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One of the most precious, self-protective, and useful of principles in the scriptures is a principle that is generally held in low esteem by some in the Christian community and nearly all outside of the church.  That principle is the principle of submission.  Submission is looked upon as weakness, humiliation, and to be avoided by anyone who can think for themselves.  But true submission brings liberty and is reserved for the wise and prudent, and for those who will enjoy the cover of God’s protection.

Submission comes in many areas, all intended for the good of the Christian man or woman.  The first passage we’ll look at commands submission to civil authority:
1 Peter 2:13-15   Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; 14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. 15 For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.

Any conversation about resisting civil authority, about breaking or bending the law, about how the police department and the judicial system is established to harass you and keep you down and torment you is the conversation of the ignorant or of fools.  Any such talk will only lead to disastrous consequences.  When I see a squad car or blue lights my heart doesn’t beat faster because I’m submitted to the authorities and consequently I have nothing to fear.

The second passage speaks of submitting yourself to those older than you.

1 Peter 5:5-7  Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

Both the Old and New Testaments speak of the wisdom of elders that comes about only through a life of listening to God and seeing his hand at work.  Even parents who do not know God still have their place in our lives.  And all people should be submitted to one another, holding each other accountable and encouraging one another to press into the kingdom of God.  And as we submit faithfully, God will raise us up, because if we can be submitted to God and to other, God can do much through us.

E. Stanley Jones, well-known Christian missionary to India, tells of a situation where the fellow members of his ashram helped him in a problem regarding his spiritual reputation. It seems that for a number of years Jones had supported a prominent man financially. And when the time came that he could no longer support him, the man turned on Jones and attacked him in the public press. So E. Stanley Jones sat down and wrote a letter of reply of a few sentences, the kind of reply in which you don't give your opponent a leg to stand on. As he put it, "the kind of reply you are proud of the first five minutes, the second five minutes you're not so certain, and the third five minutes you know you're wrong." But before he mailed this letter he sent this reply to the people of the ashram to get their opinion of it. They sent it back with three words written on the margin: "Not sufficiently redemptive." As Jones read those words he was devastated. He knew that he was winning the argument, but losing his man. He knew immediately that the "Christian is not in the business of winning arguments, but of winning people." So he tore up the letter and said, "Lord, you'll have to take care of my reputation." A few weeks later he received a letter of apology from the man who had turned on him. 

When the self is unsurrendered, it tends to be touchy, easily provoked, unable to bear insults. When the self is surrendered to Christ and the love of Jesus fills and cleanses the self; then we can bear all things, endure all things, and men and women are impacted by our lives.  There is wisdom is submitting to one another.

There is a place for submission within the local church.

Hebrews 13:17  Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.

Being a part of the local church is not an option.  God commands church association and to be accountable and submitted to the church authorities.  Why?  This is for our own good!  They pray for us, and seek God on our behalf.  They minister to us, and watch over us.  If you’re not in church and are unknown to the local church, how can they watch over your soul?  

There is order in the family, and an alignment of submission.

1 Corinthians 11:3  But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God.

In the family, the husband is the head of the wife (like it or not), and Christ is head of the man (like it or not), and even in the Godhead, there is an order, with Christ being submitted to the Father.  Like gravity, this is the way it is.  Either get with it and learn to abide with God’s way, or suffer the consequences of doing “your own way.”

Finally, there is a submission to God:

James 4:7-8  Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.

Submitting to God!  Humbling our will to Him who loved us and gave Himself for us should not be a burden, yet our flesh (carnal nature) rebels against this.  We have to take authority over our desires and make our desire one where we serve God and submit to him.  If you think the Devil is on your case, submit to God and find the power to resist the Devil and watch him flee!

Romans 10:3  For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.

Meek:  Showing patience and humility, submissive.

Numbers 12:3  Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.

Matthew 5:5  Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

Why do people resist surrendering themselves to Christ? For many, the reason they give is that they don't really trust God to handle their lives to their suiting. A young lady stood talking to an evangelist on the subject of consecration, of giving herself wholly to God. She said, "I dare not give myself wholly to the Lord, for fear He will send me out to China as a missionary." The evangelist said, "If some cold, snowy morning a little bird should come, half-frozen, pecking at your window, and you would let you take it in and feed it, thereby putting itself entirely in your power, what would you do? Would you grip it in your hand and crush it? Or would you give it shelter, warmth, food, and care?" A new light came into the girl's eyes. She said, "Oh, now I see, I see. I can trust God!" 

Two years later she again met the evangelist and recalled to him the incident. She told of how she had finally abandoned herself to God--and then her face lit up with a smile and said, "And do you know where God is going to let me serve Him?" And there was now a twinkle in her eye-- "In China!" 
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