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The Bible gives the definition of rebellion.  First Samuel 15:23 says, For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft....  And witchcraft is a grievous sin, being worthy of death (Exodus 22:18, Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.)  Yet some people never learn the lesson that rebellion only leads to ruin.  The following passage deals with a man who could have done a good thing with God's people.  But he didn't, he rebelled from good counsel and chose to do the wrong thing.  Let's see what we can learn from his mistakes. 

1 Kings 12:1-22    And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to Shechem to make him king.  2  So it happened, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard it (he was still in Egypt, for he had fled from the presence of King Solomon and had been dwelling in Egypt),  3  that they sent and called him. Then Jeroboam and the whole assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying,  4  "Your father made our yoke heavy; now therefore, lighten the burdensome service of your father, and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you."  5  So he said to them, "Depart for three days, then come back to me."  And the people departed.  6  Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who stood before his father Solomon while he still lived, and he said, "How do you advise me to answer these people?"  7  And they spoke to him, saying, "If you will be a servant to these people today, and serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be your servants forever."  8  But he rejected the advice which the elders had given him, and consulted the young men who had grown up with him, who stood before him.  9  And he said to them, "What advice do you give? How should we answer this people who have spoken to me, saying, 'Lighten the yoke which your father put on us'?"  10  Then the young men who had grown up with him spoke to him, saying, "Thus you should speak to this people who have spoken to you, saying, 'Your father made our yoke heavy, but you make it lighter on us'-- thus you shall say to them: 'My little finger shall be thicker than my father's waist!  11  'And now, whereas my father put a heavy yoke on you, I will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scourges!'"  12  So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king had directed, saying, "Come back to me the third day."  13  Then the king answered the people roughly, and rejected the advice which the elders had given him;  14  and he spoke to them according to the advice of the young men, saying, "My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scourges!"  15  So the king did not listen to the people; for the turn of events was from the LORD, that He might fulfill His word, which the LORD had spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.  16  Now when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the king, saying: "What share have we in David?  We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.  To your tents, O Israel!  Now, see to your own house, O David!"  So Israel departed to their tents.  17  But Rehoboam reigned over the children of Israel who dwelt in the cities of Judah.  18  Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was in charge of the revenue; but all Israel stoned him with stones, and he died.  Therefore King Rehoboam mounted his chariot in haste to flee to Jerusalem.  19  So Israel has been in rebellion against the house of David to this day. 

The term rebel, rebellious, rebelling, etc., occurs 93 times in the Bible.  Rebellion breeds rebellion. 

A GOOD START

Rehoboam was to be king over all of Israel.  His father Solomon was dead.  Rehoboam was next in line.  Solomon had made life hard on the people of Israel.  Israel had paid tribute to Solomon to support all his wives, horses, armies, and building projects.  The people had it hard, much of what they worked for went to Solomon, rather than to their own families.  Now Solomon was gone, and Rehoboam was coming to power.  He sought the advice of the people of Israel.

GOOD COUNSEL
So far, so good.  Rehoboam is asking the elder men what is was he should do.  They told him exactly how it was, how that his father Solomon made life hard for them. Further, if he, Rehoboam, would be a servant to his people Israel, and not make life a burden, then they all would in turn serve him.  This was good counsel from godly, aged men. 

BAD COUNSEL
Then Rehoboam talked to the young hot-heads.  He asked them what he should do.  These uninformed idiots, those who probably never stayed on one job longer than six months (because the boss was a jerk), those who never had to provide for anyone but themselves, always looked to their own well being first, and those who knew everything, told Rehoboam to make life even harder for the people (of course, they themselves, being friends of the king, would not have to work like everyone else). 

BAD DECISION
So Rehoboam, on the following day of his lousy advice from the young hot-heads, told the people that he would not make life easier on them, rather, he would make life even harder than it was before.  If Solomon was hard, Rehoboam would be many times harder.  Rehoboam was going to be the big king, and everybody would have to do what he said.  That was that, or so he thought. 

RESULTS OF A BAD DECISION
The people decided that they had had enough.  They advised Rehoboam that he had no track record with them, and that they owed no allegiance to him.  So most of the nation split off, and only Judah (one of the twelve tribes of Israel) stayed with Rehoboam.  And Rehoboam sent a tax collector to Israel, and the people killed him, and Rehoboam high-tailed it to Jerusalem where there was safety.  Rehoboam was a loser.  A rebellious loser.

REBELLION BREEDS REBELLION
Rehoboam rebelled at the godly advice of wise men.  He embraced the folly of the young hot-heads.  The results was that many of the tribes of the nation broke off, and rebelled at the kingship of Rehoboam, and they appointed a new king.  It is interesting that as one reads the accounts of the nation of Judah and the nation of Israel, that Israel never had a king that served God. Judah had many wicked kings too, but they had some who served the Lord.  But the tribes that rebelled never had a good king.  For generation to come, this rebellion on the part of Rehoboam and Israel would cause sorrow upon sorrow.

WHAT ABOUT US?
Will we rebel?  When something doesn't go our way will be rebel at the system?  Will we rebel against God?  Better for us to have faith in God, to believe the promises of God, to know what He wants from us as revealed in the Bible, and then to DO IT, and to not rebel!  Rebellion leads to ruin, obedience to God leads to blessing.  Let's not be like Rehoboam.  Let's show kindness and obey the commandments of God.  And let's not be like the people of Israel, who rebelled against their king.  Let's give people a chance.  Let's be quick to forgive and to overlook the shortcomings of others.  Until we are perfect, lets not expect others to be perfect.  Let us get along with others and work towards harmony.
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