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1. Why Preaching?

(Mat 4:17)  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Because Jesus preached!  The best thing you can do for the poor, the prison inmate, the brokenhearted, and the sick and wounded is to preach Christ to them!

2. What Is The Principle Subject Of Preaching?

(Acts 5:42)  And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ. 

The principle subject of preaching is the central person of the Bible, Jesus Christ.

3. Who Should Be Preached To?

(Mark 16:15)  And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.

Everyone that doesn’t know Christ!  That’s why there are missionaries that go overseas and men and women who go into the prisons and onto the streets and to their neighbors.


Notes:

(Isa 61:1)  The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound.

(Luke 4:18-19)  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

(Acts 17:3)  Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.

(2 Corinthians 4:5)  For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake
.

(Ephesians 3:8)  Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.
4. Who Does The Preaching?

(Rom 10:15)  And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

People that God calls to preach.

5. How Would You Respond To This?

“I don’t think we should be preaching.  I think we just need to show love and accept each other as we are and not get all bothered with Jesus; really, Jesus is who we think he is.”
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Notes:

(1 Cor 1:18-27)  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent. 20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. 22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: 23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness; 24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;

The Bible Teaches That It Is By Preaching That Men Are Saved And Come To Know The Savior.  Though Foolishness In The Opinion Of The Unbeliever (See 1 Corinthians 1:18-27 above), Preaching Is What Brings Men And Women To A Point Of Decision And Conversion, The Holy Spirit Convicting Them Of Sin And Drawing Them To Know Christ.  Jesus Christ Needs To Be Preached In His Fullness And Glory And Power, So That Men Can Be Converted.
6. Why Teaching?

(Luke 5:1, 3)  And it came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of God, he [Jesus] stood by the lake of Gennesaret,  3  And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the ship.

We teach for the same reason Jesus taught, and that is because people need to be taught.

7. What Subjects are Taught?

· Jesus
(2 Pet 3:18)  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.
We teach about Jesus Christ, the one who died for the sin of the world, and was raised again!

· Christian Spirituality
(1 Cor 3:1-3)  And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying, and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
We teach how to develop as a Christian, to become mature.

Notes:

(Matthew 28:20)  Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.

(Matthew 7:24-27)  Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: 25 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 26 And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: 27 And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.

(1 Corinthians 15:3-4)  For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures;  4  And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.

(Hebrews 5:13)  For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.
· Christian Ethics
(John 13:34-35)  A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.

(Rom 12:1-2)  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
We teach people how to behave as a Christian.

· Christian Doctrine
(2 Tim 3:16-17)  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17 That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

(2 Tim 2:15)  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
We teach people the essential truths of the Bible.




Notes:

8. Whom Do We Teach?

· Teach the people of God…
(Deu 4:1)  Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers giveth you.

· Teach your children…
(Deu 11:19)  And ye shall teach them your children, speaking of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when thou risest up.

· Teach faithful men who can teach others….
(2 Tim 2:2)  And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

· Teach the Christian believer…
(Col 3:16)  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

· God teaches us…
(Psa 25:4-5)  Show me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. 5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.

We teach people who want to be taught, primarily people who are Christians already! Preaching is for the Christian and the non-Christian, but teaching is almost always for the Christian. An unsaved person can request teaching for understanding, but generally when preparing to teach, it is almost always a teaching to be delivered to Christians. 



Notes:

The following five areas can be useful to confirm if you have the spiritual gift of teaching (or preaching).  They are taught by Dr. Bill Hybels, Senior Pastor of the 16,000-member Willow Creek Community Church located near Chicago, IL.

The Spiritual Gift of Teaching
Dr. Bill Hybels

Prevailing churches are well-led and well-fed.  Every teacher in the local church should have the spiritual gift of teaching, and be willing to have their teaching evaluated.   Teaching catalyzes the action of the church.  Do not neglect the spiritual gift of teaching.

How do you tell when someone has the spiritual gift of teaching?  Do you “resonate” with the following five statements?  Those with the spiritual gift of teaching
1. Have an unusual interest in studying and preparing messages, and they do so enthusiastically.

2. While they’re discovering truth in the Bible, they’re thinking of ways to communicate it.

3. Live with the absolute conviction that God’s word can change a person’s life.

4. Receive consistent, wide-spread affirmation for their teaching (unsolicited, also).

5. Regularly receive the quiet assurance from the Holy Spirit that they’re doing the right thing, at the right time, for the right reasons.

(PFC Note:  We believe the gift of teaching can come to a person, even if it is not present with the believer now.  Where is your desire?  Ask God for help and be obedient and see what He is pleased to do in your life!)

In the Bible, the word “preach or preaching” occurs 77 times in 74 verses.  The word “teach, teaching or taught” occurs 225 times in 212 verses.  What conclusions can we draw from this? 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________




Notes:

Preaching has its place, and is used to draw men to the Savior, but after men are saved, they must be taught, and they are taught for a lifetime.  Thus the believer, to grow and mature, will require a great deal more teaching in his lifetime than he will preaching.
Three Ways To “Birth”
a Sermon or a Teaching:

1. Immediate Inspiration:  You are suddenly gripped with a message.  It is clear as a bell.  You go to your Bible and the message flows like a river.  You assemble the outline, you have a great passion for the subject as it may apply to something you’re going through right now, and everything falls into place.

2. Partial Inspiration:  You are impressed with a theme and it moves you to search out the scriptures, to ponder and consider the subject.  You meditate over it for a short period of time and in time the message comes together and it begins to flow.

3. Delayed Inspiration:  This is the one the teacher or preacher struggles with the most.  But it’s worth the struggle!  Here you have an inkling of a theme, but nothing flows.  You pursue it and your theme can change a couple of times, but often you come back to the same theme.  It’s as if you are “seeing through a glass darkly” (1 Cor. 13:12).  This message is the most difficult to complete, but God is in it.  One must prevail to complete this type of message.

Do NOT lock yourself into believing that only method #1 is the way God works.  There are many Old and New Testament examples of God’s people struggling and enduring over a period of time to accomplish that which was clearly the will of God.

As a preacher and teacher of the gospel you must prepare yourself mentally for this reality:  There will be times when you have to struggle, travail, and prevail over a season of time to find the mind of God regarding your sermon or teaching.  Get used to it. Don’t quit. Don’t get discouraged. But rather overcome with God’s help!




Notes:

FIFTEEN QUICK REFERENCE

STEPS TO PREPARING A
SERMON OR TEACHING

#1   PRAY

1 Thessalonians 5:17  Pray without ceasing.  

Prayers about whether you should be teaching or preaching are a waste of time.    Spend your time praying about what you should preach or teach on..

