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The Good Book is quite clear that in the last days the behaviors of society will become worse and worse, increasing in unrighteousness, with perversion and wickedness abounding. What had been a shame in years gone by is now defended as proper and healthy by many voices. This gross sin will topple the unredeemed and continue to ruin lives, but it will also claim those who had been counted among the righteous. Let us consider what the scriptures have to say concerning this, and how to not only avoid a disastrous fall, but to live and walk in victory, and take ground for the Master our entire life. This lesson comes from all of 2 Timothy chapter three.
Be Alert and Vigilant – Dangerous Times Are Ahead
2 Timothy 3:1 This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
It is amazing to see Christian people wandering around in a daze at the ungodliness around them. “How can this happen; why doesn’t God do something about this?” they bemoan. Well, God has done something about this, he has made a way of escape in his son Jesus, he has warned us, he has sent the Holy Spirit to indwell us. We have the tools and the knowledge to succeed. But will we? Will we remain ignorant? Will we fall into the pit of sin? Will we be discouraged? Or will we overcome? Stay red hot by being alert and vigilant; don’t let up.
Be Able to Recognize Unrighteousness

2 Timothy 3:2-4 For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God
Let us consider a quick review of these verses and see if they apply to our society…
· Lovers of their own selves  Me-first attitude, no desire to prefer others above themselves.
· Covetous  Wanting what rightfully belongs to others, jealous of others.
· Boasters  Seeking personal glory and personal acclimation. Desiring the spot light.
· Proud  Flaunting authority over others, minimizing others in one’s own sight.
· Blasphemers  Intentionally rejecting what is good and leader others to do the same.
· Disobedient to parents  No desire to be under any authority; strong willed; independent.
· Unthankful  No appreciation for what anyone has ever done for them. Entitlement mindset.
· Unholy  Pure ungodliness, no respect for anything sacred; open mockery of the things of God.
· Without natural affection  Homosexuality, sodomy, beastiality, shameful actions, lust, perversion.
· Trucebreakers Sign their name, make agreements, then break them with no shame or regret; bankruptcy.
· False accusers  Liars, those who besmirch the good name of others for personal gain.
· Incontinent  No self control, ill-tempered, rebellious, given to any whim and desire; no restraint.
· Fierce  Mean-spirited, hating for the sake of hating, finding fault in any and everything. Road rage.
· Despisers of those that are good  Meanwhile they do nothing good for anyone themselves.
· Traitors  No loyalty. Willing to sell out their employer, their friends, their country.
· Heady  Inordinately aggressive, intimidating, no thought for the feelings of others.
· Highminded  A inflated opinion of themselves, coupled with disdain for others.
· Lovers of pleasure  The number one goal of most is to be entertained (tv, sports, music, me-me-me).
Attitudes like the above can creep into the Church, and affect Christians, because that is how a fallen nature naturally goes. Recognize unrighteousness for what it is and avoid it; pursue godliness and stay red hot for God.
Discern the Genuine From the Imposters
2 Timothy 3:5-9 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 6 For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.  8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.  9 But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as their's also was.  
As heartbreaking as it is there will be those masquerading as Christians who will say the right things when convenient, but will not have the goods when the heat is on. We are not to associate with these kinds of people. Why? They don’t want to know the truth because they have had no sincere conversion, there are not works “meet for repentance” in their lives, and their works indeed testify against them. You can learn something from what a person says, you can learn a whole lot from what a person does. Even in the Christian camp persons can be caught up in lust, to the breaking of the hearts of those around them and the disastrous testimony that follows when their works are exposed. Genuine conversion and repentance keep the attitude red hot.
Accept the Price of Being A Christian In A Fallen World

2 Timothy 3:10-12 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,  11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.  12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
There are numerous advantages to being a Christian, be they emotional, physical, or spiritual. Yet there are some disadvantages as well. One must buffet their own body, that is, bring it under subjection as it naturally is disposed to do evil. It’s like swimming against the stream. Rather than indulge ourselves, we are to discipline ourselves, to live a life of godliness that produces more godliness. Further, the Christian, being in a fallen world, is not going to be given a hero’s welcome, no, they are going to be persecuted, abused, railed upon, resisted, you name it. For some enlightening reading (if the Bible isn’t enough) read Foxx’s Book of Martyrs. See how pleasant it was being a follower of Christ in times past. Embrace the price with a red-hot fervor.
Your Secondary Foundation: Christian Teaching

2 Timothy 3:13-15 But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived.  14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them;  15 And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
It is a blessing to have been taught the scriptures from an early age. Those with that advantage have been able to side-step much self-imposed grief. The principle herein is one of accountably and association. Associating with those who can teach you, those from whom you can learn, is God’s way. It’s a safeguard. To be accountable to others, to be cared for by others, others mature in the faith, also contributes to a solid, godly foundation. This “secondary” foundation is possible because of the “primary” foundation, the foundation of the Word of God. A strong foundation gives you the stability to get and stay red-hot for the kingdom of God.
Your Primary Foundation: The Word of God

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:  17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

To be able to do the good works required of you, required of any Christian, requires the foundation of the Word of God. The Word of God is our source for doctrine (teaching), reproof (censure; rebuke); correction (alignment), instruction (“how to”). Why? That we may be complete (perfect), and have all of the tools and knowledge to do what God requires of us. Knowing the Word of God, and letting it have its way with you, is the #1 ingredient for living a red-hot Christian life – one of continually being conformed into the image of Christ.
Ungodliness will increase; this is all revealed in the Word of God. The Church (believers) is being purified. The sheep are being separated from the goats. Those who don’t even have the self control, or desire, to live holy, will be spewed out of the mouth of the Master. Recall the sobering words of Jesus in  Revelation 3:15-16 I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth. Rather than praying to not have your faith grow cold, we would all do well to pray the moment we feel our faith and commitment to Christ and love for God is anything less than red hot! Even if it cools a little bit, repent and believe the Gospel and ask God to guard your heart and mind. If you simply get to being lukewarm (never mind getting cold) you will be spat out.

Keep you love and fire for God red hot. Stand fast with what you have been taught. Don’t resist God, rather, resist the devil. Flee from temptation. Don’t struggle against temptation, flee temptation! Temptation will be all around you in these last days. If you go where it is slippery the devil and the forces of hell will knock your brains out. You will be one more failed testimony in the Church of God. Rather that this being your outcome, avoid temptation always. Stand fast. Heed the words of Jesus in Luke 17:32 Remember Lot’s Wife. 


Perfect (or complete) yourself with the Word of God. Understand the Word of God, memorize it, rehearse it, study it, love it. Learn Christian doctrine, ethics, morals, behavior. Stand fast and you will see God work in you and through you. Further, keep your faith and love at a red-hot fever pitch. Never grow cold, never compromise holiness, never wind up like Lot’s wife. Rather, be an overcomer and make it all the way –red hot!
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