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Jesus often taught in parables the principles of the Kingdom of God. A parable is a short story using human or ordinary events to describe a natural reality but moreover a spiritual principle. A parable is packed with much information and truth to the spiritually sensitive, but to the mocker and naysayer the meaning of a parable is hidden. Jesus taught how the Kingdom of God works through parables. Matthew 13:33-34 All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spake he not unto them: 35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. In what is commonly referred to as the “Parable of the Prodigal Son” Jesus teaches a number of natural and spiritual lessons concerning the Kingdom of God– let us examine some of them. (1 Corinthians 15:46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.) By the way, “prodigal” means wasteful, extravagant, uncontrolled…
Luke 15:11-24 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. 13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want. 15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants. 20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. 22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. 

Lesson #1 – You have a free-will, but you need wisdom. 11 And he said, A certain man had two sons: 12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living.  By implication the younger son didn’t have a clue as to what he really had. He had a family that cared for him, protected him, and provided for him. The young hothead, though, thought dad was a fuddy-duddy and out of touch, a real dinosaur, not hip, and narrow minded. And the young son wanted something for nothing, much like the lottery and Las Vegas crowd. Sometimes one doesn’t have to be young to be inexperienced, but you have to grow up to be experienced and make wise choices. Jesus is setting the stage for the character of one who is selfish, and the father who yet loves him. So why did the father give him his inheritance? Because the spiritual principle of free-will enters in. The Christian has an inheritance as we read in 1 Peter 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. Yet the Christian also has a free-will and can consciously squander what they have and God will allow it, Romans 1:28 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient. Beloved, do not squander your spiritual inheritance by playing with sin and thinking you can get away with it. Proverbs 1:32 For the turning away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them.
Lesson #2 – Don’t be deceived, sin is a downward spiral. 13 And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with riotous living. 14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be in want.  The young son is now making the foolish choice to leave his father’s covering and journey to a far country. How many people still do that today! They want to “shake off the dust of this old town” and venture out to the wide open world. Yet with no principles and no experience and no mentor and no knowledge it’s a formula for disaster. The young son spent his entire inheritance, an inheritance he had done nothing to earn or merit, he just got it because of what his father had accomplished. How many persons have done major damage to their own lives in a short time span, sometimes as short as an hour? How can anyone honestly evaluate the results of “riotous living” and think they can be sustained? The drug addict gets his high, but it’s never enough. More money, more effort, it never ends! And it tailspins, even as it did for the young son. After the money ran out, and the “friends” ran out, then the economy crashed and the drought came and the layoffs began and suddenly young smarty-pants got a dose of how the world’s system can really treat you. Jesus taught that he was not “of the world” and that the Christian is not “of the world.” This means we are not of this world’s system – the system of lying, cheating, hoarding, gossiping, stealing, hurting, etc. But because we have the sin nature in us, we can, in a depraved way, enjoy sin. This is confirmed in Hebrews 11:25 [Moses] Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season.  The Apostle Paul writes in Romans 6:1-2 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? The warnings about sin are numerous in the scriptures. Those who want to trifle with it will get clobbered at some time, every time.

