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The Bible teaches that God is interested in individuals. Christ, the Son of God, came into this world to save sinners. That’s people. These verses tell it in a nutshell, John 3:16, 17 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. The “world” is the people in the world. Yet there are still clear references to God dealing with nations. This theme too runs throughout the Bible. Psalm 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD. So while God seeks out the individual, His purposes can be accomplished through the nations. It was through a nation, Israel, that the Savior of men would come. God birthed and nurtured the nation to do what it was purposed to do. God still uses nations today. Having lived in America, yet having travelled to developing countries, I have come to see and appreciate the Strength of America. Following are my observed strengths regarding the United States. Add your own! In no particular order of importance:
Legal – We have a law of the land, the U.S. Constitution. We observe laws and the citizens have rights. Our court system is grounded in law – discovered law. Our correctional system is progressive and is geared toward dignity for all, safety, and recovery of the offender. No one is above the law in America.
Education – Our education system, both primary and secondary as well as college and university equips young and old to gain skills. We have public and private education. Homeschooling is yet another choice. Scholarships and other assistance programs make education accessible to all. Research and development comes out of our universities and benefits many.

Infrastructure – From our neighborhood, highway and interstate systems, to airports, to our dams and power plants and other energy producing facilities that provide people with electricity, irrigation, natural gas and more. Phone lines, computer lines, sewage treatment, water supply. These basic services allow attention to be focused on other issues and provide for a good quality of life.

Medical – Doctors, nurses, EMTs, ambulance services, clinics, hospitals. Sanitary, well-regulated facilities. Medical care is available to all thanks to an insurance system and a charitable system. Malaria, polio, other diseases that to this day plague other nations are virtually absent here.
Monetary System – Our currency is the most respected in the entire world. Investment and savings contribute to our banking system having the resources and wherewithal to fund and finance production and creation of yet more wealth in America. Handled wisely, it is the engine for growth and prosperity. 
Production – America has a gross domestic product of $13.8 billion. The second closest country has a GDP of $4.3 billion, and the third is at $3.3 billion. No one comes close to the production capacity of the United States. This unmatched production output is directly related of our infrastructure, education, health care system, education system, economic system, and more.
Language – The United States stretches to two oceans and has the fourth largest land mass in the world. Yet it has a common language. It’s been my blessing to have travelled to all 48 of the contiguous United States. I have spoken to people in every one of those states. We all speak the same language. That contributes to efficiency, understanding, goodwill, and more. Trade across state borders is easy, television programming is understood in all states; blueprints, contracts, signage – all understood by everyone. This is not so in many countries where multiple languages are prevalent throughout those countries.

Government – Federal, State, County, City – all have laws, all work within the overall system, all are cooperative with each other. America has a government of the people and by the people. Free elections are commonplace, even to the highest level. There are checks and balances – at the Federal level there is the Executive Branch, the Judicial Branch, and the Congressional Branch. All work in a framework intended to advance the prosperity, happiness, and liberty of the individual.

Military – The only superpower is the United States. We can defend ourselves against all foes. We have the might but it is under civilian control based on our Constitution. We have various branches – Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard. All have sworn duties and responsibilities. They keep the peace, yet they do not bear the sword in vain. Add, too, police and other first responders who protect and serve.
Political System – America has principally a two-party system – not mandated by the Constitution but how things turned out over time. Both parties have sharply contrasting world views, be it education, social, economic, familial, or health care related. Both have to present ideas to the voting constituency. Should one political party abuse that privilege, laws and free elections are in place to remove those in power and replace them with others. Both parties genuinely desire the best for America, though they would endorse differing means to achieve those ends. The voter gets to decide what they prefer.

Records/Archives – Though not obvious on the surface, America spends a great deal of energy in recording events, be it births, deaths, graduations, marriages, contracts, income, hours worked, licenses, diplomas, insurance, you name it. These allow for rights and privileges to be maintained. We preserve and honor our sacred documents – The US Constitution, The Declaration of Independence, The Bill of Rights, etc. Even our legal system relies greatly on “precedent” when judging a matter. We record everything!
Land Mass – As stated earlier the United States is the fourth largest country on the planet. When one area suffers a catastrophe – earthquake/flood/fire – the rest of the country can come to its aid – and it does! We are blessed with many natural resources, we have much natural beauty, and we preserve that beauty through laws and stewardship awareness.

