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The information age is a great boon to the cause of Christ. The good work of world missions, printed literature, internet, and broadcasting abilities to reach persons in remote areas all contribute to the mandate of Christians to “go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.” But another aspect of the instant communication age is that when a prominent person in the Christian community falls it’s immediately known to most of the world. And these falls deeply damage the cause of Christ. Even local personalities and people who err invite scorn from those outside the church community. Let us look at what the Christian can do to keep his walk pure so he can not only please God and enjoy personal victory and success, but also provide a proper witness to a world in need of a Savior.
James 1:13-27 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: 14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain. 27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

To Remain Unspotted, Remember “It’s On You”
13. Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:
The unregenerate never use this excuse, but some in the Christian camp, being misinformed, think that God is guiding their steps, even when those steps lead to sin. Make no mistake about it, if you sin it’s on you. Don’t blame God, and don’t use God as an excuse for your behavior.

To Remain Unspotted, Don’t Take The First Step Toward Sin

14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then when
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

If the Christian community was serious about biblical living, and had even a remote idea about the crippling, heartbreaking, dream-stealing, destructiveness of sin, they’d stay away from it with all the energy they had. But since we don’t we toy with it and in the end get clobbered. When we allow ourselves to pander to our lust (which has to be daily kept in check) then it will lead to sin and that sin will lead to death (be it relationships, dreams, economic success, health – you name it).
To Remain Unspotted Remember Jesus

16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.
You and I can be wishy-washy, but in Jesus there is no variation, no inconsistency, no gray area. The Great God Jesus Christ can be and should be sought for help in time of need, in time of weakness, in time of temptation. To not do so is an error on our part. Had King David got on his knees and confessed the desires of his heart when he first observed Bathsheba what a positive difference that would have made in his family and for the nation of Israel. How about your family and your sphere of influence?
To Remain Unspotted Moderate Your Behavior

18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.
A Christian has to moderate his behavior to succeed in the kingdom of God. Like it or not we have two natures – a sin nature that pulls at us, and a heavenly nature that can, every time, overcome the sin nature if we know and follow the “rules.” One of those rules is that persons, especially those of great passion, have to moderate their behavior by spending more time listening and less time talking, and by being slow to make a comment that may be regretted, especially since it can lead to wrath which clearly is not in line with the will of God. We are to set aside ALL filthiness! And in doing so we gain yet more empowerment to do the will of God.
To Remain Unspotted Be A Doer Of The Word

22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves. 23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.
Herein is a major key in remaining unspotted, being a doer of the Word of God. It’s not sufficient to hear it, or to read it, or to meditate on it (which all have a part in the life of the believer), but to actually DO it. Do what? Start with the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20) and the Beatitudes (Matthew 5-7). Then explore the teachings of Jesus in the gospels, and the epistles of the New Testament. There’s plenty of good things to do, and as you do them you will be strengthening yourself, encouraging yourself, and building yourself up so that you will have the success in your Christian life that you desire. To not do them is akin to looking at yourself in the mirror, turning aside, and forgetting what you looked like. Being a doer of the Word establishes the kingdom of God in your own life.
To Remain Unspotted Minister To The Afflicted

26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain. 27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

There it is. A big mouth “Christian” who is negative, has a bad attitude, is critical of every and anything, and can’t keep his mouth under control is deceiving himself and has a religion of no profit. He’s harming the cause of Christ. The Apostle James tells what Pure Religion is. You have to keep yourself undefiled. That means you guard your eyes (what do you watch? TV, Movies, are they unto edification? what do you read? is it profitable to the kingdom of God?). You guard your ears (what do you listen to? music that is unto edification?). What do you say? (is your language clean? are you saying things that build up or that tear down?). And are you concerned about the widow, the orphan, the defenseless? Are you a defender of the poor? Do you have a ministering word at a time when someone needs comfort? You better get this one right, or your religion is in vain. Talk doesn’t cut it in the kingdom of God. You keep yourself unspotted by knowing the will of God, behaving consistently with the will of God, not going where it is slippery (avoiding temptation), moderating your behavior, and ministering to the afflicted. 

Look around at those who have fallen. Ministers visiting prostitutes. How does that jive with James chapter one? Ministers fleecing the flock financially. How does that fit? Preachers who don’t believe or preach the word of God but give feel-good sermons of no value. How does that fit? When you stand for righteousness and then are caught cheating on your taxes or coveting the wife of another man, how does that fit? Well, it doesn’t! You have an obligation, and you have the available power of God to live right, to live a life unspotted from the world. But you have a part to play in this. It takes understanding, and it takes doing. When a minister, ministry, or everyday Christian flames-out they provide an occasion for the enemies of God to rejoice. Beloved, walk that straight and narrow path that leads to abundant life, not only yours but also those round about you.
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