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God is interested in Israel. Israel has a place in God's timetable.  But those things that were spoken to Israel, which will come to pass if they haven't already, can also apply to God's people in this new Testament age.  God has spoken in the following Bible passage that Israel will be restored to knowing God, and about the blessing that will follow.  That can also happen to us.  Romans 15:1 says, For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.  These things that were written aforetime were those things written in the Old Testament.  It was written for our learning, and that we might have hope, not just add nice information to our minds.  First Corinthians 10:11 states, Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.  So the New Testament tells us that the Old Testament is useful, that it is an example to us, that it was written for our learning, our comfort, and our hope.  Let's look at the hope of restoration that can be ours through a loving God.

FELLOWSHIP BROKEN

Ezekiel 36:16‑20 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying: 17 Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled it by their own ways and deeds; to Me their way was like the uncleanness of a woman in her customary impurity.  18  Therefore I poured out My fury on them for the blood they had shed on the land, and for their idols with which they had defiled it.  19  So I scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed throughout the countries; I judged them according to their ways and their deeds.  20  When they came to the nations, wherever they went, they profaned My holy name‑‑ when they said of them, 'These are the people of the LORD, and yet they have gone out of His land.'

Israel did what so many of us do.  They decided to do things their own way, NOT God's way.  Read the above passage carefully.  THEY defiled the land by THEIR OWN ways and deeds.  THEY broke fellowship with God.  Their current plight was not God's fault, rather it was THEIR OWN fault.  Romans 1:28 says, And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient.  So men chose their course, and God lets them take it.  But God is interested in restoring fellowship.  So after a season, God will bring Israel back, just as God is working to bring back you and me when we break off fellowship with God. Restoration certainly denotes that something had been had once in place, which was good, and now it was lost. To be restored you have to have had a priveledged position in the first place. Israel had a priveledged position, and today we too can have a priveledged positon – be it marriage, relationships, interactions with our children, career, education, respect, you name it. The theme of restoration runs through the scriptures – but so too does the theme of man breaking off fellowship with God and with other people. Breaking off fellowship with God is a serious thing. When someone knows better and still goes down the wrong path, they injure themselves and those near to them. They also hurt the heart of God. God desires a restoration. God is about restoration.
FELLOWSHIP RESTORED

Ezekiel 16:21‑32 But I had concern for My holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations wherever they went.  22  Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: I do not do this for your sake, O house of Israel, but for My holy name's sake, which you have profaned among the nations wherever you went.  23  And I will sanctify My great name, which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst; and the nations shall know that I am the LORD, says the Lord GOD, when I am hallowed in you before their eyes.  24  For I will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land.  25  Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  26  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27  I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.  28  Then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God.  29  I will deliver you from all your uncleanness.  I will call for the grain and multiply it, and bring no famine upon you.  30  And I will multiply the fruit of your trees and the increase of your fields, so that you need never again bear the reproach of famine among the nations.  31  Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds that were not good; and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight, for your iniquities and your abominations.  32  Not for your sake do I do this, says the Lord GOD, let it be known to you.  Be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel!
Now God is bringing them back (this has yet to happen in its fullness, but it will!).  God is going to put a new heart within them, God will in dwell them by his Holy Spirit.  The people who once knew God will know him again.  They will walk in HIS ways now, and will be clean from their sin.  God will cause His blessings to be upon them.  Then they will remember how they separated themselves from God and they will be ashamed of it, and it will cause them to not be so quick to break off fellowship again.  God too wants a relationship with us.  He wants to fill us with his Holy Spirit and bless us.  This is the desire of God's heart.  Is it your desire too? Israel was to be cleansed from idolatry, they were to be separated unto the Lord, or sanctified. God would multiply their labors. And these people would be ashamed in their own sight. Among those who come to Christ later in life, who have lived a life apart from God for many years, will bring baggage and experiences into the kingdom of Heaven that they become much ashamed of. But how much more shame is there with those who walked in the light of Christ, and still turned away, and then were restored. But God is restoring, because he made a promise to Israel, and because he bought you with a price. Woe to the Christian who thinks he can turn his back on God and get away with it. God will bring you back for his sake!
THE BLESSINGS OF RESTORED FELLOWSHIP

Ezekiel 16:33‑38 'Thus says the Lord GOD: On the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will also enable you to dwell in the cities, and the ruins shall be rebuilt.  34  The desolate land shall be tilled instead of lying desolate in the sight of all who pass by.  35  So they will say, 'This land that was desolate has become like the garden of Eden; and the wasted, desolate, and ruined cities are now fortified and inhabited.'  36  Then the nations which are left all around you shall know that I, the LORD, have rebuilt the ruined places and planted what was desolate.  I, the LORD, have spoken it, and I will do it.  37  Thus says the LORD God; I will yet for this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock.  38  As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know that I am the LORD.
Jesus said in John 10:10, The thief (devil) comes not but for to steal, to kill, and to destroy. I (Jesus) am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  As we read the above paragraph from the last part of Ezekiel chapter 16 we see that people who once looked disrespectfully upon Israel now look up and take notice at how this people, who were once cursed and living in misery, were now living under a blessing!  They said in verse 35, ...This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden...  Eden-‑ paradise.  What does the garden of Eden conjure up in your mind? Peace? Sinelssness? Innocence? How about a new beginning?! What a blessing! So too those family and friends you have can say, "I remember how so-and-so was way back in 2008.  But now look at him!  His family is restored, his relationship with his friends is restored.  His love for God is restored.  He has a job, he's increased his education.  He's at peace.  He's living under a blessing.  What a change.  What a mighty God he serves!"  And what a mighty God Jesus Christ is.  It's up to you.  Do you want to do it God's way?  God is in the restoration business.  Give Him the chance. Believe the word of the Lord for you, for your family, for your situation. Think about it.  Then do something about it!
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