#2   KNOW YOUR AUDIENCE
Galatians 2:2  And I (Paul) went up by revelation, and communicated unto them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.  

Paul was the apostle to the Gentiles.  Peter was the apostle to the Jews.  Who are you preaching to or teaching?  Are you preaching to the lost and teaching the saints, or vise versa?  Preaching a pure salvation message will not equip Christians to serve God.  Likewise a teaching to the unsaved about water baptism will largely be ineffective.  Know you Institution also: jails messages are more evangelistic and prison messages are more teaching-oriented.

#3   PREACH AND TEACH ABOUT THE CHARACTER OF GOD OR CHRISTIAN LIVING
Galatians 5:1  Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.

Messages that teach how to forgive those who sin against you, how to make decisions based on the Word of God, why we can go to Jesus Christ for help-- these are the types of messages that will bring men to Christ and to Christian maturity.




Notes:

Titus 1:3  But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour.
#4   PREACH AND TEACH A CHRIST-CENTERED MESSAGE

1 Corinthians 15:14  And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.

The cross of Christ is the message of the New Testament, and more, in that He is risen from the dead.  Christ is alive!  He is the hope of man and He is the central theme of all of the Bible. 
#5   INCLUDE MAJOR DOCTRINE IN EVERY MESSAGE

1 Timothy 4:6  If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and of good doctrine…

Regardless of the subject, reinforce, reference, and repeat one or more major doctrines in your message. Be it Salvation by Grace, the Bodily Resurrection of Christ, the Deity of Christ, the Trinity – teach while you preach and teach sound doctrine that the hearer may be edified and strengthened in the fundamentals of the faith.

#6   DETERMINE A TITLE FOR THE MESSAGE

Luke 3:3  And he (John the Baptist) came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.

John knew his message.  A title causes you to focus on a theme and consequently prevents you from straying off the course.  Exhorting and encouraging is one thing, but teaching lessons and preaching sermons do well to have a title!



Notes:

1 Corinthians 1:18  For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
#7   KNOW YOUR TIME LIMIT

Acts 20:9  And there sat in a window a certain young man named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep sleep: and as Paul was long preaching, he sunk down with sleep, and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up dead.

Usually 20 to 25 minutes is sufficient for a message, but sometimes you get 10 minutes and other times you get a full hour.  Prepare material that can either be included or deleted depending on how the time is running.  

#8   USE ONE PRINCIPAL TEXT WHEN TIME IS SHORT
Luke 4:17-20  And there was delivered unto him (Jesus) the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was written, 18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel... 20  And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and sat down.

Using one main passage of scripture for a message is called expository preaching.  Expository preaching is, in my opinion, preferred the majority of the time to topical preaching.  (Topical preaching is where a topic is studied, and various Bible verses from different locations throughout the Bible are used to explain the topic.  Topical teaching, on the other hand, is appropriate provide there is sufficient time to teach.)  Men that are young in the faith cannot flip through the Bible rapidly to follow numerous scripture references.  Including "points" to the message also makes it easier for the hearer to remember it in the days ahead

#9   USE PLENTY OF SCRIPTURES

Isaiah 55:11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

Bible teaching without much Bible reading is not teaching the Bible at all, but is simply the speaker’s opinion or, worse yet, just a speech.  God said His word would not return void, not your word.  




Notes:

#10  INCLUDE PART OF YOUR PERSONAL TESTIMONY AND/OR CURRENT EVENTS 
Ephesians 3:8  Unto me (Paul), who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.

Positive personal experiences add to the credibility of your teaching.  Including how, when, where, and at what age you became a Christian can bring closer identification between you and your audience.  Paul did it.  We can too!

#11   PREPARE NOTES
2 Peter 3:1  This second epistle (letter), beloved, I now write unto you; in both which I stir up your pure minds by way of remembrance.

Notes help you to remember some of the things you'll want to share in your message.  Sometimes there is no podium, so you have to hold your Bible the entire time.  Trying to handle pages of notes will be difficult for you and distracting to the audience, so lightly affix the notes to your Bible.  DO NOT HAVE TOO MANY NOTES!  Rehearse so that the notes will be sufficient.

#12  PRACTICE
Romans 1:15  So, as much as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel.... 

Rehearse your message in some out-of-the-way place; the more prepared you feel, the better job you'll do when preaching before others.  This is the single most neglected area in sermon or lesson preparation.  BE SURE TO PRACTICE.  Practicing also helps to keep you on schedule as you can see how long it will take to deliver your message. 
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#13  BE HUMAN

1 Corinthians 2:4-5  And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: 5 That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

You're preaching and teaching about the awesomeness of God, not about how superior you are.  No one needs to hear about how you're a superman Christian who never has a problem and never faces a difficulty.  Relate to the men some of your own failures and trials, and include the lesson you learned and/or how God brought you out of it.

#14  THE ALTAR CALL
Romans 10:1  Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.

Make sure that you leave time for a call for salvation, rededication, and prayer for anything else.  Men truly appreciate personal prayer.  Don't feel that "what I'm preaching or teaching is so important that I have to preach and teach right up to the last minute."  If you practice ahead of time, and know what you're going to say, you'll have time to preach AND pray at the end.

#15  DON'T WORRY

Acts 28:31  Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching those things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ, with all confidence, no man forbidding him.

Remember, this is God's will.  Perhaps a more experienced Christian worker can "close" your message (which includes the altar call) and fill in any gaps as necessary.  You'll do fine.  God will assist you as you preach His Word.  Seek to preach and to teach!




Notes:

Acts 8:4  Therefore they that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word.
Memorize Passages in the Bible – It is an Invaluable

Skill to have when Preparing Teachings….

Do any passages come to mind if you believe God would have you to teach on any of the following subjects?

The Resurrection

__________________________________
The Deity of Christ
__________________________________
The Unpardonable Sin
__________________________________
The Bible

__________________________________
Growing in Christ
__________________________________
Prevailing Prayer
__________________________________
Practical Christianity
__________________________________
Marriage

__________________________________

The Local Church
__________________________________
Forgiveness

__________________________________
1. Where is the Sermon on the Mount found? ___________________
2. What has been said to be the most beloved chapter in the Bible? ______
3. What is the great Love chapter? ________________________
4. What is a concordance? _______________________________________
___________________________________________________________
5. What is the difference between the Old Testament and the New Testament? ___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
6. Who were the first three kings of Israel and how long did each reign? ___________________________________________________________
7. Who is the central figure of the Bible? ____________________________
8. What is the central theme of the Bible? ___________________________
9. Which chapter has the nine fruit of the Spirit? _____________________
10. Which chapter has the nine gifts of the Spirit?  ____________________
11. Which chapter names the five-fold ministry? ______________________
12. Why is the book of Acts so named? ______________________________
___________________________________________________________
13. What are the three most important Doctrines of the Christian Church?

