The Sluggard
Bob Jordan
PO Box 1530
Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072

The scriptures use the term “sluggard” exactly six times, all in the Book of Proverbs. Yet there are other examples in the Good Book that deal with the example of a sluggard. The definition of a sluggard is an idle, slothful person; lazy. Whenever I hear someone say “well, I’m just a lazy person” they might just as well throw cold water in my face. I’m looking at someone who is not going to succeed, who will be little more than what the science of Physics calls “matter.” Matter is something that “has mass and takes up space.” It’s just something that’s there. That’s a pretty good scientific term for a sluggard. Let’s look at these six verses and see if this is how we want to be.
Proverbs 6:6-11 Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise: 7 Which having no guide, overseer, or ruler, 8 Provideth her meat in the summer, and gathereth her food in the harvest. 9 How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? 10 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: 11 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, and thy want as an armed man. Nature itself shows the example, the example of work, industry, preparation, work. The Bible goes so far as to point this out, and flash a light on it, and to put it into the context of the reason why want and misery are the portion of many. We are created in God’s image, and to be productive, active, and contributing to the betterment of our position, our family’s position, and the community’s position. Consider this from Matthew 26:6-11 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house of Simon the leper, 7 There came unto him a woman having an alabaster box of very precious ointment, and poured it on his head, as he sat at meat. 8 But when his disciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose is this waste? 9 For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor. 10 When Jesus understood it, he said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good work upon me. 11 For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not always. Jesus said that we would always have the poor with us, and certainly to this day we have the poor with us. Why? One reason is sluggardness (yes, that is a word!). That’s not the only reason, but just look around. Look at those who have as their first priority their comfort, their ease. Look at those who, in a miserly fashion, hoard what they have, only to loose it. Here’s a fundamental truth: laziness, idleness, no productivity, sluggardness, are code words for here comes poverty!
Proverbs 10:26 As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke to the eyes, so is the sluggard to them that send him. Ever drink vinegar? Pretty tart! Not something you want to do on a regular basis. Who hasn’t stood by a campfire when the wind changes and the smoke gets in your eyes, your eyes water, and you’re looking for some clean, smoke-free air! No one wants to drink vinegar, no one wants to get smoke in their eyes, and no one wants to send a sluggard to do a job that needs to be done. Why? Because it won’t get done! When you’re labeled as a sluggard, as being lazy, as being unproductive, then that’s a tag that’s hard to overcome. Sports coaches have a way of dealing with persons like this; they get cut from the team. Employers have a way of dealing with persons like this; they lay them off or fire them. No one wants to have to depend on a sluggard because they find ten ways to Sunday for why they couldn’t get the job done. They look for an excuse rather than a way. They are satisfied that they have a reason for not getting the job done. A good excuse is their first priority. Persons like this don’t do sports teams or businesses any good at all; they are like a swig of vinegar or a dose of smoke in the eyes. No one wants them.
Proverbs 13:4 The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be made fat. Sluggards have needs, they have desires, they have wants just like everyone else. But what they don’t understand is that their mindset is preventing them from reaching their desires. Here in this verse is the antonym to the sluggard, which is, the diligent. The diligent can accomplish just about anything. Give them a job, they do it; give them a problem, they solve it; overload them, they organize and find a way to get everything done. The diligent don’t stop working at 5pm. The diligent are satisfied. They aren’t bored. They are on a mission, they produce, and in the process they prosper. The sluggard looks on, sees the prosperity of the diligent, and may become envious, jealous, and covetous. It’s a downward spiral. Wrong attitudes, wrong conclusions, and wrong thinking. You can take away something away from the diligent, and they’ll get it back. You can give something to the sluggard, and they’ll lose it. This is how the universe works. If you consider this unfair, then when you get your own planet you can change it. But on this planet this is how it works. 

Proverbs 20:4 The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing. Life has seasons, and everyone knows it. We have Autumn, we have Winter, then Spring, then Summer. It’s always been like this and always will be like this. In America we have such a vast country, that though we have warm weather climates, we also have parts of our county where in the Winter season it gets biting cold. But there’s work to do in the cold seasons, and when there’s no work, then there’ll be no harvest. This not only applies to farming and agriculture, but it applies to education, to business, to apprenticeship. When I was a young man, having finished a college education, and was placed in charge of a lab where I worked, one of the men, probably ten years older than me, who always had a cup of coffee in his grip, when told by me to get busy and get to work, said with deep conviction: “Well, if I made the big bucks like you I’d work harder.” This was a Christian man, by the way. So I looked him square in the eye and said “The same college I went to for eight years at night is still taking applications.” He then walked off to fill up his coffee cup. It’s not so good to be married with a lot of children, and be working a dead end career with not many options because when it was cold you didn’t plow. Many a night I went to school when it was raining, cold, and I was hungry, but it was my season to plow, and in the right season I had a harvest, and became a giver, rather than a beggar.
Proverbs 26:13-16 The slothful man saith, There is a lion in the way; a lion is in the streets. 14 As the door turneth upon his hinges, so doth the slothful upon his bed. 15 The slothful hideth his hand in his bosom; it grieveth him to bring it again to his mouth. 16 The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit than seven men that can render a reason. The sluggard is really good at making excuses. The sluggard is the “devils’ advocate” who find a problem in every solution. The sluggard does some “research” on the internet and finds something negative on any subject and has a self-righteous reason for quitting, or never starting, any enterprise. Never mind that other persons involved in the enterprise see the same information. But the sluggard sees a lion in the streets. The sluggard, by virtue of their negative bent, their laziness, and their core value of unproductivity, believe that they are smarter than seven men that can explain the reality of the ministry, the enterprise, the team, the company, anything! They know better and that’s that. And guess what, the sluggard accomplishes nothing, encourages no one, is unproductive, and it’s a shame that people act like this in the Christian community. It’s a shame. The sluggard is the one who, when presented with an opportunity for education, business, ministry, advancement, will miss it 100% of the time because they aren’t looking for it. They think like a sluggard. No ambition. No drive.
Jesus talked of the sluggard in the New Testament when he shared the Parable of the Talents. This parable can be found in Matthew 25:14-30. It’s the straight-talking story of how it is in the kingdom of Heaven, where God gives to people talents according to their individual ability. Some got five talents, some two, another one, but all got a talent. And then they worked and the one with five turned it into ten, the one with two turned it into four, and the one with one hid it, because he said he was afraid, the master called him slothful, another word for being a sluggard. Even a sluggard received a talent, but promptly did nothing with it. Look how it works in the kingdom of Heaven from Matthew 25:28-30 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents. 29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 30 And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Amazing. The one with the wealth got even more wealth. And the one with one talent, lost that one talent to him who had ten talents. This is how God established the universe. This is how it works. Get on board. Avoid slothfulness. Avoid the television. Avoid being an expert at batting averages and be diligent in education, industry, and ministry. Be a positive example to those in the Christian community. The good news is that if you want to enjoy life, enjoy success, enjoy material comfort, and participate in community and society, then be diligent, work hard, produce, and see the happy results!!
