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When studying the New Testament one can sometimes shake their head and stare in disbelief at some of the things we’re reading. One can think that because someone identifies themselves as a Christian that their behavior should be 100% consistent with the abundantly clear teaching of the Bible and the examples of Christ and the early Apostles. But alas this is often not the case. Let’s look at some events in the New Testament and see if we can see how things should be and how they actually were!

The Carnal Christian

2 Corinthians 3:1-4  And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? 4 For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 

It’s my belief that when a person comes to Christ that they really ought to get about the business of learning the fundamentals and then being able to handle deeper teaching. Yet there are those in the Christian camp, who, thirty years after their conversion are still carnal, selfish, negative, divisive, unlearned, and can’t handle anything other than pabulum teaching. By watching some of the Sunday morning preachers who only dispense pabulum one can see how many a Christian has stunted growth, is a liability rather than an asset to the kingdom, and is the number one reason why the unsaved remain unsaved – thanks to their carnal example.

The Materialistic Church

James 2:1-4 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. 2 For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment; 3 And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool: 4 Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts? 

When someone becomes a Christian all things are new, or at least they’re supposed to be new. But we bring in attitudes and baggage and carry them right on into the church. The Apostle James, addressing the Christian community, had to specifically tell them to not give the wealthy man the high honor, and the poor man the dishonor. Incredibly this still goes on to this very day. The man with the fine car, nice suit, and big bankroll is given deference, though he may be lost as a post, and the poor person, who’s seeking after God is not greeted, not embraced, not cared for. Beloved, when this happens it’s not how it’s supposed to be.

Born Again, Again?
Galatians 4:19-21 My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in you, 20 I desire to be present with you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in doubt of you. 21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law? 

In this fourth chapter of the Book of Galatians Paul gives a quick recap of what it was like before Christ came, then describes the freedom we have because of Christ the Lord. Yet the church community in Galatia was reverting back to observing things done under the Law of Moses, and/or those things done by pagans and those outside of the Christian community. Paul is so astonished that in verse 11 of this chapter he writes I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon you labor in vain. In vain! Then in verse 19 above he talks of travail in birth again! It’s like he’s starting over with these people. Is this how it’s supposed to be? Of course not, we’re supposed to grow, mature, and be useful to the kingdom of Heaven, not revert to pagan practices that we’re now free from.
Freedom to Sin?

Romans 6:1-4 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

The “greasy grace” and “sloppy agape” gospel has a core component that we can sin until the cows come home but because we’re born again God overlooks this and we’re on our way to Heaven with no consequences to our actions. People believed this lie in Paul’s time, and people believe it today. If we sin, there is grace, there is forgiveness, there is restoration. This is true, but don’t be deceived – sin has a hardening effect on anyone, and in time our consciousness toward sin wanes, and we don’t even care anymore, we don’t seek God for forgiveness, and we don’t live the abundant life Jesus spoke about. We become a Christian casualty, we are a nobody in the kingdom. It’s not supposed to be this way.

Traitors

1 John 2:16-19  For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time. 19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us. 

The Apostle John was writing to the church, encouraging them in the faith, reminding them that living according to the system of the world is not of God, but living in God’s will is the formula for life eternal. He goes on to say that there were those in the Christian camp, who studied with them, worked with them, labored with them, and went out and perverted the gospel, led many astray, and were not of God. This isn’t the way it’s supposed to be. In my own Christian experience two pastors who were very close to me abandoned the faith, fell into deep sin, and left it all behind. That’s sad enough, but to do that and go out pretending to be a minister, and do it for selfish, carnal reasons, well, that puts you in the category of an antichrist. This is not the way it’s supposed to be.
False Prophets, False Teachers

2 Peter 2:1-3 But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privately shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of. 3 And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not. 

Jude 3-5   Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. 

Because people don’t have a better understanding of the Christian and Hebrew Scriptures, they can fall prey to slick-tongued flashy false prophets and false teachers. So whose fault is this? False teachers find no personal profit in leading men and women into righteousness, but they find a lot of profit in false claims of “this is what the Lord said you should do” and the false teachings of “God will reward you 100-fold if you give into my ministry.” And sadly Christians are standing in line to hear these false prophets and teachers today, as they were in the Apostle Peter’s time. Clearly, this is not how it’s supposed to be!
Every one of the New Testament Apostles (Paul, Peter, Jude, James, John) had to write to the church to admonish, correct, instruct, and encourage. People should be living and behaving right, but many then did not, and many now do not. Here are 12 items to help you experience all that your Heavenly Father has for you:

· Be genuinely Born Again

· Be a part of a godly Church

· Understand the fundamentals of the Faith

· Get involved in outreach ministry

· Find a mentor to help you grow

· Learn to be a cheerful giver
· Avoid sin at all costs
· Associate with good people

· Invest in books, materials

· Learn how to pray, then do it
· Understand who the enemy is

· Be accountable and submitted

Now, you do all of this, and live the normal Christian life, one of peace, enjoyment, fulfillment, provision – then this will be how it’s supposed to be! When the false prophets and teachers come to your doorstep you’ll know how to handle it, rather then being in the church for thirty years and then converting over to some whack-job cult who showed you some misapplied verses which you bought hook, line, and sinker. 

In the normal Christian life you will have friends, people who will assist you in your faith and walk, and you indeed will be able to help others in the same way, and should! You’ll be an asset to your pastor. When he needs some help in ministry, he’ll think of you. Your pastor should know who you are and what your abilities are. It’s up to you to make sure this happens, you visit with him, you have lunch with him, you make yourself available to him and the work of the local church.
You should be a cheerful giver. Tithing (10% of your income) is a biblical Christian discipline and this is what funds the work of the kingdom of Heaven. There’s really no defendable reason to not be a giver. The Bible has the warning that if you clutch your money, you’ll wind up with nothing, but if you give, you’ll always have plenty. This is a truth that works, and it’s how it’s supposed to be.