1. _________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________


Notes:

Answer Key for Previous Page
The Resurrection

__________1 Corinthians 15__________

The Deity of Christ
______________John 1______________

The Unpardonable Sin
________Matthew 12, Luke 12_________

The Bible

__________Psalm 119_______________

Growing in Christ
__________2 Peter 3_________________

Prevailing Prayer
_____________James 5_______________

Practical Christianity
___________James 1, 2_______________

Marriage

___________Ephesians 5______________

The Local Church
_____________1 Corinthians 12________

Forgiveness

_____________Matthew 18____________

1. Where is the Sermon on the Mount found? _____Matthew 5-7___
2. What has been said to be the most beloved chapter in the Bible? Romans 8
3. What is the great Love chapter? _________1 Corinthians 13_____
4. What is a concordance? _A book containing words of the Bible arranged by scripture reference, it is useful for finding a verse when you know a key word.  Exhaustive Concordances list every word in the entire Bible.

5. What is the difference between the Old Testament and the New Testament? The OT is before the incarnation of Christ where animal sacrifices were required to atone for sins; the NT is after Christ lived and died on earth as a man, and who’s sacrifice brings in the new covenant, or NT, based on his blood.  His sacrifice is the final sacrifice because, unlike animal’s, Christ’s was perfect as well as being that of a man.  (See Hebrews 10)
6. Who were the first three kings of Israel? _Saul, David, Solomon__
7. Who is the central figure of the Bible? ____Jesus Christ________
8. What is the central theme of the Bible? Relationship between God & Man
9. Which chapter has the nine fruit of the Spirit?   Galatians 5 (love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance)  

10. Which chapter has the nine gifts of the Spirit? __1 Corinthians 12 (word of wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, gifts of healing, miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, various kinds of tongues, interpretation of tongues)

11. Which chapter names the five-fold ministry? Ephesians 4 (apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers)

12. Why is the book of Acts so named?   It is the account of the activities and actions of the early church, with Peter and Paul being the principle apostles who’s “acts” are recorded

13. What are the three most important Doctrines of the Christian Church? (1) The Trinity, (2) Bodily Resurrection of Christ, (3) Salvation by Grace.



Notes:

THREE ELEMENTS OF A MESSAGE
Some of these sub-items are optional, but if used these are the locations in the message where they should be used.  Some items overlap as well.  Use this model as a guideline to prepare sermons and teachings.

1. The Introduction
a. Title (the foundation, the focal point, the compass)

b. Argument (the statement of what you want to prove or explain, even something “catchy.”)

c. Background (customs of the time, history, geography, lineage, setting, etc.)

d. Definitions (secular versus spiritual if there is a difference)

2. The Presentation
a. Outline (three points, five points, the outline)

b. Explanation (developing the Argument)

c. Application (how the Bible message applies to today’s life; the relevancy of Christ)

d. Examination (inviting feedback, asking questions)

3. The Summary
a. Review (recap the points made during the presentation)

b. Invitation (bring the listener to a point of making a decision – to accept Christ, to live holy, to begin new habits, to live for God)

President Franklin D. Roosevelt is credited with this quote on public speaking:

“Be sincere, be brief, be seated.”

The point is that a good outline will keep you on track, will keep you from rambling, will allow you to “be brief” but still have a lot of content. Good structure helps to engage the hearer and gives the Spirit of God much to work with. No need to say more than needed!



Notes:

Now it’s time to prepare an outline for a preaching sermon.  We will use the expository method, meaning, we will limit ourselves to one principal text and expound upon it and  preach from there.  Sermons and Bible Studies can begin while we are in prayer, while we are listening to someone else preach (like on Sunday morning), while we are reading our Bibles, through events we observe that God quickens a scriptural application to us, or by yet other means.

Preaching Exercise:

1. Construct an outline of Ezekiel 36:16-38, or from Isaiah 6:1-8, or from Luke 10:25-37, or from Romans 6:1-23 (can be two, three, four, or more “points”): 

a. _______________________________

b. _______________________________

c. _______________________________

d. _______________________________

2. Identify a title for the message (note: often, the title comes LAST even though you have a theme and a text): 
a. ________________________________________

Teaching Exercise:

A Teaching can be expository or it can be topical.  Topical is where numerous references throughout the Bible are used to teach a topic.
What steps would you follow to build a teaching on “How to Mature as a Christian”? The following are a good place to start!
1. Ask yourself how are YOU maturing as a Christian and answer the question of “why should I mature as a Christian?”
2. Are there passages of Scripture that come to mind that are consistent with your experiences?
3. Consider the audience and the time limit. 

4. Seek God, ask for inspiration, survey the Bible, use some study helps, including a Topical Bible
5. Start an outline, either with a legal pad or a computer.
6. Verbally practice, even if it the lesson is incomplete, this will lead to ideas and inspiration on new material that will fit with your teaching.  Have Fun!!!!



Notes:

Brainstorming Exercise:  List resources for getting sermon and teaching helps and materials:

1. Bible Commentaries

2. Pocket Books on Subjects of Interest

3. Christian Biographies

4. Radio Messages

5. TV Messages

6. Christian Periodicals

7. Library

8. Friends

9. Other Versions of the Bible

10. Computer Software

11. Topical Bibles

12. Books and Tapes

13. Bible Handbooks and Dictionaries

14. Church Sermons

15. _________________________

16. _________________________

17. _________________________

18. _________________________

19. _________________________

20. _________________________

21. _________________________

22. _________________________

23. _________________________

24. _________________________

25. _________________________

26. _________________________

27. _________________________

28. _________________________

29. _________________________

30. _________________________




Notes:

Ezekiel page 42
Isaiah page 44
Luke page 47
Romans page 49
special topics

Helps for the Christian Preacher
PREACHING THE SAME MESSAGE IN SEVEN MINUTES OR 55 MINUTES
This teaching concerns itself with the Christian preacher or teacher preparing for a sermon or teaching that allows flexibility in delivery time, yet still allows the most important materials to be systematically covered.

For starters, I’d strongly recommend the Expository style of preaching or teaching to the Topical style, and for many reasons, not the least of which is that it will allow the greatest flexibility in accommodating reduced or expanded preaching or teaching times.

