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This lesson considers Christian doctrine (teaching) and compares it to the teachings of Mormonism, Christian Science, and Jehovah's Witnesses.

INTRODUCTION

Cult Defined

"Cult" is not meant to be a derogatory term. In Christian terminology the word denotes a group that claims to be Christian but deviates notably from the orthodox (orthos - straight; doxa - opinion) teachings of historical Christianity.

Typical Cultist
High School wrestling coach, engineer, research scientist, machine shop supervisor, school teacher, lawyer, etc. In short, ANYBODY. They look like you and me and occupy all levels of social and economic position.

Word Games

The cultist uses Christian terminology, but has his OWN definition. This is a key consideration for the Christian when dealing with a cultist.

Why The Cults?

a)  Apostates: 1 Timothy 4:1, 2  Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron.

b)  Satan:  2 Corinthians 11:13-15  For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose ends will be according to their works.

c) Man's Heart:  Jeremiah 17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?

But They're Good People!

What does the Bible say?  See Jeremiah 29:13, 33:3; Romans 10:9, 10, 13; Revelation 3:20.

The scriptures are clear that ANYONE who searches for God will find Him.  Any cultist or member of a Christian church who doesn't seek God but is comfortable and confident in his spiritual condition, no matter how good they appear outwardly, will die in their sins if they are not born again.

Brief background
Mormonism - founded 1830 by Joseph Smith; succeeded by Brigham Young.  Christian Science - founded 1875 by Mary Baker Eddy.  Jehovah's Witnesses - founded 1879 by Charles Taze Russell; succeeded by Judge J.R. Rutherford.

A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF FIVE MAJOR DOCTRINES
1)
The Source Of Authority
a) Christian: The Bible contains all that is necessary for the service of God and for our salvation.  It is the supreme and final authority in all matters of faith and is the measuring rod by which all teaching is to be judged. (Proverbs 30:5; 2 Timothy 3:16; Galatians 1:8, 9; 2 Peter 1:21; Isaiah 8:20, 55:11; Luke 16:29-31) 

b) Mormon: "We believe the Bible to be the Word of God as far as it is translated correctly.  We also believe the Book of Mormon to be the Word of God." Mormons also believe that the books Doctrine and Covenants and Pearl of Great Price are authoritative.  They recognize one current living prophet, and Mormons believe that "he speaks the oracles of God." 
c) Christian Science: "The Bible is full of errors." Christian Scientists are taught that the final revelation has been given to the late Mary Baker Eddy.  Her book Science and Health is the final authority of Christian Scientist. 

d) Jehovah's Witnesses: They say, "the Bible is full of errors," and their New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures (revised 1961, though theologically and historically inaccurate) is their final authority, together with the teaching of their founders, C.T. Russell and J.R. Rutherford. 

2) The Doctrine Of God 
a) Christian: There are three persons in the Godhead ‑ the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  All these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.  (Matthew 3:16-17, 28:19; 1 John 5:7; Deuteronomy 6:4; Jeremiah 10:10; 2 Corinthians 13:14) 

b) Mormon: "The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are as distinct in their persons and individualities as are any three personages in mortality.  Gods are exhalted human beings.  You must learn how to be gods." (quote by Joseph Smith) 

c) Christian Science: God is "incorporeal, divine, supreme infinite Mind."  He is "infinite, the only Life, substance, Spirit, or Soul, the only intelligence of the universe, including man." 

d) Jehovah's Witnesses: Jehovah's Witnesses teach that the Father is Jehovah; Jesus was created, inferior to Jehovah.  The Holy Spirit is the invisible, bodiless force of the Almighty God. 

3) The Doctrine Of Jesus Christ 

a) Christian: Jesus is God, creator of the universe, one with the Father from eternity.  He took the form of a man, died for the sin of the world, was buried, rose again, ascended into Heaven in a glorified body.  He will come again personally, bodily, and physically visible to judge the living and the dead, and to set up his kingdom. (Colossians 1:15; Philippians 2:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25; 1 Peter 2:24-25; Luke 24; John 1:1-3, 14; Hebrews 4:14-16; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18; Acts 2:31-36; Revelation 11:15-17; 20:4-15) 

b) Mormon: Jesus was a spirit child of Father God, just like Satan was.  Jesus holds a greater position than all the other gods because of his seniority.  This is Mormon teaching. 

c) Christian Science: They teach Jesus is not the Christ, but he is the human man who demonstrated the Christ, the "ideal Truth."  He was the offspring of Mary's self-conscious communion with God. 

d) Jehovah's Witnesses: They say Jesus was created countless millennia ago by Jehovah as the first and only direct creation of the Father.  He is second to the Father, is a god, but not God. 

