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Five times in the Good Book, all in the book of Proverbs, the term void of understanding occurs. All of heaven comes to a stop when a person’s free will is involved. Yet God Almighty is not disinterested in the affairs of men, and is active in revealing Himself and providing instruction on anything important. This is why we have teachers in the Christian Church, to study and to teach the principles of the kingdom of God to Christians, young and old alike. Let us consider five areas where being void of understanding comes at a price - and recognize that it doesn’t have to be this way, if only we would heed the wisdom of the scriptures and line our life up accordingly.

Purity - Proverbs 7:4-10, 21-27  Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman: 5 That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her words. 6 For at the window of my house I looked through my casement, 7 And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding, 8 Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house, 9 In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night: 10 And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart.... 21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him. 22 He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks; 23 Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life. 24 Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth. 25 Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths. 26 For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her. 27 Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.  

How much more warning does one need? What better picture of the personal destruction of one’s life needs be painted? One of my business mentors, Ken Willig, has a saying, "Don't go where it is slippery." Some giants of the faith overcame sexual temptation - for example Joseph. Other giants of the faith failed in this area - David. Two cities, Sodom and Gomorrah, were destroyed for their rampant sexual immorality. In the borders of marriage sexual intimacy is proper and is a gift. Outside of the bonds of marriage it is called fornication and adultery. Persons void of understanding sin against their own body by participating in sexual immorality. It doesn’t promote family unity, it betrays marriages, it breaks the hearts of parents and grandparents, and it leads to death - death to relationships, dreams, hopes, prosperity, all of it goes down the rat hole when this sin is involved. The lie being pushed by our culture is that the pinnacle of experience and the goal of life is sexual activity - and those void of understanding run down this road, the road that leads to hell, according to the scriptures. The simple minded youth in this Bible story didn’t even know what hit him. He was lost and on his way to hell. It never had to be that way. At my 30-year high school class reunion the party crowd at age 17 was still the party crowd at age 47. Wasted lives. Multiple divorces. Some died before their time. Poverty, want, “professional party seekers.” Wake up and make an about face if this is your situation. 
Words - Proverbs 10:11-19  The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. 12 Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins. 13 In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found: but a rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding. 14 Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction. 15 The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty. 16 The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin. 17 He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth. 18 He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool. 19 In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise.  

Words can be used to heal, or words can be used to wound. In the book of James the writer goes so far as to say that if you can control your tongue you are a perfect man! James 3:2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.  Watching what we say, speaking things unto edification, preferring others above ourselves, these are all a part of successful human interaction, and we can learn the ways of the Lord, and speak those things that engender life and prosperity, or we can shoot off our mouths, offend many, and get the rod across our back to show for it. So what is better? To be a person given to wisdom and following God's way, or to be one void of understanding and taste the lash over and over and over again? Let us chose wisdom, let us learn God's ways, and enjoy the fruits thereof. Keep quiet sometimes! In studying the life of Christ we are amazed at what he said, but sometimes when we study it out we can be equally amazed at what he didn’t say, especially when facing off with the religious leaders both during his ministry and during his trial.
Honor - Proverbs 12:8-14 A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised. 9 He that is despised, and hath a servant, is better than he that honoureth himself, and lacketh bread. 10 A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. 11 He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he that followeth vain persons is void of understanding. 12 The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. 13 The wicked is snared by the transgression of his lips: but the just shall come out of trouble. 14 A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth: and the recompence of a man's hands shall be rendered unto him.  

Honor is doing the right thing - regardless of who is or isn't watching. Honor is doing the right thing even when it comes at a personal cost. Honor is building, working, producing, advancing, lifting, helping. It's saying the right thing, it's building up others, it's using your skills, talents, gifts, and energy to make something better for someone else. It's providing for your family. It's advancing the kingdom of God. It's behaving like a Christian, with behavior that is above reproach; it's having a good testimony within and without the Christian community. Honor is defending the poor, the orphan, the widow, the infirm, the weak. It's standing up for what is right. It's doing your duty. The Las Vegas lifestyle is dishonorable - something for nothing (gambling), it's the pursuit of pleasure over the pursuit of producing. It's lasciviousnessness personified. Where is the honor in that? If you like that lifestyle, so be it, but you are not a Christian, plain and simple. You may be playing church if Las Vegas living appeals to you – ‘remember Lot's wife’ Jesus said in Luke 17:32. Do not find appeal in dishonorable behavior. Don’t explain it away. Avoid evil, pursue that which is holy. Associate with good people, people from whom you can learn, grow, and prosper. Seek out wise counselors and model yourself after good people. Following losers is a path to ruin, and is the path taken by those void of understanding.
Relationships - Proverbs 17:13-18  Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house. 14 The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water: therefore leave off contention, before it be meddled with. 15 He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the LORD. 16 Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wisdom, seeing he hath no heart to it? 17 A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. 18 A man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh surety in the presence of his friend.  