Using one main passage of scripture for a message is called expository preaching.  Expository preaching is where one principle text is used in the Bible, consisting of about eight to 20 verses. The story of Noah’s ark, David confronting Goliath, or Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane would be described in a series of concurrent scriptures, which becomes the principle text in an expository sermon.  (Topical preaching and teaching is where a topic is studied, and various Bible verses from different locations throughout the Bible are used to explain the topic.)  Not only is expository sermon or teaching material preferred for time management, but in the jails and prisons men that are young in the faith cannot flip through the Bible rapidly to follow numerous scripture references as required in a Topical message.  Therefore, sticking to one principal text (i.e., the parable of the sower, the account of Naaman the leper, etc.) works well because the men can find it, stay with it during the service, and remember what you preached or taught when they read that passage again at a later time.  Yet again, for time management (which is never more necessary than when in jails and prisons where the service times are rigidly and unalterably set by the institution) expository sermons provide the greatest flexibility in accommodating the available time given in any service to provide the most focused, necessary, and complete information for the hearer.

When your message is organized according to the expository method it will have a series of “points.” Further, if you have a clear opening argument and a solid closing, and you have interspersed throughout your message either applications to current events or even your own testimony, and you have supporting scriptures for your main text, are prepared with a strong altar-call, then you have a message that can be preached in seven minutes or 55 minutes.

It is not uncommon to be in a situation where through no fault of anyone you will have less time to preach or teach than you had intended. For example, say your team normally has 60 minutes on the schedule, and this has been the norm over a long period of time. You may well come in for a service and be delayed due to an event at the institution (meal time took longer than expected, shortage of officers, re-do of the inmate head count, a fight that broke out, etc.). The correctional staff may ask you to wait while the event is being stabilized, and this could result in your service being shortened to 30 minutes (or some time less than the scheduled 60 minutes). At this point the group leader is instructing the team that time is shorter and thus instead of five worship songs there will now only be two. Instead of a 10-minute testimony there will now only 
be time for a 5-minute testimony. And instead of the message getting 40 minutes now it only gets 15. If you’re the one teaching or preaching, then you have to reduce your 40 minute message to 15 minutes (this is a 60% reduction in time!). What do you do?
Another possibility is that you will have more time than you expected. Perhaps one of the team members who were scheduled to give a 10-minute testimony is a no-show? Maybe the music team that evening finishes a few minutes early? Suddenly you’re on to teach and preach a full 15 minutes earlier than you had intended. You are prepared for 40 minutes, but now you have 55 minutes (almost 40% more time than you had intended). What do you do?
The answer is you always have enough material to accommodate 55 minutes. In 55 minutes you should be able to cover the opening argument, read the entire text from the Bible of your message (which is why an expository sermon is preferred), then go through each “point” of your message, articulating the point, re-reading the applicable scripture for that point, making the case for that point, adding in supporting scriptures (from other parts of the Bible), and include some personal testimony or current event. 

Then, leave a few minutes for a comfortable altar call closing time when all points have been covered. You can gage how long to spend on each point by noting the time on the clock relative to the number of points you have to cover. You can speed up or slow down (set a cadence) as required to fit the time allotted.

A sermon thus can be likened to sitting down to a meal. The most important thing is to eat. But the experience can be enhanced with the table being well-set, nice dinnerware, perhaps candles, some soft music in the background. But if there’s not time for that, say you’re camping or you’re stopping by for some fast-food, you still get a meal, but you don’t get the amenities (or “extras”).

The “extras” in the sermon include reading the entire Bible text before going through the text within the context of your points, application to current events, your testimony, and other supporting scripture. 

A well-prepared, well-rehearsed message can be tailored to provide the “necessary meat” whether or not there is room for the “extras.” With points as your mile markers, you can even preach a message and cover all the necessary material in seven minutes! This takes practice, but it can be done!

The essentials: Title of the message, opening argument, the point, the principle text that supports that point, short explanation of why this point is relevant to the argument.

The “extras”: Reading the entire principle text before beginning the points. Application to current events. Parts of your testimony. Other supporting scriptures from the Bible not in the principle text. These can be added or removed from your message based on available time.

The points become mile markers. They are used to set a cadence for your presentation. If I have 40 minutes to go, and I have three more points, then I can use nine minutes per point, (27 minutes) use five minutes for my close, (32 minutes), five minutes for the altar close (37 minutes) and three minutes buffer that can be used for individual prayer, passing out tracts, shaking hands, etc.  If you have three points and nine minutes to go, rather than burning up time saying time-eating things like “I’m so rushed, I don’t have much time left” a dozen times (I’ve seen this more times than I’d like to remember) just stick to your prepared materials, read the point and the supporting scripture and make a comment and then move to the next point, then you can get done right on time, and still have time for the altar close (albeit a fast one).

If you stick to the essentials, then you can make it. You can cover all materials on time, regardless of the time you have. The points become to the key to a successful jail and prison sermon. It’s easy to follow by the men and it can easily be made to accommodate any time frame your dealt. And no one has to know you’re “rushed” and no one has to sit for 15 minutes because you ran out of materials and you don’t have to preach incomplete messages. The more you practice this the better you’ll be at it!

Helps for the International Preacher
INTERNATIONAL PREACHING
Preaching on the international field has its own set of dynamics versus preaching in America. Let us look at twelve areas that, if we are aware of them, will make our international preaching all the more enjoyable and successful.

