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In this age of big government, politicians, doctors, lawyers, experts, rules, regulations and more regulations, a person can be intimidated to the point of just going along with the edicts of those who are supposed to know better than we do.  But I'm challenging you to take charge of your own life.  Be a man.  Call a spade a spade.  Let your yes be yes and your no be no!  The key to effectively taking charge of your life is found in knowing the will of God and then doing the will of God.  Let us consider Jesus and an incident where he took charge.
Luke 13:22-35  And He went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. 23 Then one said to Him, "Lord, are there few who are saved?" And He said to them, 24 "Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able. 25 "When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open for us,' and He will answer and say to you, 'I do not know you, where you are from,' 26 "then you will begin to say, 'We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.' 27 "But He will say, 'I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.' 28 "There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and yourselves thrust out. 29 "They will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God. 30 "And indeed there are last who will be first, and there are first who will be last." 31 On that very day some Pharisees came, saying to Him, "Get out and depart from here, for Herod wants to kill You." 32 And He said to them, "Go, tell that fox, 'Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.' 33 "Nevertheless I must journey today, tomorrow, and the day following; for it cannot be that a prophet should perish outside of Jerusalem. 34 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, but you were not willing! 35 "See! Your house is left to you desolate; and assuredly, I say to you, you shall not see Me until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!'"

What are some of the ingredients to taking charge?

I.  Do what you can, when you can, with what you've got.
24 "Strive [labor hard, exert much force] to enter through the narrow gate,

for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able.
Jesus was looking at those around at those with him and telling THEM to earnestly labor to enter through the narrow gate, for many will seek (want) to enter and will not be able.  It takes more than wanting, it takes doing.  The apostle John said in 1 John 5:3  For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.  Thus it is not impossible, or even a burden, if we love God to keep his commandments (that means doing something, not just thinking about it.)  Note that Jesus didn't say to build hospitals, Christian colleges, churches, or give a million dollars to the work of the kingdom of God.  Jesus told people to strive to enter through the narrow gate.  If you would take charge of your own life, and not look upon the accomplishments or talents of others (that is, in such a way as to discourage you rather than encourage you), then you can get busy about doing what YOU can, when YOU can, with what YOU have got.  We all have talents, some more than others (see Matthew 25:14-30).  Take charge of your circumstances.  Do what you can within the framework of the will of God.

II.  Be confident in what you're doing and why you're doing it.
31 On that very day some Pharisees came, saying to Him, "Get out and depart from here, for Herod wants to kill You." 32 And He said to them, "Go, tell that fox, 'Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.

Jesus said in John 10:10  The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.  God wants to bless us.  Again Jesus said in John 3:16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  Again, the apostle Peter said in 2 Peter 3:9  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  Through these above three verses (and a whole host of others) we can conclude that God is for us, and wants to bless us, and has made provision for us.  But we also see another reality, the reality of sin and the enemies of God (all the way up to the devil himself).  The enemies of God would seek to keep us from doing God's will.  But we needn't stand for it!  We can take charge and do the will of God and stick to our plans.  Show some guts.  Stand up for Christ.  When the enemy comes in to hinder you, if you know what you're doing and why you're doing it, then you can push forward with confidence, even when opposition comes.  Read the entirety of the Old Testament books of Ezra and Nehemiah.  Read of the opposition that came to the people of God as they sought to do God's will.  Yet they took charge and took heart and waxed bold because they where confident in their task and they were confident in God Almighty.

III.  Don't let others make your decisions for you.
35 "See! Your house is left to you desolate; and assuredly, I say to you, you shall not see

Me until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!'"
Men have wicked hearts, we know that from Jeremiah 17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know it?  When you leave your best interests up to others, then be prepared to get results that are not in your best interests but rather in the interests of others.  Remember the verses in the above section?  How God wants to bless us, how God doesn't want any of us to perish, how Christ gives life and gives it abundantly?  Then read about how "Your house is left to you desolate..."  Who wants a desolate house?  Do you want to leave your future up to lawyers, politicians, administrators, and bureaucrats?  Do you want other people (relatives, friends, associates) making your decisions?  If you do, then be prepared for disappointments.  Part of taking charge is making your own decisions, and those decisions had best be according to the will of God.

______________________________

Jesus knew why he was on earth, he knew his mission, and he was going to carry it out.  Jesus had a passion to do the will of God.  Do you?  Jesus called Herod (a wishy-washy bureaucrat) a fox, which is to say "you cunning two-bit thief."  Jesus wasn't going to be deterred from his plans, and his plans were to  cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow...(Recall Acts 10:38  "how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him.)  

Not only that, but Jesus told them where he could be found in the days ahead!  Jesus had a schedule and he was going to keep it, even with a death threat hanging over his head.  That's taking charge of a situation.  You can do this.  God can make you bold as a lion. (Proverbs 28:1  The wicked flee when no one pursues, But the righteous are bold as a lion.)

What are you facing today?  Job?  Job Skills?  Education?  Place to live?  Relationships?  Either you can sit back and let the government make your decisions for you, or you can take charge and do something about your situation NOW.  Take charge in Jesus' name!
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