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When a person is converted to Christ a change takes place. 2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold , all things are become new. So the Christian is a new creature, or new creation. Old things, that is, attitudes and sins, are passed away, and indeed all things are become new. The new includes attitudes, hopes, vision, behavior, actions, interests and a host of other benefits and experiences. Yet things not necessarily new are our personalities and our natural giftings. In this sense "we are who we are," but we now harness that personality and those gifts to honor Christ and advance the kingdom of God. Let us consider the Pharisee Saul, who became the Apostle Paul, and learn some things from his experiences and how they might apply to us. This teaching is taken from Acts chapter nine.
Paul - The Passion Driven Man  1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest.  Saul was a fireball of a Pharisee. Paul penned this in Philippians 3:5 Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews ; as touching the law, a Pharisee.)   In the preceding chapter (Acts 8) he had presided over the stoning death of Stephen, the first martyr of the Church. For Saul, even killing someone in the name of God was entirely permissible. When your ideology allows for this, and your personality is action-oriented, left unchecked you can do just about anything. Yet Saul had a great passion to do what he believed was right, and he was driven, determined, and focused; that was his personality, that was in his DNA, as it were.

Paul - Following the Process  2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem. Saul had an appreciation and respect for order, for systems, for process, and for the law. His giftings allowed for management, administration, and leadership. Add this to his education and he was indeed a force to be reckoned with. You too have giftings. 

Paul - Going the Extra Mile  3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:  4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?  Paul and his cadre were on their way to Damascus. He had his plans, and God had other plans. There was much turmoil in the city; Jesus had been resurrected, the disciples were on the move; the Holy Spirit had been given, and things we not going to be the same anymore. Meanwhilie Saul, the orthodox Jew, a leader in the Jewish community, was defending the faith. He was on the move, spanning out to cut this heresy off at the pass. But the Lord Jesus had other plans, and he met Saul on the road and Saul faced his error. How would he react to this?

Paul - Intellectually Honest  5 And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.   6 And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do. Saul met the Lord, and the first words out of his mouth were "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?" Saul was not only a man of action, he was not only focused, he was not only educated, and he was not only highly trained in the faith of his fathers, he was also intellectually honest. When faced with new information he was a man who would respond affirmatively. The scriptures are chock full of such men - Joseph, Moses, David, Isaiah - and on and on. This attribute should shared by all those who follow Christ.
Paul - Making Time for Introspection  7 And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no man.  8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.  9 And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink. Being a thinker was another attribute Paul. I like being around smart people. I've had the privilege of working with some very smart people, and some I'd put in the genius category. It's awe-inspiring to see them in their element contributing at a high level, whether it is technical, musical, leading, teaching, inventing, performing surgery - you name it, seeing a gifted person using their gifts is excellent. Using your gifts at a high level requires practice, dedication, brains, and includes introspection - honestly evaluating yourself, recognizing where you have fallen short, and making corrections. Paul had his world turned upside down. Rather than folding up the tent, he denied himself food and drink and meditated on what had happened. I'm sure the stoning of Stephen was on his mind, the families he had disrupted were on his mind, the error of operating contrary to the will of God was on his mind. But he reviewed it and then mentally prepared to make some immediate changes. 

Paul - A Man of Prayer  10 And there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and to him said the Lord in a vision, Ananias. And he said, Behold, I am here, Lord.  11 And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the street which is called Straight, and enquire in the house of Judas for one called Saul, of Tarsus: for, behold, he prayeth,  Paul was trained in the synagogue. He knew God heard prayer. And that's exactly what he was doing. What he had learned in his youth carried over into adulthood, and served him well. God does not waste experiences, and your experiences have led you to where you are now and to who you are now. Let us build on the good, forsake the bad, and be ever conformed into the image of Christ.

Paul - Known to Higher Society  12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that he might receive his sight.   13 Then Ananias answered, Lord, I have heard by many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy saints at Jerusalem:  14 And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind all that call on thy name.  15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel: Paul was an accomplished person. He had solid achievements. He was articulate. He was a leader, He had skills. He had confidence. He had boldness. He was outgoing. He called it straight. And this is the kind of person God needed for the task at hand. And this is what he found in Paul. Paul was not to change his personality to be introverted, shy, or to be a follower. There are those within the Christian community with those attributes and God uses them for what is needed in their sphere of influence. Yet God is going to use Paul for something different. God is going to use Paul’s gifts and Paul’s disposition for His glory. Whatever the Lord has for you to do, he will use your disposition and your talents. Guaranteed.