Lesson #3 – A real friend helps in time of need. 15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him.  So the youngster is now looking for a job. With his lack of education and experience, with no family to coach him and assist him and guide him, with nothing to offer any employer the boy winds up feeding swine. It is ironic that Jesus would choose this image, since the Jews were forbidden to eat pork. The point was that things were going from bad to worse for the boy. Then he’s so hungry he wants to eat some of the garbage being fed to the pigs, but his employer and everyone close refused him, and no man gave unto him. The scriptures say in Proverbs 12:10 …the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. How would you like to be in severe want, and have no one to help you? Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 4:10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. Everyone needs friends, real friends. Note Proverbs 18:24 A man that hath friends must show himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. And our greatest friend, Jesus Christ the Righteous, died for us when we were unlovely. Romans 5:7-8 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die. 8 But God commendeth [demonstrated] his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. The swine merchants, having no compassion, wouldn’t even give the boy husks to eat, Proverbs 14:20 The poor is hated even of his own neighbour: but the rich hath many friends. Jesus gave his all for us, and went to the cross as the final sacrifice for sin. 
Lesson #4 – Look at the evidence and make a change. 17 And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!  Sonny boy looked around and “came to himself.” He now realized dad had it right. He saw just how cruel and unforgiving the world could be. He had lost his entire inheritance. He had lost self-respect. He was deeply ashamed. He was starving to death. Likely he had lost a lot of his health. He probably had ribs showing though his ragged shirt. Probably unshaven. Long hair. Maybe even a hidden disease thanks to dirty needles and immoral living. Penniless. Not too attractive, ’eh? But he turned the corner and was being honest with himself, and evaluating the choices he had made. What a great step toward recovery! There are many instances of people in the New Testament, who, when confronted with new information made a change and embraced Christ. The Ethiopian Eunuch of Acts 8, the Philippian Jailer in Acts 16. Salvation came to them, they were honest, they believed God. No sinner will be without excuse – Romans 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse. In America and around the world the gospel is going out like never before, yet people still harden their hearts. But, like the prodigal son, they too, when they get honest and look at the evidence, can “come to themselves” and make a positive change toward the living God, the God who loved them and gave Himself for them, the Great God Jesus Christ who, as we read in John 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.
Lesson #5 – We have a responsibility to confess to those to whom we’ve sinned against. 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy hired servants.  The dual lesson here is that the son is returning to his earthly father and that we, as sinners, arise and call out to our Heavenly Father. The son did not expect any kind treatment. He was coming back with an empty sack. He had nothing to give. The only value he had was in who he was, not in what he possessed, not in what he had accomplished, not in what he had earned. He had blown it as bad as you can blow it. And he knew it. At this time he was willing to be even just a servant in the home he was raised in. And the heart of God is a heart that responds to the broken and the contrite. The spiritual truth of the kingdom of Heaven is according to Psalms 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Of course a sinner doesn’t know this when he first comes to God. We think God is a taskmaster and we are not worthy of any consideration, but we ask for mercy. Yet God, who is rich in mercy, is able to abundantly pardon, because of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, in whom was not sin or guile. We too have nothing to offer, no works that can satisfy God’s bar of judgment. Just faith in Jesus Christ and in the promise of God according to Romans 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
Lesson #6 – Your Heavenly Father wants to have you home safely. 20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. 21 And the son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son.  The picture in my mind’s eye is of a father who daily and nightly is praying for his son. His son is beyond his reach, but not beyond his prayers. And the father looks down the road day and night waiting, hoping, and praying to God that his boy will come home. Then one evening, just before dusk, the boy is coming home. He’s coming up to the home, and is still a far way off. But his dad is looking out for him, as is his daily habit. And then he sees him! Or, he thinks he sees him… He’s thinner than he remembers, and he’s shaggier than he remembers, and he’s using a walking stick because he has a limp, but Yes!, It’s Him! And he runs down the road and embraces his son, and hugs his neck, and kisses him, and rejoices greatly. What a reunion! But the son is taken aback, he pours out his heart. He is repentant. He is ashamed. He confesses he has sinned against his father and against Heaven. Jesus said in Luke 15:10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. Also we read in Luke 5:31-32 31 And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are sick. 32 I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. The whole point of salvation by grace is that man, in his sinful state, can’t do anything about redeeming himself. Further, sinners do what sinners do, which is commit sin! We know from 1 John 1:8-10 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. Just as the son in the parable confessed his sin to his earthly father, we too confess our sins to our Heavenly Father, and receive forgiveness in Jesus’ name.
Lesson #7 – It’s always better to be living right and heeding the scriptures. 22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.  Before the words were out of the son’s mouth that he was not fit to be called his father’s son, the father was calling his servants to bring the best robe and put it on his son, then he put a ring on his hand and shoes on his feet. Then they were going to have a big feast and eat and celebrate! Why? Because the father had his son back – his son was dead, and is alive again, he was lost, and now he’s found. Ye-ha! This is a reason to celebrate! This is why Christ Jesus came into the world, to save sinners. John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  Beloved, this is how the Kingdom of God works. Mankind was dead in trespasses and sins, with no hope of recovery. God, in his great love toward us, sent God the Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to live as a man, die a sinless death, and atone for the sin of the world. And then those who call upon the name of the Lord are saved, they are saved from their sins, they are saved from eternal punishment. And when we come to Christ, whatever our background, we are received as sons, with the full privilege of a son. There are no second class Christians in God’s Kingdom. It’s now time for the former sinner to begin learning about how the Kingdom of Heaven works. We can continue to come to our Father. We can continue on serving God. We can be a friend of God!

This parable continues, but the major text is above. Reading on we see that the older son was not too impressed with the treatment the younger son received on his return. The lesson here is to watch our attitudes towards those whom God forgives. Living right from the start, serving God at an early age and continuing on this path, is always preferred over learning life’s hard lessons the hard way. Don’t be deceived that sin is a good time and you’ll miss out if you don’t participate. Heed the lessons of the Parable of the Prodigal Son, and get about advancing the Kingdom of God in your life and in the lives of those around you. May God’s riches and best be yours!

____________________
Final Note: In November 2007 I and six other prison missionaries traveled to India to minister in prisons. On this campaign I was often called upon to preach the Good News, and was led to the Parable of the Prodigal Son and used it three times during the trip. My messages were short, usually seven to 12 minutes, including time for the interpreter to do half the talking. While sharing this message I did something I have never done before, and that is preach the entire message without using my Bible. On the mission field our messages are short, and I learned that part of “doing the work of an evangelist” is using the story-telling method that Jesus often used. In America when I preach (which is often more teaching than preaching) I use an outline form, as like this printed message has been prepared, and cover a series of points, while reading the text at least once and often twice. On the mission field our messages are short, to the point, and have to be fast-paced. During these messages in India I would have a man stand up and I would hug him like the father in the parable did – this brought it closer to home and allowed the men to “see” the gospel. 
From memory, as God gave the ability, we shared key points from this parable, stressing the Father-heart of God, the eventual self-honesty of the son, the waste of squandering one’s substance, the forgiveness of sins, the free-will of man, and the rejoicing in Heaven over the sinner who repents. Beloved, this is the Good News! Preaching like this was a learning experience for me. The next time I go on an international crusade I will be better prepared to minister the story-telling method, just like Jesus did, and just as other Prisoners For Christ missionaries do. And through it all Prisoners For Christ Outreach Ministries will continue to share how the Kingdom of Heaven works to those locally and in third-world prison around the world.
Philippians 1:9-11 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ. 11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.
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