, no compassion, just abuse and ridicule and shame. Jesus came and showed her kindness, even while the religious leaders wanted her stoned to death. But Jesus stooped over and wrote in the sand. Then one by one the accusers left. Jesus looked up and said “woman, where are your accusers, has no one condemned you?” She said, “No one Lord.” Then Jesus said “neither do I condemn you, go and sin no more.” The Bible does say that a harlot is to be stoned, but the Bible also says it has to be out of the mouth of two or more witnesses, and there were no more witnesses. The great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, didn’t violate the scriptures, but he showed how they are used to give life. When Jesus comes, the light is come, and the darkness is no more! John 8:12  Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life.

Then after sharing two stories of the mercy of God toward women, I shifted to speaking about children. I had a pocket full of hard candy that I always carried just in case we did meet some children, either in prison or not. So I shared of the time Jesus was traveling and the children wanted to come up and be with him, but his disciples tried to shut the kids up and say that he was too busy, too important, to stop to see these children. But Jesus Christ the Son of God, the one whom if we have seen him have seen the Father, told the disciples to let the children come to him. And they came and he took them in his arms and blessed them. Then he shared that if we are to enter the kingdom of God we have to be like children, having childlike faith, trusting in our Father. During this part of the message I walked through the congregation and handed candy to every child there. It was a blessing to me, to the moms and of course to the kids! Much smiling, which blesses the Lord. God was glorified in our midst!  Luke 18:15-17  And they brought unto him also infants, that he would touch them: but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 17 Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child shall in no wise enter therein.
After sharing about the children I went back to another story – Jesus and Lazarus, and the sisters of Lazarus, Martha and Mary. Lazarus was sick unto death. Martha and Mary had sent word for Jesus to come. But Jesus was delayed, and in the meanwhile Lazarus died. Jesus arrived and Lazarus was already in the tomb. Martha and Mary were heartbroken, but Jesus is the one who heals the brokenhearted and he was present to minister God’s will. Jesus said Lazarus would rise again, and Martha said she knew that he would rise at the resurrection. But Jesus said that he himself was the resurrection and the life, and he asked if she believed it. She said she did, with a marvelous testimony of her faith in Christ. And I exhorted the women to take Christ as savior, to believe God, and to confess Christ as Lord and Savior, because he has great love, and great mercy toward women and children!  John 11:23-27 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. 24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. 25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? 27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.
The last story I shared was that at the death of Christ, and after he was placed in the tomb, the only ones who went to see him were women. There was Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven demons. Who knows why she was demon possessed – maybe rampant addiction, sorcery, immorality in excess, who knows, but Jesus had great mercy on her and delivered her, and she served Christ the rest of her life. The other Mary was there, Salome was there, and when Jesus was raised from the dead the first person he appeared to was Mary Magdalene! God revealed himself after the resurrection to a woman, a former sinner woman, a woman who loved Christ and showed it! John 20:10-19 Then the disciples went away again unto their own home. 11 But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping... 14 And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away. 16 Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. 

As I concluded the message before the 120 women with their children I said that Jesus came into the world as a baby born of the virgin Mary. God showed great mercy toward her, and she held the Christ-child and cared for the baby. The mother of Jesus, praise God! When all the disciples ran off at the crucifixion of Christ, it was the women who stayed. The first ones to the tomb were the women. Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene first after his resurrection. Jesus would have us to have faith as a child, and children are precious in his sight. 
At the invitation to receive Christ older women and younger women made that commitment to receive and serve Christ the Lord. After this message we were escorted to the larger part of the prison and 750 men came to hear the gospel. It was my joy to preach that message too, which was entitled “I Believe.” Without a microphone I yelled it out, without tears but under the anointing of God, and many men were saved. But the highlight of the day was the earlier women’s service; where I wept at times during the message, and spoke softly, and watched the Spirit of the Lord show his great love and mercy to those women of India as they said ‘Yes’ to Jesus. Afterward our co-leader Don said to me, “now you know how it is, I too cried preaching to women in Rwanda last year! You just can’t help it.” And he was right, you can’t help it. God be magnified, he is a Great God indeed! And that day He again showed The Mercy of God Toward Women and Children. Amen and amen.
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