Paul - A Ready Vessel  16 For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake.   17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.  Paul had just spent three days fasting and praying. He was about to get his commission. Rather than it being health and wealth and godhood (as some teach to this day) he was going to be shown the "great things he must suffer for my namesake." That's still the message today, beloved, like it or not. And for this you need to be filled with the Holy Spirit. To be filled with the Holy Spirit you have to be a Christian, and to be a Christian you have to make a decision. Good luck trying to live for Christ when you don't have the power for it because you’re not filled with the Spirit of God. Yet when you make that honest decision, and seek God, then you too become a willing vessel, a vessel that God can fill to overflowing so that you can do his will for the long-haul, and be the person God created you for, gifted you, and equipped you to be. This doesn't have to mean being a full-time pastor; rather it can be as a school teacher, a scientist, an author, a composer, an inventor, and engineer, and tradesman, a builder, a salesman. Note how in the Good Book God gave people special gifts - even natural talents but talents used for His kingdom and His glory. Consider these verses:

Science, engineering, technology   Daniel 1:3-4 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz the master of his eunuchs, that he should bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes;  4 Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of8/12/07 the Chaldeans. 

Craftsman, Metalworkers, Builders  Exodus 31:3-5 And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship,  4 To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and in brass,  5 And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of timber, to work in all manner of workmanship.  
Managers, Supervisors, Foremen  2 Chronicles 34:12a And the men did the work faithfully. Their overseers were Jahath and Obadiah the Levites, of the sons of … the sons of the Kohathites, to supervise... 
Singers, Musicians, the Arts  2 Chronicles 34:12b  …Others of the Levites, all of whom were skillful with instruments of music.
The Ministry  Ephesians 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;  12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:
Luke, the author of the Book of Luke and the Book of Acts was a physician. Others in the scriptures were businessmen, others still farmers, or herdsmen. Daniel was a gifted administrator. The list goes on and on, persons who were gifted to do a role that benefited others and, when harnessed for God, were used to advance the kingdom of God. Why wouldn’t you want to use your God-given talents for your creator?
Paul - Willing to be Taught  18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.  19 And when he had received meat, he was strengthened. Then was Saul certain days with the disciples which were at Damascus.  Followers follow leaders better when they know the leader is himself under submission. Paul was a genius, he had a superior intellect and was an excellent communicator. Rather than taking the stage he submitted to men of God and did an internship. This is God's way. Being mentored by those who have gone there before, who have gotten results, who have a track record of successes.  These are the ones to listen to. Paul indeed saw the way of the Lord; he also took the time to be ministered to by the men before embarking out on his God-ordained mission.

Paul - A Man of Confidence  20 And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God.  21 But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests? Paul had deep knowledge of the scriptures. He could literally quote long passages, as many Rabbis today can. This takes brainpower and work. Now, Jesus took that deep knowledge and, with the illumination of the Spirit of God, the scales fell off and Paul got it. He understood how it all fit together. After a season with the brethren he straightway preached Christ in the synagogues. This was his personality, this was his gifting, this was his calling. His calling fit his gifts and personality and were used uniquely to advance the kingdom of God. Every person is needed in the Body of Christ. Recently I returned from an 850 mile road trip to six prisons. We had skilled singers and musicians. We had preachers. We had counselors. One on our team did 90% of the driving. He drove until he was about to pass out. But his ministry allowed those who had roles in the chapel services to be refreshed and rested and ready to go. It was all needed to advance the kingdom of God! Paul was confident he could do the will of God, and that confidence carried right on over into his ministry.

Paul - A Communicator  22 But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, proving that this is very Christ.  So here was Paul, preaching doctrine, and doing it in a way that communicated truth. It wasn't a namby-pamby feel good (but do you no good) message, rather, it was truth, which always does you good, though at the time it might not make you feel good to hear it! Paul could communicate. He could speak, he could write, he could exhort, he could discipline, he could encourage, he could motivate, he could inspire, he could shame, and he would do all of that and more during his ministry. Eventually he would be martyred for the cause of Christ, his race being run. Until the end, Paul was in the grip of the Master, doing the will of God using the gifts and personality God gave him.
____________________________

So what about you? What are your gifts and personality? Take your God-given talents and personality and find where it fits in God's economy. If you are called into the ministry you have got to be the very best you can be as you influence many directly by your position. If you don't have the courage or backbone for it, then go get a job pumping gas. If you are a preacher who doesn't preach, then figure out how to preach or get out of the ministry and go do something else. Quit taking up space!

