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The term “The Kingdom of Heaven” occurs 31 times in the Book of Matthew, the first book of the New Testament. This study considers, in chronological order of appearance in Matthew, what the kingdom of heaven is, what it means to the Christian, and how we are to live our lives in light of understanding the meaning of the kingdom of heaven. 
1. Matthew 3:2 And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  John the Baptist first used the term “kingdom of heaven” when he was baptizing people in the Jordan River. In this we see that whatever the kingdom of heaven is, it is important, and worthy of our repenting. Repenting means to be sorry for sin, and then to turn from sin and to God. The point then was that whatever the people were doing, it was time to make a change for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
2. Matthew 4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  Jesus himself uses the term “kingdom of heaven.” He preached, meaning he was proclaiming Good News. Like John the Baptist, repentance from sin and toward God is required in God’s economy, in God’s government.
3. Matthew 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Teaching from the Sermon on the Mount. Meekness and gentleness are thus Christian attributes. Still want war? Still want to call others names? Still want to have a harsh, critical spirit? 
4. Matthew 5:10 Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Sermon on the Mount. To overcome and stand your ground and to be persecuted for it is to be expected. You take part in the kingdom of heaven when you live right and pay for it.
5. Matthew 5:19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  Sermon on the Mount. Influencing the innocent and influential toward ungodliness is a grievous action; yet teaching them godliness is honored in the kingdom of heaven. God’s way is the way of teaching others godliness.
6. Matthew 5:20 For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. Sermon on the Mount. The scribes and Pharisees carried out the letter of the law, but not the spirit of the law. They looked good, smelled good, talked good, but had no heart conversion. If men honor you for what they see, but you have not been transformed, you will not be a part of the kingdom of heaven.
7. Matthew 7:21  Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Sermon on the Mount. Talk is cheap and not sufficient to make heaven. A heart that is transformed is. Good works are good, but done with an unconverted heart the fruit is terminated on this earth; no credit is given in the kingdom of heaven. We must be doing the will of God; God’s will includes good works, but also relationship.
8. Matthew 8:11 And I say unto you, That many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. Jesus is teaching that the kingdom of God includes all those who call upon the name of the Lord, any race, any color, any nationality, young and old, rich and poor, male and female, educated or not, famous or not; whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
9. Matthew 10:7 And as ye go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. Jesus instructing his disciples to proclaim the same Good News John the Baptist and He himself had been proclaiming. Christianity is not a secret society reserved for the exclusive; it is available to all!
10. Matthew 11:11 Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. John the Baptist has been called “the last of the Old Testament Prophets.” He never knew the fullness of the New Testament experience. John the Baptist did the will of God, and was martyred for righteousness sake, yet in God’s plan any Christian can enjoy direct fellowship with God, have their sins forgiven and know it, be filled with the Holy Spirit, and do works exceeding even John’s.
11. Matthew 11:12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. God’s economy will always be at enmity with wicked men who pervert the truth and seek to do violence. Christian, get used to it.
12. Matthew 13:11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. Jesus taught in parables – a tale with an application to a spiritual truth. It’s like playing chess – the knowledgeable can look at the chess pieces on the board and know strategy, intent, and possibilities, while another looking at the same pieces misses what’s going on, or is about to go on. Understanding parables comes with being a part of the kingdom of heaven; the unredeemed read the same words and miss it entirely.
13. Matthew 13:24 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: A Parable. The parable teaches that like a sower sowing seed, the life-giving message of the gospel falls on different terrain, some that bears fruit and some that doesn’t. The kingdom of heaven is not forced down anyone’s throat, but those who seek after it will find it.
14. Matthew 13:31 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took, and sowed in his field: A Parable. The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a tiny seed that grows up to enormous proportions. God gives life and God takes something small (you and me) and makes them big (in faith, in results, in fulfillment) beyond what anyone thought possible. Further, the kingdom of God would extend around the world from its beginning in Bethlehem.
15. Matthew 13:33 Another parable spake he unto them; The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till the whole was leavened. A Parable. Any cook knows that leaven “raises” bread, and doesn’t just raise part, but raises all. The kingdom of heaven will permeate itself around the world, though God’s own people preaching and showing that the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

16. Matthew 13:44  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, he hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath, and buyeth that field. A Parable. The kingdom of heaven is valuable, so valuable that one would give all they had to obtain it, and would do it with haste and focus.

17. Matthew 13:45 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:  A Parable. The kingdom of heaven can be sought after! Even as one would seek after a rare, valuable pearl, so too the kingdom of heaven can be pursued, investigated, and revealed!

