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There are two extremes of attitudes regarding responsibility in the Christian camp. One extreme is that “God does everything.” Prayers go up akin to “God, save everybody; God, bless everybody; God, heal everybody.” Those with this attitude accomplish nothing in the kingdom of heaven. This attitude is fatalistic and has at its roots laziness, superstition, ignorance, and irresponsibility. Another extreme is “I do everything.” Those with this attitude are typically aggressive, un-teachable, and bull-headed. This attitude is prideful, they are ignorant and irresponsible. This leads to confusion and burn-out. The way of the Lord is that cooperatively we work together with God to accomplish the will of God on earth. I call this “shared responsibility.” 
This lesson is taken from John 20:19-31. It is the account of Jesus, after having been raised from the dead, appearing to the disciples; first to a few, then to the rest. Let’s use this passage to learn something about God’s responsibility and our responsibility in this walk of faith with God Almighty.
God’s Responsibility 19 Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you. 20 And when he had so said, he showed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw the LORD.  God shows up when it looks impossible and we’re at the end of our rope. It had been a crushing defeat for the disciples. They had left everything to follow Jesus. Then He’s crucified! Hopes shattered, dreams shattered, future uncertain, persecution imminent. Confusion. Fear. This is the hour when God makes His move. He’s the calm in the storm, the Balm in Gilead. He pronounces peace and that peace is shed abroad in our hearts. It’s a tangible peace, just like when He showed the disciples His hands was tangible. God has the goods, and it’s His responsibility to meet the need, and He does! Behold, He will never leave us nor forsake us! (Heb. 13:5)
Our Responsibility 21 Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. It’s our responsibility to comfort others with the comfort we’ve been comforted with. God is interested in people, and he uses people to carry out his will. The disciples weren’t perfect, but they were now healthy. They now had their faith strengthened. They now had the peace of God. It was time to share that with others so others too could experience it. That’s you and me beloved! It’s our responsibility to go out to proclaim the kingdom of heaven even as it has been proclaimed to us.
God’s Responsibility 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost.  It’s one thing to have the peace of God for our own assurance, it’s another to have the power of God to go out and live the Christian life and to be advancing the kingdom of heaven. God has blessed us with the Holy Spirit to provide the power to live for Christ – the indwelling constant presence of God. The Holy Spirit guides us in all truth, is our comforter, and is our steady inner witness of the reality of Jesus Christ in our lives. God has supplied this power, the power of God, God’s Holy Spirit to the believer.
Our Responsibility 23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.  Once we have the power of God within us, we have the ability to do what’s not normal for us, that is, to forgive others. Forgiveness doesn’t come naturally or easily for us, the redeemed, rather, it’s something we have to consciously commit to. It takes the power of God, and once we have received the Holy Spirit we have that power and we have that obligation. We are not robots, but we have free will. We are to use that free will, coupled with God’s power in our lives, to do the hard things required of us by God. For many, the hardest thing is to forgive another. But it’s our responsibility. 
Shared Responsibility 24 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the LORD. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. 26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. This is a repeat appearance a full eight days later. This time it’s Thomas. We are to seek after God, even when things are not clear. Note that Thomas, even though he was unclear on the “story,” still was with the disciples a full eight days after the Lord first appeared to the disciples. God doesn’t always show up when we want Him to, but He shows up when He wants to. Thomas could have thrown in the towel earlier and left. But he stayed, he hung on, he wanted an answer from God, and he got it! God will reveal Himself to those who diligently seek after Him. It’s God’s responsibility to do that, it’s ours to diligently seek after Him.
Our Responsibility 27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing.  28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My LORD and my God. 29 Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.  Intellectual honesty reveals itself by your beliefs changing when you get new, compelling information. Views can change, and should, when there’s a good reason. Thomas made a change of heart when he got new information. No longer a “doubter,” Thomas would become one of the apostles. Tradition says he ministered in India, and was martyred their for the cause of Christ. What separates orthodox Christianity from all the other religions that claim to be Christian is the doctrine (teaching) on Christ. Orthodox Christianity declares Jesus Christ to be God. He is not “a” god. He is not a created being. He was not God’s fall-guy. He is the Son of God, the second person of the Trinity. He was “in the beginning with God.” (John 1:1-3, 14). He was “God manifest in the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16). Thomas saw this and declared Jesus to be “My LORD and my God.” Jesus received that statement without correcting him, because Thomas spoke the truth. It is our responsibility to seek the truth and be intellectually honest about that when the evidence reveals truth.
God’s Responsibility 30 And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.  Jesus walked the earth some 33-plus years. He was the kindest man who ever lived. He was a friend to society’s rejects and a scourge to the religious hypocrites. God stays with His people, demonstrating His power. Demonstrating his mercy. Teaching. Guiding. Leading. Healing. Ministering. Signs and wonders followed the ministry of the apostles. Signs and wonders also followed the ministry of the Christian then and still do now. It’s God’s responsibility to confirm his Word. “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). That’s God’s responsibility – to confirm his Word with signs following. Rebuilt lives are the greatest sign! 
Our Responsibility 31 But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name. It was the responsibility of men of old moved by the Holy Spirit to record the words and will of God in what we now know as the Bible. 1 Peter 2:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 2 Timothy 3:16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. We too can leave a legacy by writing and teaching. That way others can know Christ. Writing also extends to other areas. In your work, your family, your opinions. Rather than only talking, rather than violence, consider how to leave a positive legacy, through writing. Noted author Zig Ziglar said every person should write a book entitled “How to Succeed.” He also said for many of us the book isn’t finished, that is, we have to make corrections in our lives to be in a position to succeed such that we can write about it. This can be done. What can the Almighty do with what you write? It’s our responsibility to extend the kingdom of heaven! 
You can’t do it all. God won’t do it all. If we share the responsibility then
God gets the glory, we get the victory, and the devil gets a mouthful of dust!
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