What if your talents are in the secular arena? Technical, Business, Trades, Military, Finance, the Arts, Education, Government, Medicine, etc.? In your arena be the very best you can. Improve and extend your education and skills. If you aren't improving your skills, then you are not using your gifts they way that you could. God deserves your very, very best. Don't be an imposter. Don't shortcut your work hours. Don't complain about the job or the boss, but rather find out how you can make it better for your company or boss. 

Here's a great incentive for a Christian to work hard, smart, and with a good attitude - Jesus Christ is his boss! Consider Colossians 3:22 Servants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as menpleasers; but in singleness of heart, fearing God: 23 And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 24 Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.  So your labor is not in vain when it is done for the Lord Jesus Christ. One of the more sickening sights is seeing a lazy, unproductive Christian with a negative attitude. What kind of employer wants an employee like that? What kind of testimony is that to a lost world? When the unredeemed man looks at your life, the so-called Christian, and sees no difference between you and himself, then what will he find attractive in the Christian message? God wanted Paul for a specific ministry. You have seen the attributes Paul had that God used. You too have a specific calling (ministry). You have skills, experiences, and attributes needed by the Master to advance the kingdom of God.

Maybe you won't preach to thousands, but can you perform surgery so that the evangelist can see? I know brilliant ophthalmologists who have brought back persons from virtual blindness. That person going blind didn't need another preacher, they needed a surgeon! If you are to be a surgeon be the best you can be and honor God with those skills.
Take inventory of your skills. Then take inventory of your dreams and desires. If all you want to do with them is please yourself and take your ease, then you will never be the person God created you to be. There's way too much work to be done to have part of the army of God lying on a beach, walking a golf course, or camping every weekend of the year. Those periodic times of refreshing are so that you can get back into the fight and keep on doing so for the long haul. List your skills, list your desires, and then ask God to bless it and give you insight and show you your purpose!
Lay your list before the Lord, submit it to Him and see what He'll do with you. Don't be a pew warmer. Don't sit on the bench of life. Get in the mix. Let the Lord show you what great things you must suffer for his namesake (I don't hear many amen's...). Live like a real Christian. Get involved. Make a difference. Serve others and bless others.
When you come to Christ, the scales fall off, suddenly things start making sense. The Spirit of God is now communicating with you. You have been saved, you are in the ministry, whatever that ministry is.

Whatever your gifts or talents, use them. No talent is too small, no person too insignificant. All gifts are needed. Whatever you are or whatever you are studying and preparing to be, be the best you can and watch what God will do in and through you. Look what he did with Paul. An accessory to murder, a home wrecker, a destroyer of the church. But he was redeemed! He was a first-class Christian in the church and was used and blessed of God!
OK, so what if you come from a rough background? What if you broke the law? What if you were a prisoner? What if you didn't finish high school and have no real job skills? What if you are only good at stealing? Check out this verse: Ephesians 4:28 Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth. So rather than using your street smarts to steal, use your street smarts to find employment and then work your tail off for your employer and give some of your earnings away! Ever think of that? And then you who had been a taker in the devil's camp are now a giver in God's camp. Another victory for the kingdom of God. Go into law enforcement or security or the military. They can use people with cat-like nerves and savvy to do good rather than harm. Ever think of that?
Hmm... What if you are an older woman? Not a preacher, and kids are out of the house. What can you do? Well, don't do what to many Christian women do and go off and sell real estate or find some other job so you can buy that third car but rather seek to serve in teaching younger women. Instead of doing damage control when your daughter has walked out on her husband how about investing in her and other young married women by teaching them how to love their husbands and children. No one is telling the unredeemed women how to love their husbands, and no one is telling the Christian wives how to love their husbands, and the divorce rate in the church is the same as it is in the world. Funny how that works. Get off your "me first" attitude dear lady and get in the work of the ministry. Consider these verses: Titus 2:3-5 The aged women likewise, that they be in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things;  4 That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,  5 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.  Aged woman (that means your kids are out of the house), you can do this, you have gifts and experiences that speak for themselves; use them for God.

Whatever your background, whatever your talents, whatever your personality, God can take them and use them to the benefit of his kingdom. But you have to be a committed, serious participant. There are enough wash-out useless Christians in the church. God love them, they get to stay, church is open to the public, but don't pattern your life and don't get your expectations of how a Christian is supposed to live by looking at them. God forbid!
I could go on and on. If the Christian community would use their talents for God, and do so with vigor, in holiness and with a good attitude, then the world would sit up and take notice. The church community would be stronger and more desirable to a world that is looking for answers. We're not all called to preach, but we all have gifts and they should all be used to the glory of Him who loved us and gave himself for us.
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