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Whether a major sporting event, a political race, a successful business, or just about any other enterprise where persons interact, the ones who succeed are the ones who have the winning attributes. I believe that the Bible has the answer for any situation, be it marriage, family, industry, law, order, behavior, anything – the scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, show the will of God either directly or by inference based on the testimony of the scriptures. Let us consider some attributes that are useful in the kingdom of Heaven, but are also useful in the workplace, the home, institutions of learning, anywhere. Let us strive to model these attributes, and internalize them with the help and blessing of the Spirit of God, that we can win at whatever we place our hands to.
2 Peter 1:1-11 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Savior Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3 According as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue: 4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 11 For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

The Christian is swimming upstream. He lives in an environment that is corrupt, an environment wherein the world’s system promotes lust, greed, and all manner of ungodliness. And though we have come out of this world and into the kingdom of God’s dear Son, we still have to be reminded of our election and calling let we forget and return to the old sin nature and make our Christian walk of no effect as we stumble along blindly. No, rather, let us give place for the Lord to work in our lives, and be transformed and win in this life, and when our days are done we shall have an entrance ministered unto us abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Here are nine winning attributes from this short passage of scripture. All nine apply to our Christian life and have spiritual application – all nine also have practical, natural application in this present life, and all can be developed. Let us look at the application to both spiritual and natural life.
	Attribute
	Spiritual Life
	Natural Life

	1. Diligence
	Joyful Sacrifice. Consistent Service. 
	Hard working.

	2. Faith
	Believing God’s promises.
	Risk taking.

	3. Virtue
	A mentor to others.
	Value adding.

	4. Knowledge
	No longer a babe, but a mature Christian.
	Education. Experience.

	5. Temperance
	Moderation in all things, ruled by none.
	Playing by the rules.

	6. Patience
	Enduring hardship for Christ’s sake.
	Waiting your turn.

	7. Godliness
	Reflecting the character of Christ.
	Respectful. Honorable. Lawful.

	8. Brotherly Kindness
	Loving your neighbor as yourself.
	Getting along well with others.

	9. Charity
	Love is the supreme motivation.
	Preferring others above yourself.


1.  Diligence -  the disposition to think and act with a proper sense of urgency and zeal.

The most fruitful, joyous, victorious Christians are the ones diligent in their service to Christ. Whether sick, sorrowful, pressed on many sides – they still advance the kingdom of God both in their own lives and the lives of those around them. So too the Christian worker should be diligent – working hard at his employment, going the extra mile, making a difference even when no one is looking and no credit will be given; the Christian is diligent because it’s a Christian attribute and is well pleasing to God.

· Proverbs 4:23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.

· Hebrews 6:11 And we desire that every one of you do show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end.

· Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

2.  Faith – confidence or trust in a person or thing.
The word “faith,” “faithful,” “faithfulness,” and the like is found over 330 times in the Bible. It’s an important Christian attribute. No Christian will have victory in their lives without faith. The just shall live by faith. We act on faith, we believe God is leading us, and we respond. We walk in victory because we see his hand in response to our faith. In the workplace faith can be looked at like “risk taking.” Having some information, we make decisions and move forward expecting that our efforts will result in a positive outcome. An employee who always plays it safe is as useful as a Christian who never exercises faith (recall the servant with one talent – Matthew 25:14-29). They never achieve nearly what they could have.
· Habakkuk 2:4 … the just shall live by his faith.
· Matthew 9:22 But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw her, he said, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole. And the woman was made whole from that hour.
· Acts 6:8 Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and miracles among the people. 
· Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things unseen. 
3.  Virtue – moral excellence; the quality of doing what is right and avoiding what is wrong.
The Christian lives in a fallen world, and to win as a Christian one must have moral excellence, to be above reproach. Some enter the kingdom of Heaven having come from moral bankruptcy. Yet the restoring heart of God redeems us so whatever our past we can cultivate and add virtue to the attributes we live by. So too the employee who does what is right, follows the rules, stays within the boundaries, and doesn’t cut corners will be highly valued and promoted. Their behavior will add value to the organization and its people. The tone will be set, and others will rise up because of it. They are trusted.

· Proverbs 12:4 A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones.

· Proverbs 31:10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.

· Philippians 4:8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.

4.  Knowledge – acquaintance with facts, truths, or principles, as from study or investigation.

Show me a Christian that understands the fundamental doctrines of the faith and understands the mystery of the kingdom of God (the revelation of Christ Jesus and God’s redemptive plan for mankind) I’ll show you someone who is happy, content, debt-free, useful, capable, honorable, productive, secure and is able to train and equip others for ministry. An employee with knowledge can attain any heights – doctor, lawyer, scientist, professor, tradesman, anything. With knowledge you can do things, make decisions, be effective and efficient because you have tools. This comes after a long time. Any job you can learn in one hour won’t pay much. The more knowledge the better decisions you can make, and that’s what pays. So too as a Christian, the more you know the more valuable to God’s kingdom you are.
· Exodus 31:3 And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship.

· Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

· 2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

5.  Temperance – the ongoing act of moderation or self-restraint; self-control.
The reason a Christian needs to have the attribute of temperance is because it’s the dead opposite of the sin nature. The sin nature wants to rise up, even in the saints, and gratify the flesh. To win as a Christian one has to have self control over the long haul, to work at the Christian disciplines and avoid those actions and behaviors which appeal to our lusts. This is an attribute that comes over time but it has to be worked at consciously. In the workplace this is akin to playing by the rules of the organization, not cutting corners, not swinging “up and down” but being steady, consistent, dependable. This is a prized attribute in the working community and is thus a winning attribute.
· Proverbs 25:28 He that hath no rule over his own spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without walls.

· 1 Corinthians 9:25 And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible.

· Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

· Titus 2:2 That the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.

6.  Patience – the bearing of provocation, annoyance, misfortune, or pain, without complaint, loss of temper, irritation, or the like.
The Christian is going to have to accept the fact that he’s a wanderer, a sojourner, a traveler passing through this world. His heart beats to the heart beat of God and not of the present world’s system and the lust thereof. Because he’s a “misfit” he’s going to be at best teased and at worst hated. He will indeed be subject to provocation, annoyance, misfortune and pain, and he has to handle it even as Christ did, who was our example. This becomes a testimony to the employee as well – the worker who bears up under the unreasonableness of incompetent, petty, or even evil men who impose harshness and injustice to the Christian worker. What a fine opportunity to let the winning attribute of patience have her perfect work done in us – this too is well pleasing to God. The worker also is longsuffering, waiting for God to work in a situation and thus waiting on the Lord. Waiting our turn. Waiting in faith.

· 1 Thessalonians 1:3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;

· 1 Peter 2:23 Who (Jesus), when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously.

· James 1:3-4 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

· Revelation 2:3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast labored, and hast not fainted.
7.  Godliness – conforming to the laws and wishes of God; devout; pious.
Godliness supposes knowledge of God, veneration of God, affection toward God, dependence on God, submission to God, gratitude toward God, and obedience to the commandments and precepts of God. One cannot be godly without knowing the character of Christ. But all of this is developed over time with application of the Word and blessing from the Holy Spirit. It is a winning attribute in our spiritual life as it leaves the channels of communication open between the believer and Almighty God; sin blocks that channel. Further, in the workplace godliness is a winning attribute as we see that we need not be anxious, but rather content, knowing that God is our source and all things are improved with this attribute manifest in our life.
· 1 Timothy 4:8 For bodily exercise profiteth little: but godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.

· 1 Timothy 6:6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.
· Titus 1:1 Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness.
8. Brotherly Kindness – the quality of being warmhearted and considerate and humane and sympathetic toward others.
Christian kindness should be one of the outstanding hallmarks of any Christian. Show me a Christian mean to another Christian and I’ll show you someone you don’t want to be around – ever! It’s a complete contradiction. Brotherly kindness is among the most basic of Christian attributes and is a winning attribute in the home, the church, and the workplace. When you go out of your way, and sacrifice, and show generosity to those who can’t repay, or may not even know what you’ve done, then you are demonstrating what the Bible calls brotherly kindness. In the workplace, when you use your skill and abilities to help someone when you don’t have to, you have benefited them and the organization. You may never get any thanks for it, but God sees it, and God is well pleased, and the blessing is yours!

· Proverbs 19:22  The desire of a man is his kindness: and a poor man is better than a liar.

· Romans 12:10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another.

· 1 Thessalonians 4:9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another.

· Colossians 3:12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering.
· Hebrews 13:1 Let brotherly love continue.

9. Charity – Christian love; agape (Agape: the love of Christians for other persons, corresponding to the love of God for humankind.
Extending brotherly kindness to those outside of the Christian camp is agape love – love for others as Christ loves others. God gave his only Son that we would have right relationship with Him, and when we reach out to others that’s God’s hands extended. God uses ordinary people to reach people. Charity is demonstrating the love of God for those lost and outside of the kingdom of God. When you have the other eight attributes going your way, then a lost world is willing to listen to your message. If you are a hypocrite, no one cares what you say or do – the message falls on deaf ears. In the workplace we win with this attribute because we are in a position to speak into the lives of others from a position of wisdom, knowledge, and with a good testimony.
· Romans 13:10 Love worketh no ill to his neighbor: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

· 1 Corinthians 13:3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.

· 1 Corinthians 13:13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.

· Colossians 3:14 And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.
· Galatians 5:14 For all the law is fulfilled…in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.
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