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When everything is going well, it’s easy to have faith in God and to believe the promises of God.  When all is well it’s easier to take time to get around positive people and talk of hopes and dreams.  But how do you develop a vision when everything has been turned upside down.  Further, how do you develop a big vision when perhaps you’re in a difficult circumstance as a result of your own doing?  God is still in the forgiving business, and God still gives direction to his people, even in difficult times. 

Jeremiah 29:4-13  Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; 5 Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; 6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished. 7 And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace. 8 For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed. 9 For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, saith the LORD. 10 For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place. 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. 13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.

Babylon overran Israel, and it was God’s will.  Not that the sin that the nation as a whole was committing was God’s will, but because they sinned, God dealt with it.  But God is with his people, even in the midst of hardship, be it self-imposed or not.  Here, some were suffering because of the sins of others, but all were given the message of hope, and they were given the materials to develop a vision, even while in captivity.  Let us consider five lessons and the vision we can have as a result.

Lesson 1: God Will Chasten Those Whom He Loves.

That’s A Reason To Have A Vision For Change.

4. Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon. 

Whom a father loves, he chastens.  Rejoice in that God cares for you.  When we sin and go astray, God makes his move.  God’s first desire is blessing and peace.  Yet, when we chose to disobey, God reserves the right, because he loves us and knows what’s best for us, to chasten us.  Remember Jonah?  Unlike animals that go on pure instinct, people can change.  And when God is putting us through the mill, we have to be willing to change, and we must know we can change!

Lesson 2: Persevere In The Midst Of Prolonged Trials.

That’s A Reason To Have A Vision For Prosperity.

5 Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat the fruit of them; 6 Take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be increased there, and not diminished.

The message was clear, don’t sit in a corner and mope around, but increase (or prosper).  Even today Jews set a period of mourning then they get on with it.  You can be happy and content in the midst of trials, even long trials.  Face the price of sin, deal with it, and ask God to forgive you, and put it behind you.  You can prosper in the midst of hardship.  You can prosper emotionally, spiritually, psychologically.  Your relationships can prosper.  Your attitude can prosper.  You need not wallow in the circumstances of your sin.  Jesus said “I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.”

Lesson 3: Purpose To Be A Man Of Peace in a Negative Circumstance

That’s A Reason To Have A Vision For A Peaceful Life.

And seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and pray unto the LORD for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye have peace.

Do yourself a favor, and be a peacemaker.  Jesus said “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall see God.”  When in a negative place, it takes prayer to overcome the negative!  Who needs to be scheming, plotting, making evil plans?  Who needs to be negative and bitter and unforgiving.  Who needs to be a warmonger and a hater and a creep.  Rather, be a man of peace.  Have a vision for a peaceful life, even in difficulty.  Get around men of peace, men whom you’d like to be like.
Lesson 4: The Period Of Learning Is Limited, If We Learn The Lesson.

That’s Reason To Have A Vision For The Truth.

9 For they prophesy falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, saith the LORD. 10 For thus saith the LORD, That after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place.
Jesus said “I am the way, the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father except by me.”  The scriptures are truth, God is truth, and Jesus is truth.  When we refuse to acknowledge the truth we have grown as far as we can.  No more truth, no more growth.  God can teach us quickly, or we can go around the mountain again and again and squander a lot of time are resources and energy if we do not seek the truth.  The scriptures say that if we seek the truth, we’ll find it.  Have a vision to grow, to learn truth, and to see it applied to and benefiting your life, and the lives of those around you.

Lesson 5: God’s Plans In The Storm Are Very Good.

That’s Reason To Have A Vision For The Future.

11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. 12 Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. 13 And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.

God’s people can have a vision for the future.  God’s people are never alone and they are never without hope.  Never blame God for events in your life.  Whether or not we brought certain circumstances into our life or not, we must know that God can work all things together for our good (Romans 8:28).  God is always interested in the worker over the work.  God loves you with an everlasting love.  The Bible says in Proverbs 13:12  Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life.  Have a vision for a future, a future as bright as the promises of God in Christ!!
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