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Did you know that Church was God's idea?  The apostle exhorted pastors to care for the church members in Acts 20:28  Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  How does the pastor care for you if you're not a part of a church?  Christ purchased the Church with His own blood.  You should join yourself to a church fellowship for your own good and for the good of the rest of the church, because God's church is missing something if it is missing you.  Read on.

1 Corinthians 12:4-27   4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men. 7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines. 12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it

There are many passages in the scriptures that bring me great joy, and this is one of my favorites.  To think that someone like me could be a vital part of a church is a delight and an encouragement.  Every Christian ought to feel that way about his church.  

What credentials must you have to be a part of a church?  Well, have you been to Bible college?  Neither have I.  Are you an ordained elder, deacon, pastor, teacher, evangelist, prophet, apostle?  Neither am I.  Are you a missionary or Sunday School teacher?  Neither am I.  But among the best of times I've ever had have been a result of fellowshipping with God's people in church.

One of the things that some churches strive for is uniformity.  "Everyone needs to believe everything the same way, act the same way, and talk the same way."  But even a casual reading of 1 Corinthians 12 tells me that there is much diversity within the church, just as there is much diversity within the human body.

What are some of the things that the apostle Paul talks about regarding the natural body and the body of Christ (the Church).  Well, he says that we are one body and that we have many parts.  The human body has feet, hands, eyes, ears, a nose, fingers on the hands, knees, necks, and on and on.  Why?  Because each one serves a function.

We all know of persons who have handicaps.  A person with only one leg is still a person, but admittedly they are limited in what they can do because they only have the one leg.  So too if a Christian is not a part of the Church that God has called them to.  The church is still a church, but, since it is lacking one of it's members (or parts) it operates at a handicap.  That is, it could have been an even better, more productive church if the missing member was there (just like the person with one leg could do more if he had both legs).

Scientists and doctors are even today discovering that organs within the human body that were thought to be useless serve a purpose, and a vital purpose at that.  And what about the weaker parts of the human body?  They are protected (as the heart by the rib cage, and the brain by the skull).  But just because a part is weak, it doesn't mean that it is useless!  And a person's private parts are also needful, even though they are covered.

So too in the Christian church.  The member who might look to be the most useless (like the elderly, the infirm, the sick, etc.) may well be the most important (because they are the prayer warriors, or they are the ones who minister one-on-one to other hurting persons).  We see the pastor, musicians, and teachers as the ones who are the honored because they are ever before the people.  Yet they have their call of God, and you have yours.  And everyone is important!

Now let me ask you a question.  What is your ministry?  What are you doing to promote the kingdom of God.  What are you doing to build the local church?  I can personally testify to the absolute necessity of the church in my life.  A Christian needs to grow, and to grow he needs to be taught the word of God, the Bible.  The best teaching you will get will be in church.  You will never make it as a Christian without being a part of a local church.  Never.

What ever function you can provide to the church, be sure that that church will not be complete without your function.  And you, dear friend, will not be complete without the church.  We are called to salvation by Jesus Christ.  We are kept until the day of the Lord in large part through being a part of a church.  In the church is a haven of rest.  It is a place for you to be accountable.  It is a place to learn the things of the Lord and to be taught His word.  There is safety in the church.  There is blessing in the church.

We know that Jesus Christ is the head of the body, that is, the church.  Christ is the foundation, cornerstone and head of His church.  He is head of the local church, and He is head of the church in its all inclusive broader sense, including all born again believers in heaven and earth!  Recognize the church as something other than a building (or even a religious organization), it is an organism, with Christ as the living head.  It is alive with the life of Christ made living in each member.  The scriptures say in Colossians 1:18  And He [Jesus Christ] is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
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