Technology – Be it health care, education, communication, research – to name a few – technology has improved our quality of life in America. Cell phones, computers, lasers, nanotechnology, and the things produced by designers and engineers – cars, trucks, cranes, bridges, dams, ships, jets, artificial hearts, prosthetics, bullet-proof materials, armaments, instrumentation, space exploration – all of this serves mankind and has as its highest goal the betterment of American society.
Property Rights – A person is naturally going to produce more when they can directly benefit from that effort. The ability to own property, to have a title-deed, is precious in America, and is a strength. Laws protect property, and incentive is there to produce because it can be enjoyed legitimately. The environment in America encourages ownership and production. 

Sovereignty – America is independent. It’s our culture. We defend our sovereignty. It’s our heritage to be free, to chart our course, to take risks, to explore, to pursue adventure. We enjoy and prize our foundation of personal responsibility, personal benefit, and freedom to pursue our dreams.

Diversity – In my life I have had and have to this day friendships with African Americans, Asian Americans (Japanese, Hawaiian, Chinese, Vietnamese), Native Americans, Eastern Europeans, East Indians, Canadians, Mexicans, Portuguese, French, Germans, Italians, British, Scandinavians, Persians, Israelis, Turks, Arabs – all without leaving America’s borders! Where else can one have such a variety of cultural exposure but that “Great Melting Pot” we call America! America is an “idea” rather than a place in many ways! We get to experience other peoples and cultures which gives us an appreciation for others.
I could name more, and so could you – the Arts (music, theatre, sculpture, literature), open borders between states so travel and transportation of goods is efficient, state and national parks, our heritage and history, an insurance industry (home, health, auto, life, etc.) that covers what an individual cannot cover, and more. Our farms feed America and we export food all over the world. Our freedom of assembly, freedom of speech, freedom to own and bear arms, freedom of religion, and more.  All contribute to the American quality of life. America enjoys many blessings and benefits thanks to God Almighty and a mind to work by its people, and a mind to sacrifice for others, following the ultimate example of Christ Jesus himself. But all of the above Strengths of America come because of two other Strengths in America. Those two strengths are as real as any listed above:

*  The Family – The microcosm of society is the individual family. This is where values are instilled. This is where respect for others begins. This is where the sense of security for children begins. This is where attitudes are molded. This is where a reflection of heaven should be – harmony, order, provision, protection, guidance, sacrifice and delayed gratification, companionship, love – and where understanding and forgiveness are learned. Strong families produce a strong nation. Here, in the family, training for children includes preparation for marriage and raising their own family, and preparation for their life’s vocation or profession.
*  The Church – The backbone of America is the local neighborhood church. A place to worship the Creator and Savior. A place to learn and be discipled in the ways of Christ. A place to learn the Bible and to understand the Commandments, such as “thou shalt not steal,” “thou shalt not bear false witness,” “thou shalt not covet,” and to learn that it is “better to give than receive,” that “vengeance is mine, I shall repay, saith the Lord,” that “give us this day our daily bread,” and to “prefer others above ourselves.” It is in church that young and old receive a vision of specific areas of ministry – pastoral, missionary, teacher. They see the need and hear the call. They begin new churches, or para-church ministries, dedicated to advancing the kingdom of God with like-minded persons: orphanages, rescue missions, prison ministries, ministry to street people or children or those recovering from divorce, addictions, grief and loss, etc. Other faith systems have their houses of worship, but America was built on the doctrines of the Bible.
America’s Constitution is a small document. It is based on a large document, The Holy Bible. When men follow the precepts of The Almighty, then documents like the US Constitution make sense. Laws make sense. Sacrifice makes sense. Honor and integrity make sense. Building makes sense. Giving makes sense. Benevolence makes sense. Service makes sense. Helping the infirm and poor makes sense. Kindness makes sense. Robbery, corruptness, bribery – these don’t make sense when scripture rules character and morals. 
Is America a utopia? Is it perfect? Well, not exactly. In any of the categories I’ve listed many examples can be cited of abuses and inequalities. Our heritage includes shameful actions toward Native Americans, African Americans, Japanese Americans, and the exploitation of women. So long as sinful man calls his own shots and goes his own way America, or any nation, will suffer the results of sin. Many nations in the Old Testament were utterly wiped out due to persistent sin and iniquity. Once a vile city repented as told in the story of Jonah. Nineveh, that great city with many inhabitants, was living outside of God’s will and would have been destroyed had it not been for the preaching of Jonah and the resulting repentance of the city; God stayed his hand. Two other cities, Sodom and Gomorrah, did not repent and were utterly wiped out. Was this God’s greatest plan? Hardly, God wanted them to repent but there was no repentance.
The story of Noah’s Ark recounts the judgment of God toward the whole earth. Again, not God’s desire, but the consequence of sin and wickedness and a complete disregard for the things of a righteous and Holy God precipitated the great flood. Then in the fullness of time God came to this earth and took on human flesh and became the man Christ Jesus. And by his death man’s sin was atoned for by a perfect Man. To reject this, to deny this, to ignore this, will bring on God’s wrath. In the meantime God is merciful, but there is a day of accounting coming as described in the scriptures. 
Because of the great prosperity of America men and women in America can leave our shores to proclaim the Gospel of peace through international missions. Our affluence allows for support to be provided to missionaries without withholding from their own families. I have minister friends in various African countries who have as large a family as I do (my wife and I have eight children). Yet I have the ability, due to the generosity of God’s people, my friends, my church, my prison ministry – to leave America to advance the kingdom of God abroad. My friends in those lands live in a nation handicapped by civil wars, horrific economies, and precious little of any of the qualities listed herein as Strengths of America. 

