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One of my long-standing mottoes is that there are three qualities required in any successful person's life.  These three qualities are: being humble; being thankful; being teachable.  It is this last attribute, being teachable, that this study is about.  We will look into the account of a man named Apollos, and how his quality of being teachable affected his life.

Acts 18:24‑28 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus.  25  This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spoke and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John.  26  And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them(selves), and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.  27  And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace:  28  For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that publicly, showing by the scriptures that Jesus was Christ.

THE ENVIRONMENT OF BEING TEACHABLE
Apollos traveled to the city of Ephesus to preach the gospel.  He was born of Jewish parents in the nation of Egypt (Alexandria is a city in Egypt).  Egyptian culture is quite different from Jewish culture, so Apollos saw a lot of new things in Ephesus.  New experiences can be a great way to learn.

One of the ways you can develop an attitude of being teachable is to put yourself in an place where there are people who know more than you do, where people have more wisdom than you do.  For example, anyone who goes to school does so to be taught.  The teachers know something you don't, and you came there to learn it.  But to not go to school (this is only one example) means that you won't learn what they have to offer.  We can learn about the things of God by going to church.  And He (Jesus) was TEACHING in one of the synagogues.... Luke 13:10.  As we shall see further on in this study, if you're teachable, you will go a long way towards a successful, fulfilling life.

THE ATTITUDE OF BEING TEACHABLE
From verse 25 we see Apollos as a man strong in Bible knowledge (the only Bible at the time was the Old Testament).  He also was convinced it was the truth and lived like it.  He took the work and Word of God seriously, for the scripture says, ....he spoke and taught DILIGENTLY the things of the Lord....
No one is born with great Bible knowledge.  It has to be learned, and it has to be applied (see Psalms 119).  If you just read the Bible all day long, but never apply it (how about applying it diligently!), then you really haven't learned, or been taught, anything.  Apollos knew about the baptism of John (water baptism, also called baptism unto repentance ‑ see Matthew chapter three).  But he didn't yet know about the baptism in the Holy Ghost (Matthew 3:11). Let's see how he responded when someone told him he was missing some important points in his sermons.

THE INCREASE OF BEING TEACHABLE
Apollos was teaching what he knew, that is, the baptism of John.  He was in the synagogue hard at it.  But in the congregation was Brother Aquila and his godly wife Sister Priscilla.  Both of them were older, mature Christians.  They knew about the baptism in the Holy Ghost and other points in Christian doctrine (teaching).

So they took him aside and expounded (explained in detail) the way of God more perfectly (accurately). Did Apollos say, "Hey, who do you think you are, can't you see how popular I am, how well I speak, and how many people are listening to me? get lost you old codgers, I'm God's man of the hour, and I don't need you or anyone else telling me anything about the Bible."  No.  NO.  NO!  Apollos was teachable.  When you're teachable, and doing your best, God can teach you something else and expand, and INCREASE that which you already possess.  But if you're not teachable, you'll never get any further than where you are right now. Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser: TEACH a just man, and he will INCREASE in learning (Proverbs 9:9).

THE TESTIMONY OF BEING TEACHABLE
Aquila and Priscilla advised strongly the disciples in the city of Achaia to receive Apollos when he arrived.  They knew he was a strong Bible teacher, and that he himself had an attitude of being teachable.  Apollos now had the testimony of being a good man (you don't have to be a good man to know a lot about the Bible or to be a great speaker).

Because of his testimony, other doors opened for him to serve the Lord.  When we too are known as ones who are teachable, people will be more disposed to listen to us because they know we'll listen to them.  Be known as a man who is teachable, particularly if you want to teach others (see Romans 2:21‑23). ...rebuke (scold in a sharp way) a wise man, and he will love you (Proverbs 9:8). Love instruction! (see Psalms 50:14‑17).

THE IMMEDIATE REWARDS OF BEING TEACHABLE
From verse 28 we glean that Apollos preached to the Jews that Jesus Christ was the Messiah prophesied about in the scriptures (the Old Testament).  God was using Apollos to lead men to Christ, for the scripture says, ...he mightily convinced the Jews...  Good health is a reward too (see Proverbs 5:1‑14, especially verses 11‑14).

The whole plan of God was to bring a people unto himself, through his Son Jesus Christ.  Apollos could go around for thirty years speaking eloquently about God, but never lead one soul to Christ because he was teaching only half the gospel.  But he learned more of the gospel from Aquila and Priscilla, and he put it to work for God and God blessed it, NOW.

THE LONG‑TERM REWARDS OF BEING TEACHABLE
This passage is the first we ever hear of Apollos, the great Bible teacher.  But is it the last?  No!  He is mentioned in the book of Titus and seven times in the book of 1 Corinthians (once in the first chapter, once in the last chapter, and five times in between!).  Apollos was no flash in the pan (between the book of Acts and Titus was 10 years!).  He had a life of Christian service, and he made it for the long haul.  Why?  Because he knew the scriptures, he applied the scriptures, and he continued to learn and be taught about the scriptures and the ways of the Lord. This can be your testimony also.

If you will be a teachable person, you'll have an important ingredient to being a successful person in this life.  The Bible is a book of blessing and a book of instruction (2 Timothy 3:16, 17).  Believe God, read the Bible, learn about God.  Remember Proverbs 1:7, The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction.  Rather than be an unteachable know‑it‑all, let's strive to be teachable and to learn and apply Christian principles all our lives (see Matthew 11:28‑30).
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