1) Working with Interpreters  When the group leader says to you, "you have 10 minutes" this means you really have five minutes because everything you say is being said twice, once by you and once by your interpreter. Developing a full-blown message with four points and a poem is not as effective on the foreign field as it is in America because inmates don't have a Bible to follow along and there are some language barriers. Plus, when you speak and then pause for the interpreter some momentum is lost. Finding a good cadence and using a good choice of words makes it easier for your interpreter as well as your audience. You can practice this by having another person “interpret” what you said during your preparation. This is an invaluable experience to equip you for working with interpreters.
2) Time Limitations  It is very rare for even the main speaker to take more than 12 minutes. Often each speaking role is between five and 10 minutes - whether we're giving a testimony, a short sermon, the main sermon, or the altar close. A fast pace is good and when preaching make sure you stick to the essentials and make the main point of the message and do it in a timely manner. Talking less is preferred to talking too much. Practice this also, practice working on a short time frame yet delivering a quality message.
3) Local Customs  Having an understanding of local customs is useful. Paul on his missionary journeys got the message across, but he recognized local customs, habits, and history. Having an awareness of the history of a country can show the audience that you have taken the time to learn and to appreciate their country. You also do not want to make an error by saying something offensive or inappropriate because you didn't know the local customs. Study up on a host country or city – learn about its culture and sprinkle some timely facts into your message!
4) Enthusiasm and Animation  Hand gestures, walking through the audience, play acting a Biblical role, talking about the cross while your arms are outstretched - all of this holds the interest of the audience. It's hard enough overcoming the language barrier and using interpreters, but to just stand like a post and talk in one place is even less helpful. Conversely, if you are using a microphone with a cord and you move about and swing the cord like a lasso that too can be distracting. Practice enthusiasm, some walking, and higher volume speaking to keep interest but not so as to be a distraction. Get coaching from professional speakers, or, pay attention to speakers the next time you are in an audience to see how they hold the attention of an audience.
5) Storytelling  There are many stories that can be shared, allowing you to preach a good message while allowing the hearer to follow it and remember it. Examples include the story of Zacchaeus, the Prodigal Son, the Rich Young Ruler, the Thief on the Cross, Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch, etc. If you rehearse a Bible story, you can tell it from memory, and walk among the audience, and keep to your time limit! This is powerful and impressive to behold, the Holy Spirit helping.
6) No Notes - Rehearse and Memorize  A well-rehearsed, timed, storytelling gospel presentation will free you up from using notes. There should be one, two or three verses to support your story that you can quote from memory, provided you have rehearsed it well and are confident in your presentation. Enthusiasm, a good story, and appropriate memorized supporting verses, well rehearsed, are very effective on the mission field in foreign jails and prisons.

7) Teaching Doctrine  In every message you should include some major Bible doctrine, such as: the Deity of Christ, the Trinity of God, Salvation by Grace, the Resurrection, Water Baptism, Sin, the Atonement, all of this can be salted into a message. This provides good teaching and the Holy Spirit can build on this in the lives of the inmates. When you share about Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch you can add in something on salvation by grace, full immersion water baptism, the ministry of the Holy Spirit, salvation by grace, the importance of the Word of God. It’s endless, and the story is being told along with the major principles of the kingdom of Heaven!
8) Avoiding American Lingo  "We were hanging out." "It scared the beejeebers out of me." "He looked at me like I had two heads." "I was busted." When you use American slang your interpreter will not know what it means, and he'll pause and just look at you, and momentum is lost. This happens to everyone, when it does just reword it or move on from it. Be sensitive to the differences in culture and be on your guard to not use American culture-specific terms.
9) Walking Among the Crowd  This works well in American prisons and is very effective in foreign prisons. When you're not using a microphone this is much easier to do. Get off the platform and get among the inmates! Just speak loud, project well, move your hands and arms, smile a lot, touch an inmate on the shoulder as you pass by, all of this brings the audience closer to you and provides an entryway to the Lord ministering salvation. Jesus walked among the crowds, amen!
10) Exalting Christ  Every testimony, every message, every altar close, every time we speak we should be exalting Jesus Christ. We can refer to him as The Great God, The Righteous, The Merciful, The Creator and Savior. Let the audience hear you and feel the love you have for Jesus, how he took your pride, your fears, your sins, your guilt, your inadequacy and changed your life. Tell how he met real needs - provision, healing, employment, guidance; let them know Jesus is a right-now Savior!

11) Watch the Audience  The handicaps of speaking through interpreters, the inmates not having Bibles to follow along with, the language and lingo barrier, and often the high ambient temperatures all contribute to the audience sometimes losing focus, which we definitely don't want! We make up the difference by keeping the message short, showing much enthusiasm, walking among the inmates while we speak, and having a focused, quick-moving message. If the audience is getting lost, you, as the speaker, have to be aware of it and change tactics to get the message through. Don't be boring! The group leader may position himself to give you the signal to speed it up, or he’ll be telling the next speaker to light it up because we’re losing the audience. Stay alert and watch the mood.
12) Hear What the Spirit is Saying  When we are rehearsed, prayed up, have a solid story, have key scriptures memorized, we are in an excellent position to communicate effectively the Word of God. On the foreign field we want to let God have his way. If you are prepared, then, it may well happen, that God takes you a different direction as he pleases. We are doing a spiritual work on the mission field. Keep your eyes and ears and heart open to what the Spirit says. You do your part and let God do his. It is OK to change when you feel this is the will of God. International preaching is a joy and blessing. When we are in-tune with God, the host country, and are prepared, then we get the victory, God gets the glory, the inmates get blessed, and the devil gets a mouthful of dust!
Using one “Word” in the Bible for a Theme
COME
The central person of the Bible is Jesus Christ. In the Old Testament he is concealed, but increasingly being revealed, and in the New Testament he is directly (physically) revealed. The central message of the Bible is God's relationship to man  - how they were separated by man’s sin, how their relationship may be restored, and the results in the life of a person whose relationship with God has been restored. A very real part of this restored relationship is the invitation by a Holy and Loving God for people to "Come." The dead, lifeless idols of a false religion are sharply contrasted by the initiating nature of God Almighty who pursues men, desiring a relationship with them. Let us look at some key passages in the Scriptures where God invites us to Come!

Genesis 7:1 And the LORD said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.  

The theme here is "provision." Christ is our provision. The ark is one of the first “types and shadows” (meaning examples) of the Old Testament which reveal Christ. Consider this: All those who were in the ark were made safe from God’s judgment. All those in Christ are safe from God’s judgment. God provided the remedy to the future judgment. Noah built the ark at God’s command. Christ came to earth by the will of God (see Psalms 40 next…). Into this provision, God invites us to “Come.” We are invited to come and partake of this provision. This is the kindness of God, this is the love of God, and this is the nature of God. This is the Christ who came into the world not to condemn the world, but that the world through him might be saved (John 3:17).

Psalm 40:6-10  Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required.  7 Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me,  8 I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.  9 I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, O LORD, thou knowest.  10 I have not hid thy righteousness within my heart; I have declared thy faithfulness and thy salvation: I have not concealed thy lovingkindness and thy truth from the great congregation.  

The theme here is “the will of God." This prophecy in the Psalms is revealed in Hebrews 10:1-9. It is a foreshadowing of the incarnation of Jesus Christ, born of a virgin, dedicated to doing the will of the Father. The endless animal sacrifices did not change man’s nature or make him holy, and never could. Those sacrifices were imperfect and had to be continually repeated. But because God, who is Holy, desired a relationship with the people he created, he provided a means for the people to approach Him. The Son of God, came to this earth fulfilling the will of God, providing the means to holiness and relationship with God. "Lo I Come." Christ came, and the “volume of the Book,” the Bible, is indeed written about Him. He did the will of God, we too should "Come" to God and likewise commit to the will of God. Living right, loving God, practicing his commandments. Behold, Christ gave this example, and we are to follow Christ. Come. Do the will of God. 