‘Wanna fight’? That's the response of those void of understanding. Jesus, the prince of peace, the friend of sinners, taught us to love one another. Human relationships are unavoidable and either we can learn proper interaction and succeed, or we can come up empty year after year. Being a friend is not automatic - it has to be learned and it has to be earned. Being a friend in the easy times is one thing, being a friend in the tough times is something different. When something doesn't go your way, do you know how to act? How to behave? How to respond? Do you do what honors Christ, or do you act like one void of understanding, ready to fight? We read in Romans 12:18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.  Jesus said in the sermon on the mount, in Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. Handling relationships is essential to success in life. No one gets far going it alone, and no one gets far grinding and grating against others. Some people wear negative attitudes and scowls like a merit badge. Pity those people, and those around them. They walk inconsistently with the teachings of Christ, they are void of understanding.
Industry - Proverbs 24:27-34  Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field; and afterwards build thine house. 28 Be not a witness against thy neighbor without cause; and deceive not with thy lips. 29 Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done to me: I will render to the man according to his work. 30 I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of understanding; 31 And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken down. 32 Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction. 33 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: 34 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man.  

Working hard is a Christian virtue and hallmark. Missionaries labor in distant lands with no recognition, living in tough conditions and suffering want and lack, all for the love of souls, the cause of Christ, having an attitude that with God's help and a strong back any individual Christian can make a difference. Those void of understanding sit around, waste time and in the process waste a life. One day they wake up and see that they are in self-imposed poverty, in debt, without skills or education, and without prospects. The Almighty doesn't desire this for anyone, thus the scriptures are filled with examples and exhortations about work, industry, effort, learning, and forward progress. Only those ignorant and void of understanding, those who "know it all" and can't or won't be taught, wind up with an empty sack. In this life we have to understand and accept that all things are not fair. Sometimes calamity comes upon us, sometimes the other guy wins the lottery and retires young to go live on the beach. Sometimes someone inherits great wealth while the other guy works hard just to make ends meet. John the Baptist said in Luke 3:14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages. Good advice – work and be content with your wages! Paul the Apostle said in 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. 11 For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. 12 Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread. Nothing worth anything was gained without someone investing, designing, producing, sacrificing, laboring, working. Those who want the quick road go down a broad path, with a lot of company - the road to ruin. This is the lot of those void of understanding.
___________________________________________
Those raised in Christian homes, with Christian parents, who attended good churches with good pastors, had proper schooling and examples, are well down the road to success when they start out their lives. They have every opportunity to succeed and to sidestep those pitfalls entered into by those void of understanding. But what if we didn’t have that kind of upbringing? What if we lived outside of the kingdom of God for many years? What if we come into the kingdom of God’s dear Son Jesus Christ with debt, baggage, divorce, addictions, poor employment history, limited people skills, destructive attitudes, foul mouths, and not a lick of knowledge about how things work in the church? For starters we want to take Christ as Savior. Whatever stain of sin we have is bought and paid for by our precious Lord Jesus Christ, and nothing will separate us from his love. Paul the Apostle wrote in Romans 8:38-39 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Once we have the relationship issue with Jesus settled, now we start learning about Him, living for Him, and making changes by the help and enablement of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. He said in Matthew 9:12 …They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. The Great God and Savior Jesus Christ came to seek and save those that were lost. Beloved, whatever you have done, how ever much you have messed up, you must know that Jesus came for you, he died for you, he paid the price for you. Your part is to accept it and to walk in newness of life, daily being conformed in the image of Christ Jesus, following his example, reading and applying the scriptures, and sowing good seed. Let God have His way with you, and one day men will say of you…

· He is a pure man, he’s a good example.

· He is a well-spoken, wise man.

· He is an honorable man.
· He is a man who understands people relationships

· He is diligent, he’s a worker.

Previously they may have said “he’s a loser, he’s a fornicator, he’s got a foul mouth and you can’t believe anything he says, he’s dishonorable and is a cheat, he’s a law-breaker, he is an abuser of people, and he’s lazy. Now they speak well of you in all areas. Reminds me again of the apostle Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

Before, when we walked in ignorance and disobedience we were void of understanding, getting knocked from the proverbial pillar to post. But not anymore. The road to recovery is longer and harder for some of us, but with God’s help and grace we can and will overcome. Beloved, it is a bright day in the kingdom of God!
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