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God calls His children to share His Word.  Many brothers in the jail system who have turned their lives over to Christ, or who have rededicated their live to Him, have birthed within them a desire to preach the gospel.  This desire is placed there by God Almighty.  This brief lesson is prepared from experiences gained after more than 20 years involvement in jail and prison ministry.  These preaching tips (these are not rules) can serve as a start in preparing a message.

#1   PRAY

1 Thessalonians 5:17  Pray without ceasing.  Sound obvious?  Maybe it is.  But do it anyway.  Prayers about whether you should be preaching are a waste of time.  Titus 1:3  But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour.  Spend your time praying about what you should preach on. Pray also that you'll identify with men and their needs, and with the Lord's burden for them.

#2   KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE

Galatians 2:2  And I (Paul) went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.  Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles.  Peter was the apostle to the Jews.  Who are you preaching to?  Are you preaching to Christians?  Are you preaching to the unsaved?  Preaching a pure salvation message will not equip Christian men to serve God, but something on salvation should be included for those men who either want to rededicate their lives or become Christians.  

#3   PREACH ABOUT THE CHARACTER OF GOD OR CHRISTIAN LIVING

Galatians 5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.  Men need to know that God loves them, that God can forgive them, and they especially need to know how to go on living as a Christian.  Messages that teach how to forgive those who sin against you, how to make decisions based on the Word of God, why we can go to Jesus Christ for help-- these are the types of messages that will bring men to Christian maturity.

#4   PREACH A CHRIST-CENTERED MESSAGE

1 Corinthians 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.  1 Corinthians 15:14  And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.  The cross of Christ is the message of the New Testament, and more, in that He is risen from the dead.  Christ is alive!  He is the hope of man and He is the central theme of all of the Bible.

#5   DETERMINE A TITLE FOR THE MESSAGE

Luke 3:3  And he (John the Baptist) came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  Some people preach and/or teach without having a title per se.  John knew his message.  A title causes you to focus on a theme and consequently prevents you from straying off the course.  If you don't know what you're talking about (if you don't have a title) how do you expect anyone else to?

#6   KNOW YOUR TIME LIMIT

Acts 20:9  And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead.  Usually 20 to 25 minutes is sufficient for a message.  Prepare material that can either be included or deleted depending on how the time is running.  It's been appropriately said that the mind cannot absorb what the seat cannot endure.  Short and sweet is better than long and drawn-out.

#7   USE ONE PRINCIPAL TEXT

Luke 4:17-20  And there was delivered unto him (Jesus) the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel... 20  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down.  Using one main passage of scripture for a message is called expository preaching.  Expository preaching is, in my opinion, preferred the majority of the time to topical preaching.  (Topical preaching is where a topic is studied, and various Bible verses from different locations throughout the Bible are used to explain the topic.)  Men that are young in the faith cannot flip through the Bible rapidly to follow numerous scripture references.  Therefore, sticking to one principal text (i.e., the parable of the sower, the account of Naaman the leper, etc.) works well because the men can find it, stay with it during the service, and remember what you preached when they read that passage again at a later time.  Including "points" to the message also makes it easier for the hearer to remember it in the days ahead.  Make sure you are preaching on a subject that you know about, too!

#8   USE PLENTY OF SCRIPTURES

Isaiah 55:11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.  Bible teaching without much Bible reading is not teaching the Bible at all, but is simply the speakers opinion or, worse yet, just a speech.  God said His word would not return void, not your word.  Quoting scripture from memory is useful, as is rereading a main text.  Again, using one text is preferred.  But you can still use supporting scriptures (and should!) from other areas, but it's quicker and more efficient to quote them rather than turning to them. You cannot read too many scriptures so be sure to read plenty of verses when preaching.

#9   INCLUDE PART OF YOUR TESTIMONY AND/OR CURRENT EVENTS

Ephesians 3:8  Unto me (Paul), who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.  Positive personal experiences add to the credibility of your teaching.  Including how, when, where, and at what age you became a Christian can bring closer identification between you and your audience.  Paul did it.  We can too.  Likewise, a big news item can add relevance to your message.

#10   PREPARE NOTES

2 Peter 3:1  This second epistle (letter), beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance:  Notes help you to remember some of the things you'll want to share in your message.  If you're using one text (and you should, for the most part), then a few notes (outline) written on a medium or large size paper can be attached to the opposing page of your Bible from which your principle text is taken.  Sometimes there is no podium, so you have to hold your Bible the entire time.  Trying to handle pages of notes will be difficult for you and distracting to the audience.  Rehearse so that the notes will be sufficient.

#11  PRACTICE

Romans 1:15  So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel....  Rehearse your message in some out-of-the-way place.  You'll have more confidence while preaching what you have already gone over.  You may get ideas for materials that you can jot down in your Bible margin.  The key here is the more prepared you feel, the better job you'll do when preaching before others; if you don't want to do a good job, then don't try to do the job at all.

#12  BE HUMAN

1 Corinthians 2:4-5  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.  You're preaching about the awesomeness of God, not about how superior you are.  No one needs to hear about how you're a superman Christian who never has a problem and never faces a difficulty.  Relate to the men some of your own failures and trials.  But never leave it at that, make sure that when you share hardships you include the lesson you learned and/or how God brought you out of it.  Supporting stories from your own life add relevancy to your message.

#13  THE ALTAR CALL

Romans 10:1  Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.  Make sure that you leave time for a call for salvation, rededication, and prayer for anything else.  Men truly appreciate personal prayer.  Don't feel that "what I'm preaching is so important that I have to preach up to the last minute."  If you practice ahead of time, and know what you're going to say, you'll have time to preach AND pray at the end.

#14  DON'T WORRY

Acts 28:31  Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.  Remember, this is God's will.  Perhaps a more experienced Christian worker can "close" your message (which includes the altar call) and fill in any gaps as necessary.  You'll do fine.  God will assist you as you preach His Word.

Acts 8:4  Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.