Isaiah 1:18-20 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.  19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:  20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.  

The theme of this passage is "cleanliness." The invitation to a stiff-necked people is to sit down together, reason together, and recognize the uncleanness of our lives and accept the invitation to be made whiter than snow. Snow itself forms by water crystallizing around a dirt or dust particle. To be cleaner than snow implies even cleaner than the snowflake! There is a good way to live, and God desires holiness, cleanliness, purity, not only in actions but in motives. He wants us to eat the good of the land, to enjoy our walk with him, to prosper in all areas (physical, emotional, relational, in our work, in our ministries, in our finances, in our faith, in all areas). And this we will do if we will "Come" and take counsel of God's Word and willingly obey. A clean heart, a clean conscience, and hands that are clean. This is God's will for us as we have relationship with him.
Matthew 11:28-30 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.   29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.   30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

The theme here is "rest." Isn't it good to know that in the midst of turmoil, trouble, and anxious situations we have the invitation to "Come." Some faith systems require you to bring endless offerings, follow burdensome rules and regulations, and put on a happy face. Any faith system will do when everything is going well, your belly is full, you have money in your pockets, the sun is shining, and you are getting along with everyone. But what about in the hard times. In Christ the Lord we have the invitation to "Come." He bids us to come, and he provides comfort. He has the tender touch. We read of the Master's gentle hand in Isaiah 42:3 A bruised reed shall he not break, and the smoking flax [e.g. candle wick] shall he not quench: he shall bring forth judgment unto truth. There remains a rest unto the people of God. Let us Come unto Him, in whom is no guile or deceit, and according to 1 Peter 5:7 Casting all your care on him; for he careth for you.

Matthew 14:27-33 But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid.   28 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto thee on the water.  29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus.  30 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save me. 31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?   32 And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.  33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. 

The theme of this text is "faith." Peter had his faith rise up within, and he wanted to go to Jesus. Clearly the laws of nature didn't provide for someone to walk on water. But the invitation was there, Jesus said "Come." Jesus today is saying "Come." Are you listening? When faith rises up in you, when you feel God's presence, when you believe he's speaking to your heart, do you respond to his invitation? Let me encourage you to respond to Christ. As the Holy Spirit of God comes over you, which is God's will, let him have his way with you. Respond and be the person God created you to be. 
Luke 11:1-4 And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. 2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

The theme here is “kingdom living.” In what is knows as the Lord’s Prayer we see that how things work and operate in heaven with God the Father is how we want to lead our lives here on earth. Thy kingdom “Come.” Let the kingdom of God come! This is how we are to pray, this is to be our attitude. We have natural needs, that is recognized. We are to forgive those who sin against us, and we are to ask forgiveness for our own sins. This is God’s way. This is when the kingdom has come to you. We are even to pray to be delivered from evil. There is evil in the land, but we pursue the will of God and the ways of God. Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:3 …Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. To “see” the kingdom of God, to have “Thy kingdom come,” requires knowing Christ and living according to the ways of the Lord.
John 6:34-35 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread.  35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 

The theme here is "satisfaction." In Christ, when we come to him, we truly have satisfaction of our soul. Intellectually he is satisfying. Emotionally he is satisfying. Academically he is satisfying. Historically he is satisfying. When you come to Christ the emptiness is filled, the heart is healed, the physical body begins recovery, the attitudes are corrected, despair is exchanged for hope, ashes are replaced with beauty, confusion is replaced with understanding. Investigate the claims of Christ, and find out his truth, and embrace him in the beauty of holiness. You come. Find satisfaction for your soul!

Hebrews 4:14-16 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.  15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need. 

The theme of this passage is "understanding." We can come to Christ boldly, and in confidence, because he faced what we face, and did it without sin. Christ understands, he experienced what we experience. He understood rejection, being despised, being misunderstood, and being opposed. He knew hunger, fatigue, deep sorrow, grief. He went through emotional anguish and physical pain. He knew humiliation, betrayal, and a broken heart. And this Christ who understands the feelings of our infirmities bids us to "Come," and we are even to "Come Boldly." We can come in bold confidence because sin has been conquered; Christ the Lord conquered it!
1 John 5:20-21 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life. 21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

The theme here is “eternal life.” We have the assurance of this great salvation. We are not left to a blind faith, but we have reasons for faith, and we have understanding that we may know him that is true. Christ is alive, not dead like the lifeless, cold idols so prevalent in societies past and present. Yes, present! Whatever we put ahead of Christ is an idol, be it an eight-armed elephant that we bow to, a possession, or “dead works” attitudes that we cling to and embrace in spite of contradictory evidence and understanding. There is an eternal life to be gained, and it found in Christ Jesus the Great King, the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last. Heed the scriptures, embrace Christ, put off idols, and experience eternal life.
Revelation 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.  

The theme here is "acceptance." This is nearly the last verse in the Bible, and the message still is to "Come." Three times in this verses we are bid to "Come." God is calling us, to those who can hear and to those thirsty for truth, you come. What an invitation! You are to come to God as you are. The clean-up comes after repentance and salvation, not before. No other false god, religion or idol will ever make you this offer!  The invitation is now. The heartbeat of God is the souls of people, and that is again revealed right up to the end of the Book. "Come." Salvation is a free gift. God already knows your need, your weaknesses, your transgressions, your attitudes, your sins. But he still calls you! It is a truth that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. This is where the new life in Christ begins. Then it's a lifetime of living for God and being conformed more and more into the image of Christ. Accept God's will for your life, respond to the Spirit and the Bride, and "Come"!

___________________________________

This short lesson aims to show, in a small way, the love of God, and the heart of God toward people. The Bibles says in Isaiah 59:1 Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear. Far from being an inert, disinterested “higher power” Christ the Lord has taken the initiative and is the Creator and Savior. The best known verse in all of the scriptures says it all, John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. The invitation is there, from Genesis to Revelation, in the Psalms, in the books of the prophets, into the gospels – including The Lord’s Prayer, and in the epistles – it’s the major theme of the Bible – God’s relationship to man.