A Christian should be involved in outreach. With joy I watch men I have had the privilege of training and equipping for teaching, preaching, and handling of the scriptures. I watch them blossom and excel, get in the saddle, stay in the saddle, and advance the kingdom of God. Whoever you are, if you contact me I’ll help guide you into outreach ministry. You’ll be better off for your sacrifice, your family will be better off for it, the work of the kingdom of Heaven will be better off for it, and those to whom you will minister will be better off for it. This is how it’s supposed to be.

A real stumbling block for Christians is television and movies. Another is casual (and sometimes not so casual) drinking of alcohol. It’s at this point that I begin to draw the ire of the saints. I’m not a legalist, but I can read. The scriptures are chock full of admonition against sin, wickedness, and drunkenness. There’s also some good text on being an example to others and preferring others above ourselves. If you want to watch network and cable television where gratuitous sex is on display, where lying, stealing and murder are approved, where infidelity, ungodliness, and all sort of iniquity is portrayed as the norm, then don’t wonder why God seems to be a million miles from you and you’re not happy and you’re not prospering and you’re not blessed. And if you wake up in Hell one day, don’t wonder about that either. And know this, the enemy of your soul, the devil, and the kingdom of darkness, hates you with a pure hatred and wants to see you ruined, miserable, bankrupt, and unlearned. He wants to destroy your testimony if you are a believer. Yet to the informed the devil has been overcome by the work of Christ Jesus the Lord, so act like it! This is how it’s supposed to be, we get the victory, God gets the glory, and the devil gets a mouthful of dust.
The Good Book says where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. To that end, I recommend you invest some of your treasure in books and learning materials. I enjoy walking into my pastor’s office. Wall to wall books of all types – study, reference, history, biography, doctrine, ethics, culture, you name it. My personal library is extensive as well. 
My pastor oversees the largest Christian School system in North America. There is a Wall of Fame for those who donated to the school (we do K-12). Many people gave sacrificially to make that dream of equipping young people a reality. One of Prisoner For Christ’s ministries is a drug and alcohol rehabilitation center, a 10-month residency program. We had early investors in this ministry. Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also! The way it’s supposed to be is that the work of the kingdom is financed properly, the individual is growing, and God is glorified. Too often what we have is that good ministries go wanting so the Church community can buy another flat screen TV to watch that which is not unto edification. That’s NOT how it’s supposed to be!

It’s bewildering to me the amount of unaccountability in the Body of Christ (the Church community of believers). Someone wants to change careers, go into debt, leave their spouse, you name it, they counsel with no one but themselves, perhaps sprinkling in “God told me” to make it sound spiritual, and then prating off on their merry way to the potential shipwreck of many, and often times a setting back of the kingdom of God to those around them who witness this unnecessary disaster.

It all starts with being Born Again. Jesus spoke of this to the religious leader, Nicodemus. Jesus was involved in outreach. Jesus was ministering “after hours” as Nicodemus came to him by night. Compare that to many a modern pastor or Christian who shuts off his phone and doesn’t want to bothered after 6:00 in the evening. We come to Christ in faith, believing that Jesus is the Son of God, believing that he died, was buried, and that he rose again on the third day. We ask for the forgiveness of sin, and we confess with our mouth and believe in our heart these things, and we are now a new believer in God’s kingdom. Then we get about the business of learning new habits – like prayer, like giving, like going to church, like study, and we drop off those things we used to do, those things that are unprofitable to the kingdom of Heaven, like adultery, fornication, gossiping, envying, coveting, lying, stealing, cheating, and the list goes on. It’s a new day, and your life is now hid in Christ, as it should be, and we want to glorify God in all our members.

What’s also impressive about the writings of the Apostles, as they address real issues with real people, is the continual encouraging, edifying approach they take. They will describe the error, they will bring the rebuke, but they will temper it with grace and mercy, with the heart of God on display. A major deficiency, and therefore indicator of their emptiness, are the various cults and eastern religions that center on the individual – his chanting, his happiness, his pleasure, and to heck with everyone else – without ever looking for a change in the person in the first place. It’s all me-centered, not Christ-centered. With these other systems it’s all about what I can get, how I feel, what I want to do, and nothing about me being conformed into the image of Christ, of living holy, of repenting of sin, of changing, of serving, of sacrifice, of reaching out to others, none of that! Beloved, that’s not how it supposed to be in the Church of God! God knows we need to change!
Dale Robbins writes these eleven dysfunctional church characteristics; a dysfunctional church will show several or all of the following:
1. Unethical or immoral behavior tolerated in either leadership or laity. 

2. An absence of teaching or correction in matters of sin. 

3. Dictatorial or unethical church leadership or government.

4. A failure to recognize practical spiritual priorities. 

5. Too much emphasis on esoteric thought or theory rather than practical ideals and application.

6. Unscriptural or unbalanced preaching and teaching.

7. Too much emphasis upon the superficial or sensational.

8. Irresponsibility in business matters or in public relations.

9. Isolation from the rest of the body of Christ.

10. A sense of confusion and a lack of purpose by the congregation.

11. An absence of spiritual fruit (Gal. 5:22-23).

These dysfunctions can be found in the New Testament pages, and they can be found in the Christian community to this day. These things ought not to be so, not in the Church of Christ Jesus the Lord. But they are, because we don’t surrender ourselves to the will of God, and we don’t discipline ourselves to live for God, and we don’t do it God’s way. It’s a daily decision to live for Christ based on a long-range vision and a personal desire to do God’s will. The best decision a sinner can make is to accept Christ as Savior, and the best decision a Christian can make is to go God’s way. That’s how it ought to be!

