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The majority of scholars date the Gospel of John to be in the period AD 90-100 some believe it was much earlier and some believe it was in the early second century. The purpose of John’s Gospel is to confirm and secure Christians in the faith. The main theme is that men either belong to one of two things: darkness or the light.  Jesus is referred to as the light of the world and those that believe in Him will not remain in darkness. We will consider scripture from John 6:1-40, 66-69.
1After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick.
The time frame is believed to be in early spring and about one year before Christ death and about three years into His ministry.  It was known by that time that Jesus had healed the lame restored sight to the blind and cured people of leprosy.  There were accounts of a wide variety of other healings as well.  The people wanted to see Jesus for themselves.  Imagine if you heard of such teaching and healing happening now people would want to go and see it for themselves.     
3Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?" 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, "Two hundred denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little." 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9"There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?" 10Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number.
The people that came to hear His teaching and to see Him made an impressive crowd but the disciples were concerned about feeding so many.  A denarius was about a penny coin and two hundred denarii were not nearly enough to feed so many.  So Jesus had only the five barley loaves of bread and the two fish to feed all five-thousand people.  

11Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, "Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost." 13So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those who had eaten.
With five barley loaves of bread and two fish He fed five-thousand people and there were twelve baskets filled with the fragments left over after everyone was feed.  While you are trying to wrap you mind around that number consider this –  in the first century only the men would have been counted so many scholars believe the number that was fed that day was closer to twenty-five thousand of more when taking into account the women and the children that were present on that day.  Jesus created out of thin air fish that never swam in the ocean a lake or any stream. Jesus created bread that was never wheat in a field, harvested and processed or baked in an oven.  You have to come to terms with the deity of Christ in that what is impossible for man is possible for God. Compared to creating the heavens and the earth how difficult would creating bread and fish be?  

This was the only miracle recorded by all four gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  

14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said, "This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!"  15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

The people having been witnesses to this miracle began to understand that Jesus was the true Messiah.  They wanted to make him their King in an earthy sense.  The Jews of the day expected a messiah that would be a political leader and rule on earth.  He would over throw the Roman Empire and the Jews would become the rulers of the world.  They did not plan on Jesus being the Lamb of God to be a teacher and the ultimate servant of the Father and in the end be sacrificed for our sins.  They expected Him to be a lion not a lamb.  Jesus came to serve the will of the Father not His own.
So the Lord removed Himself from the crowds to be by himself for a time.

16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were frightened. 20 But he said to them, "It is I; do not be afraid." 21Then they were glad to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going. 

The Apostles were now separated from Jesus and they wished to leave the great crowds so they got on a ship.  They went over the Sea of Galilee towards Capernaum on the west side of the lake.  Some called it the Sea of Tiberias.

The Sea of Galilee is an actually not a sea at all but it is a lake that is ½ mile long and between 4-7 ½ miles broad.  The lake itself is roughly pear-shaped.  Also this body of water is 682 feet below the level of the Mediterranean Sea.   Storms are fairly frequent because of the topography.
We should look at some other important events that took place at the Sea of Galilee.  Four of the Apostles: Peter, Andrew, James and John, were fisherman on the Sea of Galilee before Jesus told them to follow me.  Each of them set their nets down and followed Jesus into ministry and He made them fishermen of men.
Put yourself in their place – you are tending your nets on the shore by your fishing boat.  Your livelihood, family and friends are in this place.  Then a total stranger to you comes and says leave everything and follow me.  A decision that changed all four of their lives and the course of mankind to this very day and beyond.

Now after they departed without Jesus out onto the Sea of Galilee there was a storm that stirred up.  Sometime between 3 and 6 in the morning or about the fourth watch a person was seen walking upon the water toward the boat.  They were afraid at the sight but Jesus called out to them and calmed them and they gladly received Him into the ship.  Jesus was once again with his disciples and the ship was immediately on the other shore.  The deity of Christ is revealed again by Jesus walking on the water out to the ship and once on board placing it onto the other shore immediately.
22On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. 23Other boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 

Other boats came with people searching to find Jesus from the city of Tiberias. Tiberias was the largest city on the Sea of Galilee at that time and was built by Herod. The city was named after Tiberias Caesar.  It might make sense that the Romans would call it the Sea of Tiberias and the Jews would call it the Sea of Galilee and explain the two different names for one Sea. 

It is believed that Capernaum stood on the Western shore of the Sea of Galilee about two miles South-West of where the Jordan River flows into the lake.  The exact location has been disputed as there are only the ruins of the ancient cities that were once there left today. 

25When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, "Rabbi, when did you come here?" 26Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves.

The crowd of people looked for Jesus and they followed Him over to Capernaum.  They followed him not because of what He had taught them but because He had feed them.  In the first century securing your next meal occupied most of a persons efforts during the day.   They wanted their physically need to be feed again met but Jesus wanted to feed their spiritually needs. 
27Do not labor for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal." 28Then they said to him, "What must we do, to be doing the works of God?" 29Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent."

It is not that laboring so you can eat is wrong, but our desire should be for food that does not perish.  They wanted worldly food; Christ told them to pursue the food of the soul, the Bread of Life that is eternal and from God.  They needed to believe on Jesus and have faith.  Without faith it is impossible to please God. By His grace we can live a life of faith. Faith in Christ is a sure sign of our election.

30So they said to him, "Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? What work do you perform? 31Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'" 32Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." 34They said to him, "Sir, give us this bread always." 

They wanted a sign a miracle to prove that Jesus was the Messiah.  Only the day before Jesus did a miracle in feeding the five thousand – how soon they have forgotten! They brought up the manna given to the Israelites to sustain them during the time of Mosses.  They still wanted food for the body they just did not understand Jesus.  They struggled with Jesus being the bread of life sent down from heaven to preserve and feed their souls.

35Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.

The Father’s will was that all those who believe in Christ and abide in Him shall have eternal life.  Jesus is the Bread of Life sent by God and the fountain head of living water.  But we must believe by faith in Christ so we will hunger and thirst no more.

36But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.

Many had seen Jesus but believed not; they lacked faith.  It is the Father that draws us to the Son and gives us the strength to believe but we have free will to accept or reject Him.  Many of them then just like people of today choose to reject Christ and stay in darkness.  

39And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day."

The Bible teaches us that all that the Father gives to the Son; the Son shall not lose or cast out a single one that believes.  We are sealed and the seal is irrevocable. The Greek word in the original text is the same as for the seal used by Caesar, once sealed even Caesar cannot change the order.  Once given salvation it can never be removed even by God.  We are in the palm of His hand and nothing can snatch us out of it.
I am jumping ahead from verse 40 to verse 66 this is after many of the people had left and no longer followed Jesus because is was spiritual food not physical food He was offering them now.

66After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him. 67So Jesus said to the Twelve, "Do you want to go away as well?" 68Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, 69and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God."


To whom shall we go if not unto the Lord?  If you are lost in the darkness today then I pray let this be the day that you choose to come into the light of Christ and hunger nor thirst ever again, Amen.
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