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One lesson that many Christians never learn is that to be fulfilled, excited, productive, and progressive as a Christian one must give God something to work with.  This lesson centers around the apostle Paul, a man who had a few things going against him, but one who, nevertheless, was mightily used of God-- simply because he gave God something to work with.  You too can be successful as a Christian if you would give God something to work with. 

Acts 21:1-19   And it came to pass, that after we were gotten from them, and had launched, we came with a straight course unto Coos, and the day following unto Rhodes, and from thence unto Patara:  2  And finding a ship sailing over unto Phenicia, we went aboard, and set forth.  3  Now when we had discovered Cyprus, we left it on the left hand, and sailed into Syria, and landed at Tyre: for there the ship was to unlade her burden.  4  And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem.  5  And when we had accomplished those days, we departed and went our way; and they all brought us on our way, with wives and children, till we were out of the city: and we kneeled down on the shore, and prayed.  6  And when we had taken our leave one of another, we took ship; and they returned home again.  7 And when we had finished our course from Tyre, we came to Ptolemais, and saluted the brethren, and abode with them one day.  8  And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him.  9  And the same man had four daughters, virgins, which did prophesy.  10  And as we tarried there many days, there came down from Judaea a certain prophet, named Agabus.  11  And when he was come unto us, he took Paul's girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and said, Thus saith the Holy Ghost, So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and shall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.  12  And when we heard these things, both we, and they of that place, besought him not to go up to Jerusalem.  13  Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.  14  And when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, The will of the Lord be done.  15  And after those days we took up our carriages, and went up to Jerusalem.  16  There went with us also certain of the disciples of Caesarea, and brought with them one Mnason of Cyprus, an old disciple, with whom we should lodge.  17  And when we were come to Jerusalem, the brethren received us gladly.  18  And the day following Paul went in with us unto James; and all the elders were present.  19 And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry.

Let's recall what things Paul had going against him when he came to Christ.  For starters he had terrorized Christians, he had them thrown into jail, he consented to the destruction of families, and he even allowed murder to go on in his presence.  That's a lot of "guilt" baggage to be carrying around!  Then Paul came to Christ.  He could have withdrawn within himself at that point if he had wanted to.  Why?  Many, many men who come to Christ from difficult backgrounds never accept God's forgiveness for their sins.  Because of that, they never amount to anything because they consider themselves unworthy.  But that doesn't get them anywhere; they don't feel blessed as a Christian because they have never given God the opportunity to work in their lives.  THEY HAVE NEVER GIVEN GOD ANYTHING TO WORK WITH.  At Paul's conversion he said, "Lord, what will you have me to do."  God answered that prayer, and Paul became the greatest example for Christ who ever lived.  The above passage in Acts helps us to see a pattern for successful, quality Christian living.

ACTION  1-2  And it came to pass, that after we were gotten from them, and had launched, we came with a straight course unto Coos, and the day following unto Rhodes, and from thence unto Patara: And finding a ship sailing over unto Phenicia, we went aboard, and set forth.

The brothers were not content to sit on their duff playing cards.  They got up and got moving!  The saying that God can't steer a ship that isn't moving really has a lot of truth to it.  Get moving.  These men set forth.  Often God's leading and blessing comes when we initiate the action.  A Christian who is active is a Christian who is giving God something to work with.

AWARENESS  4  And finding disciples, we tarried there seven days: who said to Paul through the Spirit, that he should not go up to Jerusalem.

Notice that it was after the brothers were on the move that God spoke to them.  Why didn't God tell them all this before they sailed?  Because often times that's not how God works!  Some people never realize this truth!  The men were listening for the voice of God, and they heard it.  But they heard it after they were on the move.  When you give God your attention, then you're giving God something to work with. 

ACCOUNTABILITY  5  And when we had accomplished those days, we departed and went our way; and they all brought us on our way, with wives and children, till we were out of the city: and we kneeled down on the shore, and prayed.

The men were seeing to the needs of their families, but they were also humbling themselves before the Lord.  They knelled down on the shore, and prayed.  They recognized their accountability to Christ.  When men do things their own way, they get what they get.  Acknowledging Christ's Lordship in your life is giving God something to work with, and you get what God gives, which is joy, peace, blessing....

ACTIVITIES  8  And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him.

Just as in verse four, the brethren are staying with other Christians.  What are your activities?  Do you seek godly company and Christian fellowship?  Do you make it a point to be in church on Sunday?  When you put yourself in a position where something good can happen, then something good probably will happen.  On the contrary, if your activities include the bars and the movies and wicked parties, then something poor will probably happen.  The Bible is right when it says bad company corrupts good morals.  Put yourself in a position where something good can happen, God can work with that.

ATTITUDE  13  Then Paul answered, What mean ye to weep and to break mine heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.

Paul's passion was the work of the Lord.  When you have a good attitude, then God can use it.  If you have a lousy attitude, then you aren't giving God anything to work with.  Paul had an attitude of Christian service.  The happiest Christians on earth are those who are busy about the work of the Lord, and they are happy because God is blessing them, and God is able to bless them because they're giving God something to work with. 

ACCEPTANCE  19  And when he had saluted them, he declared particularly what things God had wrought among the Gentiles by his ministry.

Paul accepted his responsibilities, and because of that, people accepted Paul. Paul saw the hand of God is his ministry.  He got the job done.  He was received by the Christian community, even though he had a crime-ridden past.  How you start as a Christian is not important, but how you end is.  When you accept your responsibilities, and then begin to act on them, then God can and will use you, and He will because you have given Him something to work with. 

So Paul, the convict, the home wrecker, the unmarried, wrote two-thirds of the New Testament, and blessed untold millions throughout the ages with his writings (under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit).  What about you?  You too can be something in the kingdom of God.  Regardless if your divorced, a felon, unemployed, without a college education, God can still use you, and bless you, and cause you to have an abundant life .... but you have to give Him something to work with!  Get about God's business.  Know His joy.  Leave off the laziness, the complacency, the irresponsibility, the con-games, the self-centeredness, and the empty party life, and get active in the kingdom of God.  Give God something to work with.  Follow these six A's.  Get on the A-team!
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