The great New Testament Book of Romans closes with these verses, Romans 16:25-27 Now to him that is of power to establish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, 26 But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, made known to all nations for the obedience of faith: 27 To God only wise, be glory through Jesus Christ for ever. Amen.
One could think that God hates the other nations, but he doesn’t. He loves them. Due to the sin and iniquity of man, many a nation is stricken with evil rulers, corrupt politicians, as well as being abused by the colonialism of a bygone era where resources were pillaged and plundered. This is a blight on the New World and Old World countries alike. They share in the poverty that has remained in developing countries. Having seen some of these countries up close, I know that they are desirous of a higher quality of life, a longer life expectancy, and the opportunity to participate in the creation of wealth and to enjoy the benefits thereof; to educate their children, to travel, to have security. They are good people trapped by poor leaders.
God Almighty is interested in nations, and the well-being and care of those therein. Consider Acts 14:15-17 And saying, Sirs, why do ye these things? We also are men of like passions with you, and preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all things that are therein: 16 Who in times past suffered [allowed] all nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Nevertheless he left not himself without witness, in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and gladness. 

Consider the opening verses of the last chapter in the Bible, Revelation 22:1-2 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

Certainly God is interested in people, and certainly God is interested in nations. God is for the healing of the nations – healed from strife, sickness, disease, poverty, crime, abuse, lawlessness, iniquity, inequality, robbery, and all types of vile wickedness. Healing from all of this, healing and restoration to the rightful place where man was created to be – in fellowship with God his Creator, with God his Savior. 

The Strength of America. A land of laws, a land of industry, a land of production, a land of freedom and liberty where the individual has a choice and has a voice – be it in government, in the legal system, in education, wherever – the individual has value. Value placed there by God Almighty. Man is valued, as we read in Hebrews 2:5-7 For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak. 6 But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man that thou visitest him? 7 Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crowned him with glory and honor, and didst set him over the works of thy hands.
The next time you have the opportunity to sing these popular lines below, consider what you do have rather than what you don’t have. With gratitude to our Father God above, and his Son Jesus Christ, and the abiding presence of his Holy Spirit, let us be thankful and grateful. And remember that great promise, made to the individual believer, in Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
           America
My country, 'tis of thee, 
Sweet land of liberty, 
Of thee I sing; 
Land where my fathers died, 
Land of the pilgrims' pride, 
From every mountainside 
Let freedom ring! 


   God Bless America

God Bless America, 
Land that I love. 
Stand beside her, and guide her 
Thru the night with a light 
     from above. 
From the mountains, 
     to the prairies, 
To the oceans, white with foam 
God bless America, 
My home sweet home.


     America The Beautiful

O beautiful for spacious skies,

For amber waves of grain,

For purple mountain majesties

Above the fruited plain!

America! America!

God shed His grace on thee,

And crown thy good 

    with brotherhood

From sea to shining sea!
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