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Ancient Rome was known for its network of roads, in many cases the first of their kind.  It was on these roads that much of the Gospel was carried by the first century Christians.  But the Bible book of Romans also has a road-‑ The Road To Salvation.  By journeying along certain verses in the New Testament book of Romans, we find the way to become a Christian.

(1) Romans 3:10
"As it is written, there is none righteous, no, not one."
This verse declares that no matter how "good" a person is, that he cannot be righteous in and of himself. The standard is perfection, and no one is perfect, "no, not one."  So if we cannot meet God's standard of perfection on our own, what do we do?
(2) Romans 3:23
"For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God."
Lest there be anyone who still doesn't have the picture, the scriptures go farther and say that "all have sinned."  That means everyone, including any pastor or evangelist you have ever known.  Sin cannot exist in God's presence, so what about us?

(3) Romans 5:12
"Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the

world, and death by sin; and so death passed

upon all men, for that all have sinned."
Thank you, Adam.  We inherited a sin nature at birth!  But it didn't take us long to begin sinning on our own.  Again we have the sad tale ‑ we are all sinners, and sinners cannot enter heaven.  Now what?

(4) Romans 5:8
"But God commendeth (demonstrated) his love toward us,

in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."

Things are beginning to look up.  Since "all have sinned," none of us had much chance to get right with God, and no one could help the other, since "all have sinned."  But Christ, who knew no sin (1 Peter 2:21, 22) died for us.

(5) Romans 6:23
"For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of

God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord."

Sin pays, and the wages are death.  But the gift OF GOD is eternal life through the one who was sinless and who died for our sins Jesus Christ.  The penalty is paid, we couldn't work for it, the only way to receive it is as one receives a gift.

(6) Romans 10:13
"For whosoever shall call upon the

name of the Lord shall be saved."

Christ paid the penalty, and the invitation is open to ALL.  Whatever one's past involved, there is salvation in Jesus Christ to him who "calls upon the name of the Lord."  This  is good news to lost man.

(7) Revelation 3:20
"Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man

hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in

to him, and will sup with him, and he with me."
This is a brief detour off the Romans Road, but it is worth the trip!  Here Jesus says that he is standing at the door (of our heart), and he is KNOCKING, he wants to come IN.  But WE have to open the door, it is our choice. What choice have you made? (We ALL make a choice, one way or the other.) 

(8) Romans 10:9, 10
"That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto salvation, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."
Here it is.  Do you believe that you're a sinner?  Do you believe that Jesus Christ was sinless?  Do you believe that he died for your sin (the Bible says he did)?  Do you believe he rose from the dead (see 1 Corinthians chapter 15)?  Do you believe Jesus is the Son of God (Acts 8:37)?  If you believe this, then invite Jesus into your heart.  He's already knocking on its door to come in.  Then, after you invite him into your heart, tell someone.  The Bible says "with the mouth confession is made unto salvation."
The Bible says that the very creation of God testifies to His existence, "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth his handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge" (Psalms 19:1, 2).

Further, the same book of Romans that we just toured talks at length about the guilt of mankind in chapter one, verses 17‑32.  Then chapter two begins with the statement, "Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man...."  But God's love is endless, and rather than making life hard on everyone (something that the devil does, see John 10:10), Romans 2:10 says, "...despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and long-suffering; not knowing that the GOODNESS of God leadeth thee to repentance?"

God doesn't want ANYONE going to hell.  Hell was created for the devil and his demons (Matthew 25:41, "...Depart from me ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels").  But man, who insists on rejecting God, has made a place for himself in hell, and hell has had to expand its borders (Isaiah 5:14, "Therefore hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure...").

The Romans Road shows the way to salvation.  Salvation is a gift of God, and cannot be earned (Ephesians 2:8, 9, "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest any man should boast").  Further, God wants men to be saved, and not to perish.  As the gospel in a verse says:

"For God so loved the world that He gave His only

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should

not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16

PAGE  
2

