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One of the hallmarks of the Christian community is the sharing of the gospel message – the message of the Good News of Jesus Christ. The Christian community should and does, in addition to the spoken word, reflect the heart of God by building, by creating, by advancing society. One would think that this message of redemption and the good works that follow the people of God would be welcome. Who wouldn’t appreciate colleges (Harvard University, the oldest university in America, was founded to train ministers, and innumerable other universities and colleges were founded by people of faith), who wouldn’t appreciate hospitals (numerous hospitals were founded by Protestants, Catholics, and Jews), and who doesn’t appreciate physical training for children and younger people (the YMCA – the Young Men’s Christian Association, and the YWCA, the Young Women’s Christian Association). All of these institutions were founded by people of faith, at personal cost and sacrifice, because of a desire to promote the welfare of people as a reflection of God in their lives. Yet, in any circumstances, regardless of the good works done someone won’t like it. Be it holidays, assemblies, prayers, even statuary, that which has been a part of a community’s heritage is challenged more and more because, indeed someone won’t like it. This happened a lot in Bible times as we shall see…
Living Right – 2 Chronicles 36

11 Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to reign, and reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 12 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD his God, and humbled not himself before Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the mouth of the LORD. 13 And he also rebelled against king Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by God: but he stiffened his neck, and hardened his heart from turning unto the LORD God of Israel. 14 Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people, transgressed very much after all the abominations of the heathen; and polluted the house of the LORD which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. 15 And the LORD God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place: 16 But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy. 17 Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young man or maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: he gave them all into his hand.

Here is the tale of yet another political leader who thought it hip to mock God. The people followed him. Even when a direct word from a prophet of God was delivered right to him, he thumbed his nose at it. And the religious leaders followed this example too – certainly they wanted to keep their positions and jobs so they sold out. The people, seeing their national leaders and their religious leaders going the way of sin followed suit as well. God, in his rich mercy, had compassion on them and sent messengers. Amazingly, though the messengers were sent by God, someone didn’t like it. The national leaders didn’t like it. The religious leaders didn’t like it, and the people didn’t like it. So for their own good, and to preserve the nation, God turned them over to other nations who overran and subdued them. Much suffering, and it didn’t have to be that way, but because someone didn’t like it, they wound up on the judgment end of God. How about you and me? Do we want to go with the tide? Do we want to rely on our technology, our military strength, our economy, or do we want to value and appreciate these things but still bend our knee to God Almighty and do his will. Well, beloved, if you do chose God’s will and righteousness, and living right and doing right in his sight, know this: someone won’t like it. Decide you’re going to live right anyway.
Building – Nehemiah 2
 18 Then I told them of the hand of my God which was good upon me; as also the king's words that he had spoken unto me. And they said, Let us rise up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work. 19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite, and Geshem the Arabian, heard it, they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebel against the king? 20 Then answered I them, and said unto them, The God of heaven, he will prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and build: but ye have no portion, nor right, nor memorial, in Jerusalem.
In the exciting Book of Nehemiah you have a young cupbearer (not a king, not a priest, just a lowly cupbearer upon whom the Spirit of the Lord dwelt) who hears of the broken down city of Jerusalem. Nehemiah, at this time in history, was serving King Artaxerxes. Word came to him of the state of Jerusalem and the suffering of the inhabitants, the Jews. We find Nehemiah, a good man, doing what good men do when the Spirit of the Lord comes on them, and when the burden of the Lord is on them, and when God’s heart touches their heart – they want to act. And here’s what Nehemiah did: he wept (his heart was broken), he mourned (reflected on the misery of the Jews, and gathered his thoughts), he fasted (a Biblical means of focusing in on God’s specific will for a specific situation), he prayed (with conviction), he confessed sin (his and those of the Jews who abandoned God). The short story is that the king saw Nehemiah’s sadness and asked about it. Nehemiah told him and the king granted Nehemiah time and materials to go rebuild Jerusalem. Story over? Hardly, because like in all things someone won’t like it. Even after prayer and permission from the king the job is not over, it’s still got a long way to go. Beloved, when you are commissioned by God to be a missionary, a deacon, an elder, a pastor or evangelist, don’t expect the red carpet treatment from everyone. When you want to acquire land and build a work for God don’t expect the mayor to be there with a glowing endorsement. When you get started in ministry someone won’t like it. Start a ministry anyway. Build anyway. Advance anyway. Nehemiah had to contend with Sanballat; you’ll have to contend with someone also. So be it. The king wasn’t around anymore, but courage was still required for Nehemiah. It will be for you also. By the way, it takes skill, planning, cooperation, vision, sacrifice, finances and effort to build something. Any idiot can tear something down.
Something New – Acts 2

12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? 13 Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine. 14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words: 15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour of the day. 16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel; 17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy… 21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

The sending of the Holy Spirit has just happened. The gathering of peoples from various nations have just heard the gospel message in their native tongue by persons obviously not of that nationality. Paul later in the New Testament gives clarity to this when he says that we can indeed speak, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, in the tongues of men and of angels. Indeed, this was a supernatural manifestation of the Holy Spirit in the lives of praying people, and something new was happening. And as usual because it wasn’t standard fare we see once again that someone won’t like it. While much rejoicing is going on, and clearly something supernatural is happening, the negative know-it-alls have an immediate answer, in this case, ‘everyone’s drunk’. Well, when you don’t understand something and are too lazy or ignorant to investigate, you come up with a snap answer. When you seek after the Holy Spirit and the things of the Spirit someone won’t like it. Get used to it. 

