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Having been a part of the Kingdom of God for some thirty years I’ve lived to see many people come to Christ. I have seen many of them go on to Christian maturity and be productive in the work of God. Yet there is no denying that among those who take Christ as savior for some their testimony does not endure until the end. Jesus had his Judas, and Paul had his Demas – men who labored with Jesus and Paul who turned their back on Christ. Let us consider our own walk with Christ, and ensure that we are among those that make it all the way home, and maintain our testimony, and see victory all the days of our lives.
Luke 8:5-15 A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. 6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. 8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. 9 And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be? 10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand. 11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 13 They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. 14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. 

In this parable there is the sower, the one sowing the seed. The sower is God Almighty. The seed is the Word of God. Then there’s the fowls of the air, which in this parable represents the devil. Then there is the ground – where the seed falls. This is representative of the hearts of those people who hear the Word of God. Any person can have one or more of these heart conditions at any one time.
1 – Wayside Ground/Lazy Heart  This is what happens to many people, people that are carefree in regard to spiritual matters. The gospel sounds good on first look, after all, maybe there’s some profit in it! But the gospel is not intended to be an add-on in the life of the believer; rather, it is to take first place. We are to be conformed into the image of Christ. How many believers go on for many years never learning the doctrines of the Faith, never participating in the work of the Kingdom of God, only to wind up shipwreck, or ineffectual, or being converted to a false religion because they had no foundation for themselves, and were easy prey for the wolves in sheep’s clothing. The lazy heart, also sees God as a short-cut to success, where all they have to do is attend a few church services, sing a couple of songs, and not persever or work hard and sacrifice yet still succeed. This is a deception, a deception of the devil, and the devil snatches away the good seed from our heart because we weren’t paying attention and we weren’t diligent and we were asleep at the switch!
How to avoid this heart condition: Knowledge Start studying now! Know what you believe and why you believe it. Understand what your salvation and relationship to Christ is all about. If you are reading this, and you are ignorant of the fundamentals of the Faith, and you’ve been a Christian for longer than two years, then you are in serious danger of missing the Kingdom of God. You are easy prey for the devil to snatch away your faith. Here is where the Authority of Christ comes in as described in Ephesians 4:11-12 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. These ministers and their ministry provide not only covering to the believer, but also knowledge because they teach and they equip the saints for the work of the ministry. For a Christian to not submit to the Authority of Christ as revealed through ministers of Christ is to be careless and distracted and then the word of God that was sown in their hearts gets snatched away and does not produce the fruit intended.
2 – Hard Ground/Hard Heart  This is the lot of many people. They have hard hearts. They weren’t born this way, but they made the choice to be this way. Perhaps a rough childhood, or some setback, or a disappointment, and they allow their heart to be hard toward others. The gospel can be put right in front of them and through the years of sinful living, the natural cynicism, the bad attitudes, the negativity and the hammer of life cause them to harden their hearts. The word of God is quick and powerful, and even with hard ground it can begin to sprout. Be not deceived, sin has a hardening effect. When Paul the Apostle presented the gospel message to King Agrippa, Agrippa replied in Acts 26:28 Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian. King Agrippa had it all going his way. He had the apostle to the Gentiles explain the gospel. Yet he still rejected it. He chose to resist the Holy Spirit of God. Here we need the Character of Christ, the Fruit of the Spirit, as revealed in Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering (patience), gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness (humility), temperance (self-control): against such there is no law. When these attributes are developing and moving in your life, it is hard to be hard hearted!
How to avoid this heart condition: Attitude of Prayer Ask the Holy Spirit to soften your heart. Spend time in communion with God Almighty, in prayer. Let the Character of Christ be developed in your life, where the foundation is prayer. Enter into worship. Fellowship with the believers at church, and raise your hands toward God during the worship service. Be prepared to believe the gospel, and read it with faith, and let your faith be increased. Keep a soft heart toward God, a tender heart. Receive the Word of the Lord with joy and gladness, and believe God as a child believes his natural father.

3 – Thorny Ground/Burdened Heart We come into this word dead toward God, but through the born again experience have our spirit made alive toward God. Yet we are still humans, living in a natural world but as Christians made alive to understand the spiritual world. When we receive the Word of God and don’t mix faith in our new walk with God, a walk that requires faith, then we can allow the cares of this world to enter in, just as they do to the unsaved person. We have to provide for our families, and make a living, and sometimes when the cares of the world come on strong, we can lose our grip on the things of God. This is a lack of faith. The Christian life is a supernatural life… if we make it so. Here the Power of Christ is needed. We call this the Gifts of the Spirit as described in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit; to another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues. Would it help keep you from succumbing to the cares of this world if you had supernatural Faith? How about a supernatural Word of Knowledge about making a decision? Or the Word of Wisdom concerning how to handle a situation? It’s not too likely that you’ll get choked out with the cares of this world when you walk a supernatural Christian life.
How to avoid this heart condition: Faith Over and over the scriptures teach that God will take care of his own. The Bible also teaches that the Christian is passing through, that we’re looking for a city whose builder and maker is God. We are in the world but not of the world. If we get our eyes off Christ, and begin to look at the bills that have to be paid, the money we don’t have in savings, or the boat in the neighbor’s yard that we’d like to have, then we can ease out of our Christian commitment and become consumed with the cares of this world and the pursuit of riches. We must have faith in God, and exercise that faith to become stronger and stronger in serving God.
4 – Good Ground/Receptive Heart This is the person who receives the Word of God with gladness, and they enter right in and move on to maturity. They don’t have carefree, heart, thorny hearts. They reap fruit, they advance the Kingdom of God in their own heart and in those they have influence with. This is how it’s supposed to be, and how it can be. Even if you got off to a poor start, you can start increasing your Knowledge of the Faith, you can seek God in Prayer and have your heart soft toward God, and you can believe God, and have Faith in God, and with a prayer of recommitment, get on the road to blessing in God’s kingdom. The good ground is one that is obedient, one that is submitted to the ministry, one that is a doer of the Word, and not just a bench-warmer in the kingdom of Heaven. When the seed of the Word of God hits this ground, it has its intended effect – it produces fruit, fruit in our lives, and fruit in the lives of those around us. A man of God is one that is a doer of the Word, has knowledge of the kingdom, prays, and has faith in God. 
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