The alternative dear friend is terrifying. The time to hear “Come” is now! The scriptures are clear, Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment. But there will be those who deny this Christ. For them there is no more sacrifice for sin unto salvation. Heaven is gained on this side of the grave. Isaiah 5:14 Therefore Hell hath enlarged herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. On the other side of the grave, at the Great White Throne Judgment, many will not hear “Come.” They will hear rather Matthew 7:22-23 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. Then consider this in Matthew 25:41-43 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not. It takes an eternity to pay for your own sins – and even then you still can’t do it! That’s how bad sin is, and that’s how wonderful our salvation is in Christ. He says to “Come!”
You can hear “Come” now, and respond to Christ by the Holy Ghost, or later you can hear “Depart.” What will it be? Christ is coming again, and it can be anytime. Are you ready to meet Christ? Will you know him as Lord now, or as Judge later? Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. Will you by faith come to God? This is God’s way. This is how the kingdom of God works. You come. You come to the Savior, who bids you to come, and who has made a way for you to come. Don’t miss this!
The Bible closes with these two verses. Jesus said he’s coming back, and he does what he says he’ll do. Let the Lord Jesus Christ into your life if you haven’t already, and if you have, commit yourself anew and afresh to his will in your life. 

Revelation 22:20-21 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.  21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.  
Using one “Phrase” in the Bible for a Theme
VOID OF UNDERSTANDING

Five times in the Good Book, all in the book of Proverbs, the term void of understanding occurs. All of heaven comes to a stop when a person’s free will is involved. Yet God Almighty is not disinterested in the affairs of men, and is active in revealing Himself and providing instruction on anything important. This is why we have teachers in the Christian Church, to study and to teach the principles of the kingdom of God to Christians, young and old alike. Let us consider five areas where being void of understanding comes at a price - and recognize that it doesn’t have to be this way, if only we would heed the wisdom of the scriptures and line our life up accordingly.

Purity - Proverbs 7:4-10, 21-27  Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman: 5 That they may keep thee from the strange woman, from the stranger which flattereth with her words. 6 For at the window of my house I looked through my casement, 7 And beheld among the simple ones, I discerned among the youths, a young man void of understanding, 8 Passing through the street near her corner; and he went the way to her house, 9 In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night: 10 And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart.... 21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him. 22 He goeth after her straightway, as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the stocks; 23 Till a dart strike through his liver; as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is for his life. 24 Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth. 25 Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths. 26 For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her. 27 Her house is the way to hell, going down to the chambers of death.  

How much more warning does one need? What better picture of the personal destruction of one’s life needs be painted? One of my business mentors, Ken Willig, has a saying, "Don't go where it is slippery." Some giants of the faith overcame sexual temptation - for example Joseph. Other giants of the faith failed in this area - David. Two cities, Sodom and Gomorrah, were destroyed for their rampant sexual immorality. In the borders of marriage sexual intimacy is proper and is a gift. Outside of the bonds of marriage it is called fornication and adultery. Persons void of understanding sin against their own body by participating in sexual immorality. It doesn’t promote family unity, it betrays marriages, it breaks the hearts of parents and grandparents, and it leads to death - death to relationships, dreams, hopes, prosperity, all of it goes down the rat hole when this sin is involved. The lie being pushed by our culture is that the pinnacle of experience and the goal of life is sexual activity - and those void of understanding run down this road, the road that leads to hell, according to the scriptures. The simple minded youth in this Bible story didn’t even know what hit him. He was lost and on his way to hell. It never had to be that way. At my 30-year high school class reunion the party crowd at age 17 was still the party crowd at age 47. Wasted lives. Multiple divorces. Some died before their time. Poverty, want, “professional party seekers.” Wake up and make an about face if this is your situation. 

Words - Proverbs 10:11-19  The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. 12 Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins. 13 In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found: but a rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding. 14 Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction. 15 The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their poverty. 16 The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin. 17 He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he that refuseth reproof erreth. 18 He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool. 19 In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips is wise.  

Words can be used to heal, or words can be used to wound. In the book of James the writer goes so far as to say that if you can control your tongue you are a perfect man! James 3:2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.  Watching what we say, speaking things unto edification, preferring others above ourselves, these are all a part of successful human interaction, and we can learn the ways of the Lord, and speak those things that engender life and prosperity, or we can shoot off our mouths, offend many, and get the rod across our back to show for it. So what is better? To be a person given to wisdom and following God's way, or to be one void of understanding and taste the lash over and over and over again? Let us chose wisdom, let us learn God's ways, and enjoy the fruits thereof. Keep quiet sometimes! In studying the life of Christ we are amazed at what he said, but sometimes when we study it out we can be equally amazed at what he didn’t say, especially when facing off with the religious leaders both during his ministry and during his trial.

Honor - Proverbs 12:8-14 A man shall be commended according to his wisdom: but he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised. 9 He that is despised, and hath a servant, is better than he that honoureth himself, and lacketh bread. 10 A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. 11 He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he that followeth vain persons is void of understanding. 12 The wicked desireth the net of evil men: but the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit. 13 The wicked is snared by the transgression of his lips: but the just shall come out of trouble. 14 A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth: and the recompence of a man's hands shall be rendered unto him.  

Honor is doing the right thing - regardless of who is or isn't watching. Honor is doing the right thing even when it comes at a personal cost. Honor is building, working, producing, advancing, lifting, helping. It's saying the right thing, it's building up others, it's using your skills, talents, gifts, and energy to make something better for someone else. It's providing for your family. It's advancing the kingdom of God. It's behaving like a Christian, with behavior that is above reproach; it's having a good testimony within and without the Christian community. Honor is defending the poor, the orphan, the widow, the infirm, the weak. It's standing up for what is right. It's doing your duty. The Las Vegas lifestyle is dishonorable - something for nothing (gambling), it's the pursuit of pleasure over the pursuit of producing. It's lasciviousnessness personified. Where is the honor in that? If you like that lifestyle, so be it, but you are not a Christian, plain and simple. You may be playing church if Las Vegas living appeals to you – ‘remember Lot's wife’ Jesus said in Luke 17:32. Do not find appeal in dishonorable behavior. Don’t explain it away. Avoid evil, pursue that which is holy. Associate with good people, people from whom you can learn, grow, and prosper. Seek out wise counselors and model yourself after good people. Following losers is a path to ruin, and is the path taken by those void of understanding.

Relationships - Proverbs 17:13-18  Whoso rewardeth evil for good, evil shall not depart from his house. 14 The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water: therefore leave off contention, before it be meddled with. 15 He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the LORD. 16 Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wisdom, seeing he hath no heart to it? 17 A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. 18 A man void of understanding striketh hands, and becometh surety in the presence of his friend.  