Intellectual Honesty – Acts 17

22 Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you. 24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; 25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; 26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us: 28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. 29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. 30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 32 And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, We will hear thee again of this matter. 33 So Paul departed from among them. 34 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: among the which was Dionysius the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them.

Here’s Paul in Athens, the cultural, scientific, academic, and intellectual center of Eurasia, which in that day and age meant of the world. So one would think that these educated intellectuals would in fact be intellectually honest. But, like today, they enjoyed praising each other, giving each other awards, and looking down their noses at anyone who challenged them. Paul comes and calls their attention to all the monuments to various gods, and even notes with irony the monument to the Unknown God, whoever he might be, just to make sure all of the superstitious bases were covered! Paul stands in the midst of them and delivers an amazing sermon. In this sermon he brings to the people relevance, meaning, and explanation of the reality of Almighty God, even in the context of their own superstition. The message includes repentance, something intellectuals then and now don’t much care for. Paul hits the essentials, including the resurrection. And as usual when the message goes out someone won’t like it. Sure enough, some mocked. Paul speaks of intelligent design to the universe and that doesn’t sit well with sinners who want to be their own master and would rather intellectualize something to their limited satisfaction and purposefully and without intellectual honesty dismiss new evidence and new information. Yep, share the gospel message with the tolerant, intellectually honest crowd, and someone won’t like it. But in Athens, some did believe, and even in the midst of belief, someone won’t like it. Always has been this way, and always will be.
Your Testimony, Part I – Hebrews 11

35 Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: 40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.

In this chapter in the Bible the writer describes what has been commonly referred to as the “Faith Hall of Fame.” The stories of Abel, Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Moses, Joshua and the walls of Jericho, Rahab, Gideon, David, Samuel – and more! These all saw the promises of God manifest in their lives. But in every story there were the naysayers, the negative, the enemies of God, and in every story in the Bible you can read when someone didn’t like it. It could have been a brother (Abel), your neighbors (Noah), pharaoh (Moses), common robbers and thieves (Gideon), Saul the king (David), and more. In reading about these, though they did not receive the promise in this lifetime, with the eye of faith they did receive the promise. But all along someone didn’t like it.  As a result the people of God were tortured, abused, discriminated against, beaten down, afflicted, tormented, and made destitute. Why? Because the tolerant crowd had their share of enemies of God, and someone didn’t like it. Beloved, when you purpose to serve God someone won’t like it. They will make life difficult. God is pleased with our faith. Press on, and receive the promise, if not now, then in time. Share your testimony, identify with Christ and his kingdom, and it’s guaranteed someone won’t like it.
Your Testimony, Part II – Jude
14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, 15 To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him. 16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage. 17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 18 How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ungodly lusts. 19 These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit. 20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, 21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 

The apostle Jude summarizes it well for us, because of rampant ungodliness expect that the enemies of Christ are going to mock you and the message of the cross. They have not the Spirit, they are unredeemed and ungodly in words, deeds, and general behavior. They complain incessantly, they walk after their own lusts, are self-centered, arrogant, and enjoy their position. They are sensual and reprobate. If that’s how some people are, is it any wonder that when righteousness is present someone won’t like it? Darkness doesn’t like the light. Deeds done in darkness are not wanting to be exposed. When an evangelist or preacher starts turning on the light, someone won’t like it. They’ll persecute, alienate, create laws to allow their godlessness to continue, and eliminate righteousness. Jude says to remember the words of the apostles, how someone won’t like it when the gospel message goes out. And for us we are to keep ourselves in the love of God even though someone won’t like it when we do.

___________________________________________

Be it living right, building, experiencing something new, intellectual honesty, or just sharing your testimony, someone won’t like it.  You can live right and someone won’t like it, live right anyway. You can want to build, and someone won’t like it, build anyway. You can embrace something new in God’s kingdom and someone won’t like it, embrace something new anyway. You can be intellectually honest and someone won’t like it¸ be intellectually honest anyway. You can share your testimony and someone won’t like it, share your testimony anyway and live a life that is well pleasing to God. 
Here’s a partial list of some life choices I’ve made that someone didn’t like: Having a large family (8 kids); spanking; prison ministry; international missions; homeschooling; living debt free; multi-level marketing business; going to night school; working two jobs many times; being full-gospel; demanding accountability in the workplace; taking responsibility; challenging oppression; to name a few. Of course, anyone who votes one way or the other is going to invite the criticism of a lot of folk who vote the other way. It is what it is. Whatever the issue, someone won’t like it.
My advice to someone divorced who wants to get married again is get married again. Someone won’t like it but it’s a matter between you and God Almighty. My advice to anyone with a jail or prison record who wants to join a church and do something for God Almighty is join a church, pitch in, get busy, and realize that whereas you’ll find forgiveness, support, and encouragement, there will still be someone who won’t like it. Join a church anyway. My advice to someone considering higher education is to go after it with all vigor, just be sure that someone won’t like it. Get more education anyway. You can live your life as a murmurer, and a complainer, and a troublemaker, and a destroyer, and a negative-Nelly, and a doubter and think that’s advancing society or you can knock it off, get busy, start being positive and productive and really add value! Get right with God, commit your ways unto Him, let Him direct your paths, and enjoy His blessings. So what if someone won’t like it!  Quote from Dwight Eisenhower: I never saw a pessimistic general win a battle. Quote from Bob Jordan: I have never, ever, ever seen a pessimistic Christian witness effectively, start a church, build a ministry, enjoy their life, or positively influence anyone. Like Nehemiah, Peter, Paul, and Jude – have faith, be positive, love God, and get to work. Enjoy!
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