4) The Doctrine Of Man 

a) Christian: Created by God in His image, in holiness and righteousness to serve and commune with God and to have dominion over creatures.  By free choice sinned, thereby causing mankind to be liable to misery, death, and hell.  At death the souls of believers enter the presence of Christ, the wicked to immediate torment. The bodies rest in the grave until the resurrection; the just unto life, the wicked unto everlasting judgment. (Genesis 1:27, 28; 2:7, 19-22; Romans 5:12-21; 6:23; 1 Corinthians 5:8; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; Revelation 20:5-10)

b) Mormon: "All the gods were originally men, and all men may become gods. The gods of this world beget spiritual offspring by their wife or wives, and these spirits inhabit physical bodies of children as they are born by natural generation."  They also teach that Adam's fall was beneficial because now children can be born. 

c) Christian Science: Man is the "compound idea of infinite spirit; the spiritual image and likeness of god; the full representation of Mind."  Man is "not matter; he is not made up of brains, blood, bones or other material elements." Man is "spiritual and perfect; incapable of sin, sickness and death.  The real man cannot depart from holiness."  (This is not only inaccurate but defies common sense and is confusing.)

d) Jehovah's Witnesses: They teach that man is not immortal, and therefore in his natural state is subject to annihilation; in fact, (they say) human souls are no more immortal than fish, birds, or animals-- just a higher creation. 

5) Salvation / The Atonement 

a) Christian: Salvation is by grace, a free gift of God, through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  He died for the sin of the world.  Those who receive Christ by faith have their sins forgiven, are born of the Spirit, thus becoming children of God and new creatures in Christ Jesus. (1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:23-24; Ephesians 1:7; Titus 3:5; John 1:12-13; 2 Corinthians 5:17) 

b) Mormon: "By his death Jesus canceled the penalty for Adam's sin ONLY, on behalf of ALL men.  The penalty was physical death.  Thus, as a result of the atonement, ALL men are guaranteed immortality.  Individual salvation is attained by works, baptism, obedience to Mormon ordinances, etc."  (Mormons work for their salvation.  This is an abomination before God and minimizes the work of Christ.)
c) Christian Science: Since there is no sin, salvation becomes a meaningless experience.  They teach "Christ came to destroy belief in sin."

d) Jehovah's Witnesses: Their teaching is that salvation is redemption from the ultimate end of sin, which is annihilation.  The atonement of Christ purchased for all men the right to immortality, or to continued existence; it was not, however, a satisfaction of divine justice.  One must faithfully work to obtain everlasting life on earth. (There are no guarantees, and it is constantly repeated to Jehovah's Witnesses that they must prove their faithfulness to Jehovah.)

CONCLUSION

1) The Bible's Challenge

a) 1 Peter 3:15  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to any man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is within you, with meekness and fear.

b) Jude 3  Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 
c) Acts 17:22-29 (Note particularly verse 28) Paul on Mars' Hill speaks to the men of Athens who had so many mixed up beliefs that they even had a monument to an unknown God. (Remember, at the time Athens was the known world's center of philosophy, literature, science, and art.)  Paul quotes the Greek poet Aratus (verse 28) who made a statement concerning the planet Jupiter.  Jupiter was one of their heathen gods!  Note what the scholarly Bible commentator Matthew Henry says of this: 

By this it appears not only that Paul was himself a scholar, but that human learning is both ornamental and serviceable to a gospel minister, especially for the convincing of those that are without; for it enables him to beat them at their own weapons, and to cut off Goliath's head with his own sword. 
2) What The Christian Can Do 
a)  Learn Christian Doctrine
(Do you know the fundamental teachings of the Christian faith?  What do you know about: the trinity, water baptism, the baptism in the Holy Spirit, the five-fold ministry, end times teachings, the five different subjects of this teaching, etc.) 

b) Obtain and read books, pamphlets, tapes on the cults.
(Save money-- use the library or borrow from a friend.) 

c) Listen to Christian radio programs that teach on the cults.
(Example: The Bible Answer Man program, sponsored by the Christian Research Institute; also Bob Larson's show.) 

d) Seek out those in the Body of Christ with experience in dealing with the cults and cultists.
(Where do you go when you have a toothache?  Where should you go to get help understanding the cults?)

e) Have a heart of compassion for the cultist.
They too are ones for whom Christ died. (Four general witnessing tips: (1) Exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ (2) Knowledge of the Word (3) Conscious dependence on the Holy Spirit (4) Love for those who are deluded.)

(Ref.: The Kingdom of the Cults, by Dr. Martin; What the Cults Believe, by Robertson)
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