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Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. Galatians 6:7

Both the Old and New Testaments use agrarian examples to describe spiritual truths. One of the more common examples is sowing and reaping. Sowing is the planting of seeds, and then the expectation is that the seeds will sprout and grow, and there will be a harvest when the plant is at maturity. I have observed that the principle of sowing and reaping has been used largely as a negative, that is, it’s been portrayed as a principle that only has bad consequences. The verse above is quoted in a stern voice to the one who has misfortune – “you reap what you sow…” There is justification for the negative side of sowing and reaping, which we’ll investigate, but there is also a positive side, and that’s the good news! The good news of this principle is that if we recognize and apply it in a positive manner, the truth still applies – “you reap what you sow!”

Some of the negative aspects of sowing and reaping are as follows:

· Job 4:8 Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the same. 
· Proverbs 22:8 He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity: and the rod of his anger shall fail.

· Hosea 8:7 He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity: and the rod of his anger shall fail.

An excellent negative application of the law of sowing and reaping is that if you sow wickedness, you will reap the same. It never ceases to amaze me at sports stars caught using illegal drugs, politicians whose extramarital affairs are discovered, the business financial officer caught embezzling, and the man who says “I didn’t do it” only to have it discovered that he did do it and is caught in a flat out lie. Behold the cheater – does he prosper? Hardly! Every Christian ought to hate sin and should do everything they can to avoid it. When given an opportunity to take advantage of someone, don’t do it. If a Christian could just look down the road and see the results of the sin they are about to participate in and how it’s going to steal hopes, kill dreams, and destroy relationships, they wouldn’t take that first step. But sin is deceiving, and the devil is a deceiver, and we get deceived when we think that we can get away with anything. 
Consider 1 Corinthians 9:24-27  Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receives the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. 25 And every man that strives for the mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. 26 I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beats the air: 27 But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. Here Paul writes about competitors in a race running hard, but only one receives the prize; we are to run too, but strive to obtain the prize of self mastery, that is, self control, being temperate in all things. For unlike the competitors in a race to win a natural prize, one that will be soon forgotten, we run for a prize which is incorruptible, and has eternal value. And like the athlete Paul keeps his own body under subjection, lest if he doesn’t, and has a moral collapse, even if fleeting, his testimony is damaged and he cannot preach anymore because people will see him as a phony, a hypocrite, and cast him off such that his message has no further application in anyone’s life. 
Beloved, do you see why, if you name the name of Christ, that you have to be on your guard, you have to control your emotions and passions, you have to strive and run and work and fight and struggle and overcome, else if you sow to the wind you will reap the whirlwind? How many prominent Christian ministers shipwrecked their ministries, testimonies, and families by an indiscretion? It goes on all too often – another scandal in the Christian community and the name of Christ is once again dragged through the mud because the minister figured the rules didn’t apply to him and somehow he could get away with it!  Read about David and Bathsheba if you somehow think you will get away with anything! 
Read about how King David didn’t bring his own body under subjection, and how his sin of adultery led to murder. You think you have something going that surpasses David’s position in the kingdom of Heaven? David, the man after God’s own heart, the home-wrecker, adulterer, murderer, who saw the armies of Israel thoroughly routed after his sin, who saw disaster in his own home by the hands of his sons, and who had to fight and claw and never again enjoyed the peace and prosperity in his home or country he had before! And somehow you think you can sow to the wind and not reap the whirlwind? Why do you think that, O man?
Now let us look at some of the positive aspects of reaping and sowing:

· Psalms 126:5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.

· Hosea 10:12 Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy…

· 2 Corinthians 9:6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.

Herein is the part we want to focus on and enjoy and leverage to our advantage. Recall we are looking at the concept of “you reap what you sow.” Sowing in tears – every parent understands this. It takes commitment, sacrifice, and no small expense to bring a child into the world and raise him or her to maturity; yet there are those joys that will only be had by such parents, during the process and afterward, in raising children. Business owners who toil, sacrifice, scrimp and save, and finally, after years, see the increase, have the joy of accomplishment and the satisfaction of seeing a dream become a reality. In my own life, having spent ten years in college, part-time, mostly night school, trying to understand what the professors were explaining while being hungry, cold, and wet (it rains a lot in Seattle) sitting in the classroom, and not playing on sports teams, and not going on picnics or vacations, but putting my head down to work and many a night I was sowing tears – tears of frustration over not understanding the material, tears of despair at how long I had to go to complete the program, tears of regret when the sun came out and friends were enjoying life while I sat behind a desk with my nose in a book. But then the day came where I reaped in joy – joy at completing the program, joy at the promotions and opportunities that came, and over 20 years later I still reap in joy the harvest that was sown in tears. This is the upside of “you reap what you sow.” As the saying goes, you can pay now and play later, or you can play now and pay later. Meaning there’s a price to be paid to succeed; it’s not free. 
Note the verse above, 2 Corinthians 9:6. Here is another truth that works to our advantage!! Consider Proverbs 11:24 There is that scatters, and yet increases; and there is that withholds more than is meet, but it tends to poverty. Here’s the same verse in the New Living Translation, Give freely and become more wealthy; be stingy and lose everything. Another upside to the principle of sowing and reaping is that if you give abundantly, you will receive abundantly, and be further ahead, much further ahead, than if you had just kept what you had to yourself. In fact, if you keep what you have to the point of stinginess, the scriptures teach that you will lose even what you have, and be well on your way to poverty. Early on in my Christian walk I learned how to be a giver. I learned how to tithe, and I learned how to be generous, and learned how to be a conduit of resources to those who had needs. Now what’s amazing is that at age 52 my house has been paid off for a number of years, I have no credit card debt, we have no school loans, even though I have four kids in college, we have taken two cross-country motorhome trips, we vacation almost every year, there is plenty of food in the house, we have five excellent cars in the driveway. In this down economy I still have a job, I do contracting work, I do consulting work, and have other business interests underway that are prospering. My wife hasn’t worked outside of the home for 25 years. And each and every year we give away thousands of dollars to churches, ministries, the poor, friends, family, even to people I don’t know. Beloved, I tell you this to demonstrate that the principle of sowing and reaping works.
The formula is simple. You reap what you sow. That’s the bad news, and that’s the good news. It’s bad news if you want to violate God’s laws, if you want to be stingy, if you choose to be anti-social, if you’re lazy, if you have a lottery-mentality, if you have no skills, if you won’t pay the price to move forward. But it’s good news if you decide to sign up for that college class, to read that book, to be a friend, to give to others in need, to share with the poor, to live righteously so that you may obtain mercy. Be not deceived [don’t think for a minute that this doesn’t apply to you]; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth [good or evil], that shall he also reap. Galatians 6:7 Let’s be on the good side of this principle. Rather than thinking you can get away with anything, put your energy into doing righteousness and enjoy the blessings that follow, and they always follow!
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