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The Bible speaks of an unpardonable sin.  Have you committed the unpardonable sin?  What is the unpardonable sin?  Can it be committed by accident?  This need not be a point of confusion when proper biblical interpretation is applied.

Mark 3:20-30  Then the multitude came together again, so that they could not so much as eat bread.  21  But when His own people heard about this, they went out to lay hold of Him, for they said, "He is out of His mind."  22  And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, "He has Beelzebub," and, "By the ruler of the demons He casts out demons."  23  So He called them to Himself and said to them in parables: "How can Satan cast out Satan?  24  "If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.  25  "And if a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand.  26  "And if Satan has risen up against himself, and is divided, he cannot stand, but has an end.  27  "No one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man.  And then he will plunder his house.  28  "Assuredly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they may utter;  29  "but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is subject to eternal condemnation"-- 30 because they said, "He has an unclean spirit."
Matthew 12:24-32  Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, "This fellow does not cast out demons except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons."  25  But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: "Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided against itself will not stand.  26  "If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself.  How then will his kingdom stand?  27  "And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast them out?  Therefore they shall be your judges.  28  "But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you.  29  "Or how can one enter a strong man's house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man?  And then he will plunder his house.  30  "He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad.  31  "Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men.  32  "Anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.

Luke 12:8-10  Also I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before the angels of God.  9  But he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of God.  10  And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but to him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven.

Let's consider a few things before we come to any immediate conclusions about that which the scriptures above mean.  Jesus was in public ministry.  The Pharisees (religious leaders of that time) hated Jesus, but they could not deny His miracles.  Everyone knew about the miracles of Jesus.  The Pharisees hardened their hearts and, rather than repenting and following Christ, they sought another way to explain the miracles. 

Their explanation was that Christ Jesus was operating under the influence of the devil.  How else could they explain it since they didn't want to follow Christ?  Have you ever seen the Grand Canyon in Arizona?  Rather than acknowledge the wonderful creation of God, men today have sought to explain it through the natural processes of over two billion years.  Worse yet, man himself is explained into existence as the product of evolution.  Time plus nothing plus chance resulted in everything.  The scientist and Pharisees have made their choice.

Romans 1:17-23  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."  18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,  19  because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.  20  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse,  21  because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  22  Professing to be wise, they became fools,  23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man-- and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.
Modern day scientists (the athiestic ones, that is) are like the Pharisees of old.  The Pharisees sought to attibute the works of God to the devil.  Modern man seeks to attibute God's creation to nothing.  Both the Pharisee and modern unregenerate man ignore God.  Both rejected Christ. 

Here is the point behind what Jesus meant when He said that if they rejected Him, they could be forgiven, but if they rejected the Holy Spirit, they could not be forgiven:  While Jesus was on earth, many people did not understand His ministry.  Even His own family (mother, brothers) did not fully grasp His mission and plans.  But understanding came after the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus, and moreover when the Holy Spirit was given to be the comforter.  The Holy Spirit speaks the things of Christ to us.  If we reject that, and go on to the grave in this state, then there is no forgiveness. 

In Halley's Bible Handbook, the following is written:  "Quite commonly the Unpardonable Sin is understood thus: rejecting Christ, while as yet he was in the flesh, his work unfinished, when even his disciples did not understand Him, was forgivable.  But after His work was completed, and the Holy Spirit was come, then, in full knowledge, deliberate final rejection of the Holy Spirit's offer of Christ would constitue the 'eternal sin which has never forgiveness.'"

The Bible must be consistent from Genesis to Revelation.  To understand the unpardonable sin, we understand God's great love for us, we understand how sin has separated us from God, and that Christ came to die for the sin of the world.  We know that if we come to Christ, repent, and receive eternal life, that we will go to Heaven, if we continue abiding in Christ.  But if we refuse Christ (as revealed to us by the present ministry of the Holy Spirit), then we will die in our sins.  This explanation of the unpardonable sin is harmonious with the entire Bible, and that is how we understand the passage that deals with the subject of "The Unpardonable Sin." 

Have you committed this unpardonable sin?  If you have received Christ, and want to live for Him and serve Him, then you are allowing the Holy Spirit to have His ministry in your life.  Therefore, you have NOT committed the unpardonable sin.  Christians need not live in fear that they may have accidentally committed the unpardonable sin, or may perchance do so in the future.  Live for Jesus, and Heaven will be your home one day.  Reject Christ, as revealed throught the Holy Spirit, and, for that, there is no pardon.  There is no purgatory, rather, eternal separation from God is the punishment.  The Bible calls this place Hell, where there is weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth.  But it needn't be that way.  Hell for you is not God's will....

2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.

John 3:16-17  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  17  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved.

Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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