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In America we're used to instant coffee, instant credit, instant oatmeal, and almost instant everything.  We don't like waiting, mainly because we're not used to it.  We can carry this attitude over into our Christianity and expect God to provide us with instant knowledge, instant wisdom, instant answer to prayer, and instant deliverance from bad habits and to good habits.  But God doesn't work that way, and lest we come up confused when things do happen instantly for us, let's look into what the Bible says.

1 Corinthians 2:12 ‑ 3:16   Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that We might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.  13  These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.  14  But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  15  But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly Judged by no one.  16  For "who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?" But we have the mind of Christ. (chapter 3)  1.  And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ.  2  I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it and even now you are still not able:  3  for you are still carnal.  For where there are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?  4  For when one says. "I am of Paul!" and another, "I am of Apollos!", are you not carnal?  5  Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one?  6  I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7  So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.  8  Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor.  9  For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, you are God's building.  10  According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it.  But let each one take heed how he builds on it.

In the above passages of Scripture the apostle Paul begins by saying that Christians are indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God.  The Holy Spirit lives in us such that we might know the things of God, and the things freely given to us by God.  God is a giver and He wants to make Himself known to men.  These things of God are not understood by the natural man, (or unsaved man‑ the non‑Christian).  In fact, non‑Christians think the things of God and the things that Christians do are foolishness.  This is because they don't understand them.  But a Christian should.  Unfortunately, as Paul began to write in the beginning of the third chapter of 1 Corinthians some believers (as is the case with many modern day Christians) were not aware of the way God worked and what God expected of them.

So how does God work?  Through processes. What is a process?  A process is a continuing development involving many changes. A process can be natural and a process can be spiritual.  As a rule (sometimes there are exceptions) God operates within processes, and he communicates his will and lessons through processes.  Processes are not instant, rather, processes take time.  Paul was disappointed that the Christians at Corinth were still babes.  Do you have children?  Did they grow up physically?  Certainly they did.  If they did not grow, we would recognize something was wrong and take action to correct it (like perhaps see a physician).  Through the process of time we quite naturally expect a child to grow.  We also easily understand that babies can only digest certain foods, but as they grow they can eat more solid foods.  Paul uses this example in l Corinthians 3:1‑4. He calls them "mere men," which meant natural men, not spiritually-minded men. Even after Paul's earlier ministry to them, they still couldn't get their act together, but had to be treated like baby Christians.  Babies can only handle certain things, they want their way, and they want it now. 
The Corinthian Christians were arguing back and forth over petty things, things that they should have left behind a long time ago.  They didn't submit to God's process of learning.  Paul says in  1 Corinthians 3:6, I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. Have you ever planted a seed?  Did it grow up the next day?  No.  But after the planting you watered the seed, then watered it again.  Then, after a period of time, the seed germinated and began to grow and broke the surface of the soil.  Then, over still more time, the seed grew into a mature plant. Psalms 1:1-3 says, Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night.  He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.  Christians are like a planted tree also.  We bring forth fruit "in our season."  Not immediately!  New Christians need to learn this lesson.  Older Christians who are not producing the kind of life (or fruit) Christ is looking for need to learn this too.  God is looking for fruit, God gives the increase.
Paul then goes on to talk about the foundation in our lives, built upon Christ.  Verse nine tells us we are God's building.  Have you ever worked in construction?  Is the foundation important?  A sound building built on a poor foundation will not last any longer than the foundation.  How long does it take to build the foundation?  Overnight?  Of course not.  It takes time.  God wants to build a sure foundation in your life, but he needs your cooperation.  He wants you to submit to the process whereby you grow through learning and reading the Word of God (the Bible). Verse 10 says that though some teachers build the foundation, and others build upon that, we are responsible for how we are building our building, we need to read, we need to study, we need to pray, we need to fellowship, we need to be doers of the Word of God and not just hearers (see James 2:2).

God works in processes. Just as a natural seed grows, just as a child grows into adulthood, just as a building starts with a good foundation, we too as Christians need to start small and grow.  This takes time.  Your future is as bright as your commitment to Jesus Christ.  God is in this for the long haul.  Are you?

God is a builder, and he does it a little at a time (see Isaiah 28:10).  He's building you into the image of his Son Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29).  It is a process of time.  Galatians 6:9 says, And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.  There is a blessing for those who wait upon the Lord (Isaiah 40:31), who submit to His process of time, and who do not give up.
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