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Revenge can be defined as "to inflict harm in return for an injury, etc.  But what kind of injury?  How about an insult? a bad financial transaction? being deceived? being ignored? An emotional injury at the hands of someone else can be much more painful than any physical injury.  But for the Christian, revenge is not an option.  But does that mean that we just let others wrong us and abuse us? Not at all.

Romans 12:9‑21   Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil.  Cling to what is good.  10  Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another;  11  not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;  12  rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;  13  distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.  14  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.  15  Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.  16  Be of the same mind toward one another.  Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble.  Do not be wise in your own opinion.  17  Repay no one evil for evil.  Have regard for good things in the sight of all men.  18  If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.  19  Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord.  20  Therefore if your enemy hungers, feed him; If he thirsts, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.  21  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

SOME CHRISTIAN CHARACTERISTICS
The preceding passage deals with a lot of "where the rubber meets the road" qualities for a Christian.  Let's look at some of them:

GENUINE LOVE: Christians love others with a genuine love; they do not love outwardly while inwardly hating. Hypocrites will not make it to heaven (Job 13:16).

LOVER OF GOOD: Christians love good, and they love to see good things happen to others.  God is a good God.  Christians should rejoice and take pleasure in good things (Philippians 4:8).

KINDLY AFFECTIONATE: Christians should be known for their kindness, and not just when it is convenient. Jesus was the kindest man who ever lived.  Kindness should be shown, not just thought about.

PREFERRING OTHERS: There is an old saying, "God is first, my friends are second, and I am third." That's a good saying to remember.

DILIGENT (NOT LAZY): Laziness is a sin. The teachings of the Word of God can motivate you if you will apply yourself. It's hard to steer a ship that isn't moving. If you want God's direction, get going!

FERVENT (ENTHUSIASTIC) IN SPIRIT: If you would do something, do it with all your might.  Jesus gives His opinion of the half‑hearted, or lukewarm Christian in Revelation 3:15‑16.

PATIENT IN TROUBLE: Patience can be learned. Trouble will come, and a Christian has a secret weapon ‑ WISDOM. James 1:2‑6 gives an excellent description of the way this works.

CONSISTENT IN PRAYER: It has been said, "Much prayer, much power; some prayer, some power; little prayer, little power; no prayer, no power."  Consistent prayer provides power to live the Christian life.

GIVING TO THE POOR: Jesus said a lot about the poor. He said to meet their needs.  Those who didn't were not blessed, rather, they were cursed (Matthew 25:35‑46).

BLESSING OUR ENEMIES: The Bible has a lot to say on this subject.  Impossible?  No.  Easy?  With practice it gets easier, but whether easy or not, that's the road for a Christian.

IDENTIFYING WITH OTHERS: "Be of the same mind toward one another."  Respect others, recognize their needs and seek to meet those needs.  Do not lift yourself above others.

HUMILITY: God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6). Do you want God to resist you, or do you want his grace (i.e., favor, divine enablement)?

LOVERS OF PEACE: Jesus said, Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God (Matthew 5:9).

WHAT ABOUT WHEN OTHERS SIN AGAINST US?
Christians are different! If there is no noticeable difference between you and a non‑Christian, then maybe you're not a Christian.  A Christian is a disciple, a follower of Christ and His teachings.  Christ teaches us to love, and not to hate.

For the CHRISTIAN, vengeance is not an option!  This needs to be understood and accepted.  You CANNOT set out to get even with anyone.  If you can be taught this lesson, you will do yourself a great favor in the days ahead.

But what about the guy who ripped us off of a lot of money? Shouldn't we go get the money back?  This can be a hard fact for any Christian, particularly a young (spiritual) Christian, to face.  We naturally want to recover that which is rightfully ours.  But we aren't interested in the natural, we're interested in the supernatural!

God COMMANDS (not just suggests) that we live peaceably with all men.  We are not to avenge ourselves of wrongs suffered. WE are supposed to bless, and not curse. If our enemy is hungry, we are supposed to feed him, if he is thirsty, we are supposed to give him something to drink.  We do not overcome the evil that has been done against us by returning the evil with evil, but we OVERCOME the injustice by doing GOOD.  Any thug can beat someone up. But how many Christ‑led men can return good for evil?  Can you?

Here is an area where we can see God work in our lives.  God knows the injustice we have endured.  God knows the money that was wrongfully taken from us.  God knows everything. God also keeps the books.  By that I mean that God keeps an account of the wrongs committed against the Christian.  And GOD is the one who takes revenge!  God wants us to bless others, to prefer others above ourselves, to be givers, to be kind to one another.  And when we suffer an ill, God will be the one to correct it.  When we do our part, God will do His part.

Beloved, this has got to be the way to handle ourselves. If so, we will be in God's will, and we will provide God with an opportunity to cause his blessing to be on us (along with his abiding peace), and thereby make up to us the difference in what we have lost.
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