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Looking back over thirty years of walking with Christ I can safely and assuredly say that being a Christian is a continuing joyful process of learning, growing, and being in right relationship with the Creator of the Universe and the Savior of Men, Jesus Christ the Righteous. But I wasn’t always a Christian. This paper addresses the normal process whereby one comes to faith and ongoing maturity in Christ. We will consider the entire second chapter of the Book of Ephesians.
The Natural Man
Ephesians 2:1-3 And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 2 Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience: 3 Among whom also we all had our conversation in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the children of wrath, even as others. 
Everyone comes into this world dead in trespasses and sins. Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. The Bible tells it like it is.  Adam sinned, and we all get to reap what was sown. Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned. So we had no chance! Doesn’t matter whether you think that’s fair or not, the fact is Adam sinned and passed that sin nature on to the human race. From the Scriptures above in Ephesians we read, and if you look around you can observe, that the unregenerate man, the man who is not born again, has a spirit which is dead, he is dead in sins and a slave to the power of sin. A sinner seeks to fulfill the desires of the flesh and of the mind – it’s our nature, the nature of the natural man. So if we’re dead in sins, What’s Next? Being dead in sins means we can’t communicate with God, and that when we do something as simple as read the Bible we will miss its intention, we won’t understand it. 1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. Somehow we must have our spirit made alive, that’s What’s Next!
The Spiritual Man

Ephesians 2:4-9 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: 7 That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
Jesus said in John 3:6-8 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 8 The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. Jesus said it, and the apostle Paul repeated it in Ephesians, that to have one’s spirit made alive (“quickened”) requires a work of God – God is rich in mercy toward us, the Son of God Christ Jesus saves us by his grace, and the Holy Spirit of God is the agent, the person, the great God who indwells us and makes our spirit alive toward His Spirit. So Adam brought sin into the world, but Jesus Christ made us alive toward God by his perfect death, burial, and resurrection. Romans 5:15 … For if through the offence of one [Adam] many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. Thus through the born again journey we experience the grace of God. Once born again, What’s Next?
Obedience Toward God

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 
When we are born again one of the things we are to do is obey God. We are to get busy advancing the kingdom of God. We are to participate in tangible, practical works for the benefit of this world. James 2:14-17 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Here’s another indication of whether you are born again – are you participating in the good works of the kingdom of God? Are you obedient to the will of God and the leading of God? Remember later on in James 4:17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. OK, so I’m doing good works, What’s Next?
New Citizenship

Ephesians 2:11-16 Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; 12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in the world: 13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 
There was an “old world.” This world had commandments, ordinances, and laws that were unattainable. Pretty depressing. We could strive from now until eternity and not measure up. Double depressing. But that’s not where the story ends! We began as a natural man, now we are born again and have become a spiritual man, we are being obedient to the will of God, but What’s Next? We must understand our citizenship (the source of our rights and responsibilities) is no longer of this world, but is in the heavenlies. We read in Hebrews 11:8-10 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. Jesus said in John 15:19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. The good news is that you are now a citizen of heaven. The bad news is that as long as you live on this earth you’ll be hated for it! Even as the natural Gentile was an alien from the commonwealth of Israel, so too is the Christian an alien from this world (that is, this world’s system) and is a citizen of heaven. When you are a citizen of heaven you need to learn the language of heaven, learn the system, learn the rules, learn the principles, and participate as a citizen with all the privileges and duties of citizenship! Christ Jesus is our peace, who has removed our sin and broken down every wall between us and a Holy God. So act like it! Live like it! Now What’s Next?
On To Maturity
Ephesians 2:17-22  And came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 18 For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father. 19 Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.

As it is normal for a child to be born, to learn to crawl, toddle, walk, grow to adolescence, and develop on to full physical maturity, so too it is normal and expected that a Christian would, after the initial born again experience, go on to maturity in Christ. The apostle Peter wrote in 2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. Maturity is manifested in many areas – the spiritual disciplines: study and knowledge of the Scriptures, effective prayer life and ministry, changed behavior, freedom from addictions, soul-winning, and more. We want to go on to maturity in all of these areas, prospering in the things of God and the work of God. When you are born again, when you are obedient to God, when you are exercising full rights as a citizen of Heaven, then you have your foundation, you are building on that, and becoming a person who is useful to God and His work – you are a habitation for the Spirit of God, you are filled with the Spirit of God. That’s What’s Next! - growing, developing, increasing, and prospering in your walk with Christ Jesus, the Savior of the world!
______________________________________
Being a volunteer prison minister has allowed me to see much over the years. Being a part of the Christian church has allowed me to see much over the years. All of this, together with the inspired Scriptures, has led me to write on the subject of What’s Next?
Consider the various experiences a person could have:

