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The Bible teaches that baptism is for Christians, that is, those who have received Christ as Savior, and have made a decision for Him. 

Mark 16:16 "He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned."  (Jesus speaking)

Acts 8:36-38  Now as they went down the road, they came to some water.  And the eunuch said, "See, here is water.  What hinders me from being baptized?"  37  Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may." And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."  38  So he commanded the chariot to stand still.  And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.

Acts 16:30-34  And he (the jailer) brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  31  So they (Apostles Paul and Silas) said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household."  32  Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.  33  And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes.  And  immediately he and all his family were baptized.  34  Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.

A believer, a Christian, by definition has repented of his sins.  If you want to be baptized, you must repent of your sins.  This is an important element to water baptism.

Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."

The Bible teaches that Christians are to be baptized, and that they must repent of their sins.  Because of this, Protestant Christians believe that infant baptism is not right.  The above passage in Acts 16 says that the whole family was baptized, but it also says that the whole family had come to believe in God.  Therefore, there is no solid ground for baptizing infants who cannot understand what it is to make a commitment to Jesus Christ.

A repentant, believing Christian does not need to wait to be baptized.  The scriptures show a precedent for being baptized right away!

Acts 2:41  Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.

Acts 8:12  But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.

Acts 8:37-38  Then Philip said, "If you believe with all your heart, you may (be baptized). "And he answered and said, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.

Acts 16:14-15  Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us.  She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God.  The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.  15  And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay."  So she persuaded us.

Acts 18:8  Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household.  And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.

So we see that baptism is biblical.  But why should a believer be baptized?  Following are five reasons:

1.  Jesus commanded it.

Matthew 28:19  "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."

2.  Jesus was baptized; it is a righteous act.

Matthew 3:13-15  Then Jesus came from Galilee to John (the Baptist) at the Jordan (river) to be baptized by him.  14  And John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?"  15  But Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness."  Then he allowed Him.

3.  Baptism was apostolic doctrine and practice.

Acts 2:38  Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."

Acts 10:48 And he (Peter) commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days.

1 Corinthians 1:16  Yes, I (Paul) also baptized the household of Stephanas.  Besides, I do not know whether I baptized any other.

4.  We are baptized into the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Colossians 2:12  ...buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

Romans 6:3-5  Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  4  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  5  For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection.

5.  There is a remission of our sins (even a "release from") in water baptism.

As written above in Romans chapter six, there is a "newness of life" in which we are to now walk.

Jesus gave the formula for Christian baptism in Matthew 28 (quoted earlier) when he said to do so in the "name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Further, though, we read in the book of Acts how people were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Acts 10:48  And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days.

Acts 19:5  When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Acts 2:38  Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."

Is there a contradiction here?  No.  The scriptures teach that in Jesus Christ dwells all the fullness of the godhead (the trinity-- Father, Son, Holy Spirit) bodily.

Colossians 2:9  For in Him (Jesus) dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.

This can be understood in some different ways.  Some churches baptize "in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit."  Some baptize simply "in the name of The Lord Jesus Christ."  Some baptize "in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, which name is The Lord Jesus Christ," and yet others may say, "by the authority of the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."  According to scripture, as I understand it, any of the above invocations would not be unbiblical.

When a person is baptized, three things are signified outwardly:

1.  Farewell to the ways of a sinner.

It means the cutting off of relations with the ungodly way of sinners.  It signifies the start of Christian life and dedication to Christ and the work of His Church.  Baptism into His Name passes the ownership of our life over to the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  A new standard of living!

From this point on, the Christian is to live according to the New Covenant of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This entails both its blessings and its obligations.

3.  A disciple of Jesus.

This means being a follower, a student, and a witness to others of all that Jesus stands for.

Water baptism should be performed by a godly minister.  This minister should be living clean before God and have a good testimony before the Church and the world.  Your church pastor, elder, or other mature Christian associated with a local church would be qualified to perform a water baptism.

A Christian must be baptized to be an obedient follower of Jesus Christ.  This baptism is by full immersion in water (not sprinkling).  Further, the name of the triune godhead is to be invoked.  If you have not been baptized thus, you should be.  I was baptized by full water immersion and by the proper invocation when I was about eight years old. However, I was a young boy who did not go on serving God. My life did not reflect Christian living (because there was no repentance). A while after I became a Christian (in my late teens) it was in my heart to be re-baptized.  I was baptized again on my 21st birthday. 

This second baptism will be my last water baptism.  I know more than one adult Christian who has been baptized three, even four times!  They think that because they have matured further as a Christian, and that because they are living closer to God now (which comes as a Christian matures), that for some reason they have to be re-baptized.  This is not biblical (but it is not a sin, the person just needs to have the doctrine of baptism explained to them).  You will mature and come to a deeper understanding of certain of the things of God as a Christian, and God will help you.  When you are walking in the fullness of life that Christ gives, and you now have the ability to overcome sin because of your baptism, you do not need to go forth to be re-baptized.  Just go on serving Jesus! 

A person becomes a Christian by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.  We recall that the thief on the cross was told by Jesus that he would be in Paradise.  This thief never was water baptized.  We therefore know that one can make it to Heaven without being baptized. But this thief on the cross (see Luke 23:39-43) didn't have the chance to live the Christian life, he took Christ as Savior just before he died.  That is not the case with you and me. We need to be baptized.
In closing, let me say that baptism is a command of Jesus.  You will never be the overcoming Christian that you need to be without water baptism.  But be a repentant believer, else you'll go down a dry sinner and come up a wet sinner!  Baptism is what a Christian does to serve God.  It is no joke and it is not an option.  And it should not be postponed.  It is a precious sacrament within the church of Jesus Christ.
(Some reference materials used from writings of Dr. Jim Feeney.)
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