18. Matthew 13:47 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind: A Parable. The kingdom of heaven will reach far and wide, with the intention of gathering in a harvest. The net is cast indiscriminately – that is, all are welcome and all are invited.
19. Matthew 13:52  Then said he unto them, Therefore every scribe which is instructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which bringeth forth out of his treasure things new and old. A Parable. In the kingdom of heaven there is challenge; things old are a treasure to be valued, things new are bright and beautiful – always something to learn from, to experience, to enjoy. And the Good Lord ministers it to us as needed and when needed.
20. Matthew 16:19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. A Teaching. Jesus says to his disciples that they will indeed perform works that go beyond the physical, but also impact the spiritual. Note that we began with the Sermon on the Mount, then Parables, now here is a direct Teaching and Instruction, with the focus still being the kingdom of heaven.

21. Matthew 18:1 At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? Now the disciples are using the term, and asking yet more questions. Seeking (like the pearl parable). Questions are always fine, and Jesus answered that the greatest is the servant of all, a direct contradiction to what they saw in politicians, religious leaders, and the military of their day. Don’t ask if you don’t want an answer! 
22. Matthew 18:3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. A Teaching. Children are innocent, not wrapped up in gross immorality that clouds judgment and thinking and faith. We are to have childlike faith (not childish faith), a faith that trusts in the Father. We need to be converted, redeemed, to be repentant, to humble ourselves, to show meekness, and to have that deep trust in God.
23. Matthew 18:4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. A Teaching. A follow-up to the above verse. Greatness is found in humility in the kingdom of heaven.
24. Matthew 18:23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would take account of his servants. A Parable. In the kingdom of heaven there is accountability; there is duty. Not to earn salvation, but as an evidence of salvation and of doing the will of God (remember #7 above, Matthew 7:21?).
25. Matthew 19:14 But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. A Teaching. The kingdom of heaven is about relationship with God, and the best example of that are children to a parent. Safety, warmth, protection, affection, trust, love.
26. Matthew 19:23 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven. A Teaching. If you trust in riches, you will miss heaven. This is an easily understood teaching; deeper is that if we trust in anything other than Christ, we will miss heaven.
27. Matthew 20:1 For the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder, which went out early in the morning to hire laborers into his vineyard. A Parable. The teaching is that the reward of the kingdom of heaven is up to the Master, whether one enters early, or at the eleventh hour, it is the Master’s good will that all are saved, with the benefits enjoyed thereof.

28. Matthew 22:2 The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, which made a marriage for his son. A Parable. The invitation is given – will it be accepted? 
29. Matthew 23:13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in. A Teaching. The disciples overheard it, but the words were directed to the hypocrites who were keeping people out of the kingdom of heaven by their influence and miserable example. There is a price to keeping people out of the kingdom of heaven. Don’t put yourself in a position to have to pay that price.
30. Matthew 25:1  Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the bridegroom. A Parable. Personal preparation is a part of the kingdom of heaven.
31. Matthew 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man traveling into a far country, who called his own servants, and delivered unto them his goods. A Parable. Personal responsibility is a part of the kingdom of heaven.
A quick summary of “The Kingdom of God” from the Book of Matthew:
· It’s important. Our behavior has to change. That requires repentance to experience it.

· Don’t dilly dally around – it is at hand!
· It requires many attitudes: meekness, humility, peace, and trust among them.

· It is to be sought after, earnestly sought after.

· Do anything, but don’t cause anyone else to miss it by your poor example.

· Be prepared, be responsible, be alert, be ready – you don’t want to miss it.

· Have childlike attributes – trust in God; if you trust in riches or anything, you’ll miss it.

· It’s available for everyone, yet you have to be converted to understand it and to gain it.

· It is valuable, it is by invitation, it started small but encompassed the globe.

· Though many will hear it, most will miss it. Let your heart be “good ground for the seed.”

· To be great be a servant of all, and by doing so you will experience the best life has to offer.

In short, “The Kingdom of Heaven” is God’s way – be it actions, behaviors, attitudes – and His way is THE way. It’s how things work, it’s how to be in God’s will, it’s how to live as a Christian. It is heavenly living while here on earth. It’s a reflection of how it is in heaven. One can only live this way by being converted to Christ and allowing God to have His way in their life.
Do you now have a clearer understanding of The Kingdom of Heaven? It’s not all that hard to understand. Being conformed into the image of Christ, being genuinely converted, repenting from sin and turning to God, learning of the things of God and the will of God, and living accordingly, in faith and with other proper behaviors, means that the kingdom of heaven has come unto you. Jesus taught much by parable and by direct teaching, that we would understand how the kingdom of heaven works. It is a prize highly to be desired! It is a prize that can be gained! It is a prize available to all. To miss it is to do so intentionally, for there is no mystery in the Good Book as to the will of God and to the Kingdom of God.
PAGE  
2

