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The Bible is chock full of people who faced trouble.  This world today is chock full of people in trouble.  People can be in trouble with relationships, with their job and finances, with their health, with their emotions, basically in all areas people can have trouble.  What about you?  Are you facing troubles of any kind, troubles that you don't really know how to get out of?  There is a secret to getting out of trouble and staying out of trouble, and that secret is found in Psalm 25.  Psalm 25 is the writing of a sin-oppressed man, but this man's petitions can be our own petitions.

Psalms 25:1-15  A Psalm of David. Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul. 2 O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me. 3 Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without cause. 4 Show me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. 5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. 6 Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been ever of old. 7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD. 8 Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way. 9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way. 10 All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies. 11 For thy name's sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great. 12 What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose. 13 His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth. 14 The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will show them his covenant. 15 Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.

Jesus said in John 10:10  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  Let us examine four areas in this Psalm to see how we get this abundant life rather than the grief that the thief brings.

Get out of Trouble and Stay out of Trouble by Asking for God's help

1 A Psalm of David. Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul. 2 O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me. 3 Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without cause.

It can be amazing how many of God's people go through life battered and beaten simply because they didn't ask God for help.  You can ask God for help, and for specific help.  How specific?  How specific would you like to get?  Jesus said in Matthew 7:7-11  Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?  Trouble is a fact of life.  Job said in Job 5:7  Yet man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.  Which way do sparks fly at a campfire?  Upward 100% of the time!  But this is not bad news to the Christian who can ask God for help and expect him to answer.  The apostle James said in James 5:16 ... The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

Get out of Trouble and Stay out of Trouble by Being Led by the Lord.

4 Show me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. 5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. 

Do you know the future?  The Christian may not know the future, but he knows who holds the future!  If you could know the result of your actions before you took those actions, wouldn't that be great!  What if you could know how "sound" a used (or new) car was before you bought it?  What if you could know the type of employment or business you should run before investing heavily in it, be it in time or money?  What if, what if, what if?  But the Christian can be led of the Lord.  Psalms 32:8  I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye.  David, a man heavy with sorrow because of sin, is here asking the Lord to lead him, because he knows that the Lord will hear his prayer and answer it, and that he can stay out of trouble by being led of God.

Get out of Trouble and Stay out of Trouble by Settling the Sin Issue.

8 Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way. 9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way. 10 All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies. 11 For thy name's sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great.

If you want to ever get the victory over sin and trouble you must settle the sin issue.  God wants to forgive sin, and he invites the sin-sick soul to the blessed rest of the Savior.  The Psalmist David says in the latter part of verse 11 pardon mine iniquity; for it is great.  This is a man who was already counted among God's people, yet he still recognized the sin in his own life, and how that sin caused him trouble, and he wanted it to be pardoned.  What does pardon mean?  It is where the consequences of sin do not have to be paid for.  You can settle the sin issue, and have victory over sin, be receiving Christ and being a new man with a new nature.  The apostle Paul said in Romans 6:12-14, 23 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.  Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.  ... For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Settling the sin issue will get us out of trouble, and also keep us out of trouble as we exercise our liberty in the grace of Jesus Christ.

Get out of Trouble and Stay out of Trouble by Humbling Yourself Before the Lord.

12 What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose. 13 His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth. 14 The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will show them his covenant. 15 Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.

Here is the secret of the Lord:  Fear God and honor him, this is humbling ourselves before the Lord.  People who are proud, unteachable know-it-alls really never get anywhere in this life.  They go from crisis to crisis, losing friends, wrecking relationships, going broke over innumerable bad and ill-advised business deals, and wind up at the end of it all without two nickels to rub together.  But the good news is that there is a way to get out of this trouble!  If a man would humble himself before the Lord, and learn of God, and, as do what is said in Proverbs 3:5-6  Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.  This verse where humility and teachableness before the Lord leads to Gods direction in the life of the believer.  This is a secret most people never realize is even there.  Be humble and not proud, for the Bible says in James 4:6  But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

_____________________________________________

Trouble (or tribulation) was and is no stranger to God's people.  We rejoice as Christians in the words of Christ in John 16:33  These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.
PAGE  
1