1. Those raised in a Christian home who took Christ as Savior early out and went on to live for Christ.

2. Those raised in a Christian home who rebelled, lived a life of sin, and returned to faith in Christ.

3. Those raised in Christian home who rebelled, lived their whole life apart from Christ, and died in their sins.

4. Those not raised in a Christian home who came to Christ later in life and went on to live for Christ.

5. Those not raised in a Christian home who lived their whole life apart from Christ and died in their sins.

These are broad categories, but you get the idea. All of us predominately fall into one of the five categories. Essentially there are two types of people – those who have had their sins forgiven and have received everlasting life and those who have rejected Christ and are dead in trespasses and sins. At death the one who has had his sins forgiven will go to heaven to be with Christ. At death the one who dies in his sins will go to hell, a place of torment. Both those in heaven and those in hell will have chosen, of their own free will, their destiny.
In the parable of the sower Jesus teaches about the heart of men, how some received the word with gladness but then through carelessness, casualness, a hard heart, the cares of this world, or the pursuit of riches these who had received the word of God missed out, were lost in their sins, and were unproductive.

So What’s Next? How do we come to Christ in the first place? Why do we come to Christ? Why is it that faith has to be a part of this – why can’t God just reveal himself in a way that is easy, logical, clear, and understandable? Why these parables? Why this mystery? Why are there so many ways to interpret the Bible? How come different denominations can’t agree? Why these false religions? It seems like God has allowed a lot of confusion to reign. If he is who he says he is, then why do only a few find the right way?

Here’s how it works… Before the foundation of the earth it was in the mind of God that Christ Jesus would be slain for the sin of the world. Revelation 13:8-9 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. If any man have an ear, let him hear. Now how about that! Before sin was even introduced God knew it would occur, and God, in the council of the Trinity itself – Father, Son, Holy Ghost – had the redemption of man already planned. Nothing has ever taken God by surprise, nothing!

From the testimony of Scripture and from my own history I can state that before I was born again I didn’t understand the Scriptures. But once I was born again I began to understand the Scriptures. 1 Corinthians 2:14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. This was my experience! The Bible was foolishness to me, just as it is foolishness to those outside of the kingdom of God. So What’s Next? Well, if the Bible is foolishness to you, and you don’t understand it, then that’s a very clear indication that you are lost and outside of the salvation of Christ Jesus. Do you recognize that? If you, being an unregenerate man, think you can interpret the Bible you can think again. The Bible is a spiritual book, and you are a natural man, an unsaved man, a spiritually dead man. So there is no understanding. What’s Next? for you is to be born again!

Being born again takes faith. God gives this faith. Romans 12:3 For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. So we have sufficient faith to respond to the Holy Spirit. The question is: Will we?
My personal background includes an education and a profession centered on math, science, and engineering. I don’t turn my brain off when I step inside a church, heaven forbid! Rather, I use my professional and academic training to pursue the righteousness of God which is in Christ Jesus. Since he is the creator of the world, according to the testimony of the Scriptures, then it stands to reason that the laws of the universe and of nature would be consistent, understandable, orderly, and repeatable in reflection of His character. There should be natural laws just as there are spiritual laws. And there are! Hardly a week has gone by in the 30 years I’ve been either in school or working in a technical field, where I didn’t use laws and equations of the natural world. And I can also say that in the 30 years I’ve been a Christian I have witnessed the good results of using and aligning with spiritual laws and principles, be it in the areas of health, giving, relationships, honor, submission, you name it! 

My born again experience came in the gymnasium of a college where the speaker, as advertised, would perform an illusionist (‘magic’) program and after that discuss the Christian message. In that gymnasium at 19-years of age I heard a presentation that caused time, for me, to stand still. On the spot, through the man’s presentation, when he quoted the Scriptures and then explained them I realized three things: the Bible was true, God was real, and I didn’t know who he was! I was dead in trespasses and sins, and with the measure of faith God had dealt me, when the Holy Spirit moved on me I responded and my spirit was made alive toward God. But that was the beginning! I had my spirit made alive but I was wholly ignorant of the ways and will of God. That all had to be taught, it had to be learned, and that took study, time, application, mentoring, and the abiding guidance of the Holy Spirit of God. Now I could read the Bible and it would be understandable because I was no longer the natural man. My spirit was made alive and I could now discern things of a spiritual nature!
What’s Next? If you are still a natural man, then you must be born again. Begin to ask God to reveal himself to you. Find a Bible-believing church and listen to the message. At the invitation, if you feel a prompting that you don’t understand but that inwardly you recognize as the Holy Spirit revealing Christ to you then respond and go forward for prayer to receive the Lord!
Now that you’re in the family of God, it’s time to learn, it’s time to obey, it’s time to recognize your citizenship and make some changes. Then it’s time to grow, to mature, to be an asset in God’s kingdom and not a liability! New habits are to be learned, and worship and praise are now a part of your life. It’s the best thing going beloved, let God have his way with you and watch the things he’ll do in you and through you. That’s What’s Next!
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