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Psalm 23  1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Prayer  Heavenly Father, from whom we have come and unto whom we all must return: You alone understand the sense of loss which has been sustained by this family. Into your care we commit them. We would not have you remove their grief, but ask of you to bind up their broken hearts with faith, and an awareness of thy presence. Sustain them in these hours, and may their loss not seem more real than the gain that has come to their beloved, we pray in the name of Him who said, “Because I live, you, too, shall live.” Amen

This child (use a name if there was one) lived her entire life inches under her mothers heart, and in the warmth of her mothers womb. This child was born directly into the presence of Jesus on <date>. She leaves behind a grieving mother, father, and grandparents, uncles, aunts, and many others who feel this loss so keenly. We remember Jesus Christ the Righteous, in whom was no spot or blemish, and in whom was no sin, who died for the sin of the world, and was a friend to sinners. Jesus told his disciples, Let not your heart be troubled, ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. (John 14:1-3)
Song – It Is Well With My Soul
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou has taught me to say,
It is well, it is well, with my soul. 

It is well, with my soul,
It is well, with my soul,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blessed assurance control,
That Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 

It is well, with my soul,
It is well, with my soul,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.

And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
Even so, it is well with my soul.

It is well, with my soul,
It is well, with my soul,
It is well, it is well, with my soul.
Message From the Scriptures in Matthew 18:10-14 we read the words of Jesus: 10 Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven. 11 For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost. 12 How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? 13 And if so be that he find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the ninety and nine which went not astray. 14 Even so it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.

Also, from the Scriptures we read in Luke 18:15-16 more of the words of Jesus, where he said 15 And they brought unto him also infants, that he would touch them: but when his disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.

Throughout the four gospel accounts, that is, in Matthew, Mark. Luke, and John, the biographies of Jesus, in every occurrence where children were involved, Jesus loved them, received them, spoke with them, taught them, and ministered unto them. Jesus not only made time for the poor, the downtrodden, the broken hearted, even the disciples and other religious leaders, but Jesus made time for children, even, as he said, “little children.”
It is not natural for a child to precede her parents in death, but in this imperfect, fallen world, sometimes this happens. For reasons that we’ll never fully understand this side of heaven, the Lord God Almighty, in his wisdom and sovereignty, has received the child unto himself at her very young age. The Lord has declared in the Old Testament that “all souls are mine” and we say amen to Him who has conquered death, Hell, and the grave. As the patriarch Job said after suffering the loss of his possessions and all ten of his children, “the Lord has given, and the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord.” And then Job worshipped God.

Song – Draw Me Nearer
I am Thine, O Lord, I have heard Thy voice,
And it told Thy love to me;
But I long to rise in the arms of faith
And be closer drawn to Thee.

Refrain:
Draw me nearer, nearer blessed Lord,
To the cross where Thou hast died;
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer blessed Lord,
To Thy precious, bleeding side.

There are depths of love that I cannot know
Till I cross the narrow sea;
There are heights of joy that I may not reach
Till I rest in peace with Thee.

God’s Comfort The prophet Isaiah prophesied of the coming Messiah, the one who would save Israel from their sins. We read in Isaiah 61:1-3  1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; 2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn; 3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.
Let us receive God’s comfort. Great King David, when his newborn was sick and dying, sought God through fasting and prayer, but alas the child died. The servants of David were perplexed at how at the news of the death of the one-week old child that David steadied himself, washed, and worshipped God. When they inquired of him, David said in 2 Samuel 12:22-23, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who can tell whether God will be gracious to me, that the child may live? But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me. 

For the Christian, death is a temporary separation. According to the scriptures a little child, clearly within their innocence, at death return the Savior, for to be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord. But for those of us old enough to make a choice, we choose Christ the Lord. We choose to live for him who died for us. The gospel message is to believe that Jesus is the Son of God, God in the flesh, God with us, revealed in us. That he was crucified under a cruel government instigated by his own people, and was laid in a tomb, where he was for three days, then he arose. And because he lives, the child lives, and all those who have died in Jesus live, and we too can live life eternal by taking Christ as Savior.

Poem - We Are Seven

I met a little cottage girl

She was eight years old she said

Her hair was thick with many a curl

That clustered round her head

She had a rustic, woodland air

And she was wildly clad

Her eyes were fair, and very fair

Her beauty made me glad

Sisters and brothers, little maid

How many may you be?

How many? Seven in all she said

And wondering looked at me

And where are they? I pray you tell
She answered, Seven are we

And two of us at Conway dwell

And two are gone to sea

Two of us in the churchyard lie

My sister and my brother

And in the churchyard cottage, I

Dwell near them with my mother

You say that two at Conway dwell

And two are gone to sea

Yet ye are seven! I pray you tell

Sweet maid, how this may be

Then did the little maid reply

Seven boys and girls are we

Two of us in the churchyard lie

Beneath the churchyard tree

You run about, my little maid

Your limbs they are alive

If two are in the churchyard laid

Then ye are only five

Their graves are green, they may be seen

The little maid replied

Twelve steps or more from my mother’s door

And they are side by side.

My stockings there I often knit

My kerchief there I hem

And there upon the ground I sit

I sit and sing to them

And often after sunset, sir

When it is light and fair

I take my little porringer

And eat my supper there

The first that died was little Jane

In bed she moaning lay

Till God released her of her pain

And then she went away

So in the churchyard she was laid

And when the grass was dry

Together round her grave we played

My brother John and I

And when the ground was white with snow

And I could run and slide

My brother John was forced to go

And he lies by her side

How many are you then said I

If they two are in heaven?

The little maid did reply

Oh, Master, we are seven

But they are dead: those two are dead!

Their spirits are in heaven!

T’was throwing words away, for still

The little maid would have her will

And say, Nay, we are seven!

Wordsworth

The great hope of the Christian is the return of Christ, and the resurrection unto life eternal. The little child today beholds the very face of Jesus. She is safe in his loving arms. The little child has gone from this life to the next, and by the weight of testimony of the Scriptures we will see her one day on the other side, safe with the Master, our Lord and Saviour, the great God Jesus Christ.

Conclusion  Today we rejoice in the goodness and kindness of God, who has not left us impoverished but has by His Holy Spirit comforted us in this time of our earthly loss. But because he lives, we too can live. The Bible, in the Great Resurrection Chapter, 1 Corinthians chapter 15, we read these words penned by the Apostle Paul under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, 20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 21 For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 24 Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 25 For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death. Today death is still an enemy, and we suffer from it, but death has been defeated. Thanks be to God through his Son Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, unto Him be glory in the Church through all ages, world without end, Amen.

Song – Amazing Grace
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me....
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind, but now, I see.

T'was Grace that taught...
my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that Grace appear...
the hour I first believed.
The Lord has promised good to me...
His word my hope secures.
He will my shield and portion be...
as long as life endures.

When we've been here ten thousand years...
bright shining as the sun.
We've no less days to sing God's praise...
then when we've first begun.

Prayer Heavenly Father, into thy loving presence we commit the departed child unto thee. Minister to this family and shed abroad in their hearts your blessed peace and assurance. We commit ourselves anew and afresh unto thy will. We trust in thee, who is risen and is alive forevermore. In Jesus name, Amen.
� The Christian minister must be exceedingly sensitive when officiating a funeral for a child. This paper is the service for a child still-born; it is also applicable for a child lost due to miscarriage. For occasions like this a strong emphasis must be made on the goodness and mercy of God as so much is unexplainable in natural terms.
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