The Dead End of Pride
Bob Jordan
PO Box 1530

Prisoners For Christ
Woodinville, WA 98072

Not a few people in history have determined to exalt themselves above the Lord God. This is ill-advised. Isaiah 48:11 I will not give my glory unto another. And again in Exodus 34:14 For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. This is the way it is. Yet men still refuse to bend their knee to Christ Jesus. Others out-and-out simply reject God with a full head of steam and with every intention. They will experience the dead end of pride; men sow what they reap. God will not be mocked. I like to bring positive teachings, and this one is more negative than positive. Yet here it is, with the hope that the reader will begin the journey of examining themselves, and if pride is present, then get on the path to humility. Following are some good reasons to do just that.
Satan – Isaiah 14:12-15 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13 For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High. 15 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. 

Biblical scholarship is widely agreed that this passage in the Book of Isaiah describes the fall of Satan, and why. Notice the “Five I’s” in the passage. Satan; Lucifer, the Devil – determined to displace God. How did this happen? Why did it happen? He was in the very presence of God, but he wanted to exalt his own throne. The end result was Satan was cast from heaven, and he too k a lot of the angelic host with him. Revelation 12:3-4 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth. The number one loser of all time is the Devil. The fate of the Devil is sealed – Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. Anyone who seeks to lift himself up above God Almighty is on a losing course. It began with the Devil whose dead of pride will be lake of fire. But until then the Devil deceives people. God has warned in Proverbs 16:18 Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. Let’s see what kind of destruction pride brings, and what the results of a haughty (arrogant) spirit are.
King Nebuchadnezzar – Daniel 4:30-33 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty? 31 While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed from thee. 32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will. 33 The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds' claws. 
Reading the entire chapter Nebuchadnezzar gives the narrative of how he had a dream, and Daniel interpreted the dream, a dream about the downfall of Nebuchadnezzar. And a full year went by and King Nebuchadnezzar didn’t make any changes; he still refused to acknowledge God Almighty. So the king in his pomp and arrogance, who lifted himself up in pride and arrogance got made low. He had been warned, but a spirit of pride undid him. This story has a happy ending – for King Nebuchadnezzar eventually came to his senses and blessed the God of Heaven, as we continue reading in Daniel 4:34-37 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine understanding returned unto me, and I blessed the most High, and I praised and honored him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from generation to generation: 35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing: and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou? 36 At the same time my reason returned unto me; and for the glory of my kingdom, mine honor and brightness returned unto me; and my counselors and my lords sought unto me; and I was established in my kingdom, and excellent majesty was added unto me. 37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.  King Nebuchadnezzar found out the hard way that pride goes before destruction. He paid a steep price for having to learn it the hard way. It worked out for Nebuchadnezzar individually, but his previous ungodly behavior was picked up by his grandson, King Belshazzar. It didn’t work out so good for him nor any of King Nebuchadnezzar’s ancestors. Pride is a dead end.
King Belshazzar – Daniel 5:23-28, 30 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified: 24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written. 25 And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 26 This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 27 TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting. 28 PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the Medes and Persians. … 30 In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. 

Chapter five begins with King Belshazzar drinking liquor with his paid friends. Belshazzar thought it funny to drink from the gold and silver vessels that his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar brought from the temple in Jerusalem when the city was taken over. Then they praised the gods of gold, silver, iron, stone, and so forth; they thumbed their noses at God Almighty. The desecrated the articles of the temple. They mocked God. They carried on in a drunken orgy. Good times for all, or so they thought. Then the finger of God writes on the wall, and the king gets pretty shook up. Of course none of his astrologers or soothsayers or that crowd could say what the writing meant, so they went and got Daniel and he interpreted it, and the news wasn’t good at all for Belshazzar. King Belshazzar’s grandfather, King Nebuchadnezzar, had been humbled by God Almighty and he recovered. And Belshazzar knew all of this, Daniels said so in Daniel 5:22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this.  And that night Belshazzar was killed by the invading enemy army, and they took over completely. Babylon was finished. Belshazzar’s son would not be king, the king and his family and the kingdom of Babylon hit a dead end, the dead end of pride.
King Herod – Acts 12:18-24 Now as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among the soldiers, what was become of Peter. 19 And when Herod had sought for him, and found him not, he examined the keepers, and commanded that they should be put to death. And he went down from Judaea to Caesarea, and there abode. 20 And Herod was highly displeased with them of Tyre and Sidon: but they came with one accord to him, and, having made Blastus the king's chamberlain their friend, desired peace; because their country was nourished by the king's country. 21 And upon a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat upon his throne, and made an oration unto them. 22 And the people gave a shout, saying, It is the voice of a god, and not of a man. 23 And immediately the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave up the ghost. 24 But the word of God grew and multiplied. 

King Herod had James the Apostle killed. Seemed that everyone like this so he was keeping up the persecution. Part of the persecution was putting Peter in jail, chained up, with two guards in the room and others just outside the door. Not likely he’d be escaping. But he did. The night before Herod was going to bring Peter out and execute him the angel of the Lord came to the jail and that was that. Peter was now gone. Herod was furious and on the warpath, but he took time out to receive some worship, and he gave a great speech, and those near to him said it was “the voice of a god and not of a man.” And while Herod was lapping it all up the angel of the Lord struck him down, because “he gave not God the glory.” And he wound up eaten of worms, another dead end of pride. Beloved, pride is a dead end. When we tell God where to get off, when we intentionally and deliberately reject the God of the Universe and mock Him, well, the road is going to be hard, and the end will be according to Proverbs 16:18 Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.
Peter wrote in 1 Peter 5:5-6 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.  Serving the Devil, the liar, the beginning of liars, is a dead end. The Devil is opposed to all things righteous. Only a fool would go the Devil’s way. But fools can make a change. King Nebuchadnezzar made a change. He paid a price, but he made a change. Sin has consequences, always has and always will. But in Jesus there is forgiveness and a bright hope for tomorrow. Let us purpose to humble ourselves before Christ the Lord, and let God Almighty have His way in our lives, and be conformed into the image of Christ Jesus as we live the abundant life, advance the kingdom of God, and one day make our eternal dwelling with God in heaven. We want to be on the grace-receiving side of God, and not on the pride side, which is a dead end and not God’s will for any of us.
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