‘Wanna fight’? That's the response of those void of understanding. Jesus, the prince of peace, the friend of sinners, taught us to love one another. Human relationships are unavoidable and either we can learn proper interaction and succeed, or we can come up empty year after year. Being a friend is not automatic - it has to be learned and it has to be earned. Being a friend in the easy times is one thing, being a friend in the tough times is something different. When something doesn't go your way, do you know how to act? How to behave? How to respond? Do you do what honors Christ, or do you act like one void of understanding, ready to fight? We read in Romans 12:18 If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.  Jesus said in the sermon on the mount, in Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God. Handling relationships is essential to success in life. No one gets far going it alone, and no one gets far grinding and grating against others. Some people wear negative attitudes and scowls like a merit badge. Pity those people, and those around them. They walk inconsistently with the teachings of Christ, they are void of understanding.
Industry - Proverbs 24:27-34  Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field; and afterwards build thine house. 28 Be not a witness against thy neighbor without cause; and deceive not with thy lips. 29 Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done to me: I will render to the man according to his work. 30 I went by the field of the slothful, and by the vineyard of the man void of understanding; 31 And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and the stone wall thereof was broken down. 32 Then I saw, and considered it well: I looked upon it, and received instruction. 33 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to sleep: 34 So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth; and thy want as an armed man.  

Working hard is a Christian virtue and hallmark. Missionaries labor in distant lands with no recognition, living in tough conditions and suffering want and lack, all for the love of souls, the cause of Christ, having an attitude that with God's help and a strong back any individual Christian can make a difference. Those void of understanding sit around, waste time and in the process waste a life. One day they wake up and see that they are in self-imposed poverty, in debt, without skills or education, and without prospects. The Almighty doesn't desire this for anyone, thus the scriptures are filled with examples and exhortations about work, industry, effort, learning, and forward progress. Only those ignorant and void of understanding, those who "know it all" and can't or won't be taught, wind up with an empty sack. In this life we have to understand and accept that all things are not fair. Sometimes calamity comes upon us, sometimes the other guy wins the lottery and retires young to go live on the beach. Sometimes someone inherits great wealth while the other guy works hard just to make ends meet. John the Baptist said in Luke 3:14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages. Good advice – work and be content with your wages! Paul the Apostle said in 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. 11 For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. 12 Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread. Nothing worth anything was gained without someone investing, designing, producing, sacrificing, laboring, working. Those who want the quick road go down a broad path, with a lot of company - the road to ruin. This is the lot of those void of understanding.
___________________________________________

Those raised in Christian homes, with Christian parents, who attended good churches with good pastors, had proper schooling and examples, are well down the road to success when they start out their lives. They have every opportunity to succeed and to sidestep those pitfalls entered into by those void of understanding. But what if we didn’t have that kind of upbringing? What if we lived outside of the kingdom of God for many years? What if we come into the kingdom of God’s dear Son Jesus Christ with debt, baggage, divorce, addictions, poor employment history, limited people skills, destructive attitudes, foul mouths, and not a lick of knowledge about how things work in the church? For starters we want to take Christ as Savior. Whatever stain of sin we have is bought and paid for by our precious Lord Jesus Christ, and nothing will separate us from his love. Paul the Apostle wrote in Romans 8:38-39 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Once we have the relationship issue with Jesus settled, now we start learning about Him, living for Him, and making changes by the help and enablement of the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. He said in Matthew 9:12 …They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. The Great God and Savior Jesus Christ came to seek and save those that were lost. Beloved, whatever you have done, how ever much you have messed up, you must know that Jesus came for you, he died for you, he paid the price for you. Your part is to accept it and to walk in newness of life, daily being conformed in the image of Christ Jesus, following his example, reading and applying the scriptures, and sowing good seed. Let God have His way with you, and one day men will say of you…
· He is a pure man, he’s a good example.

· He is a well-spoken, wise man.

· He is an honorable man.

· He is a man who understands people relationships

· He is diligent, he’s a worker.

Previously they may have said “he’s a loser, he’s a fornicator, he’s got a foul mouth and you can’t believe anything he says, he’s dishonorable and is a cheat, he’s a law-breaker, he is an abuser of people, and he’s lazy. Now they speak well of you in all areas. Reminds me again of the apostle Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10 Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

Before, when we walked in ignorance and disobedience we were void of understanding, getting knocked from the proverbial pillar to post. But not anymore. The road to recovery is longer and harder for some of us, but with God’s help and grace we can and will overcome. Beloved, it is a bright day in the kingdom of God!

Teaching on a Major Doctrine
THE DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST

Jesus Christ is Jehovah God, as declared by the Bible.  Jesus is of the same nature, attributes, and substance as God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  They are each, however, three distinct persons in the Holy Trinity.

The teaching of the deity (the state of being God) of the Lord Jesus Christ is a fundamental doctrine held within orthodox Christianity.

The scriptures declare that all men have sinned and come short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).  They also declare that Jesus did no sin.  However, Jesus is declared by the scriptures to be a man.  Now if Jesus was a man ONLY, he would have to be included in the category as sinner too, since all men have sinned.  The Bible does not contradict itself, but it must be interpreted from beginning (Genesis) to end (Revelation).

Jesus was not JUST a man, he was the God‑Man.  Jesus Christ is 100% God, and 100% man.  If man is to have a savior, he needs to have one without sin.  God came in the flesh and fulfilled the Law.  (Note: Jesus said he came to fulfill the Law, not destroy it.  The Law was given to be obeyed.  But no one could do it.  Only Jesus, the God‑Man could, AND DID.  The Law is fulfilled, now there is a better promise – A New Testament ‑ based on the shed blood of Jesus Christ.)

SCRIPTURES SHOWING THE DEITY OF JESUS CHRIST

PRE‑EXISTENCE OF CHRIST-
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and THE WORD WAS GOD.
John 1:14 And the WORD WAS MADE FLESH and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
Who is the Word that was God?  Who was this Word that was made flesh (was a man)?  Jesus.  Jesus is God.

THE "I AM"‑
Exodus 3:14 And GOD SAID unto Moses, I AM that I AM: and he said, thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.

John 8:58 JESUS said unto them, verily, verily I say unto you, Before Abraham was (born), I AM.
Abraham was the first Jew; the lineage of Jesus Christ in Matthew chapter one begins with Abraham.  Yet Jesus said he existed before Abraham.  How can this be?  It is because Jesus is God, and has always existed (though as a man, his beginning was at birth through Mary).

THE CREATOR‑
Colossians 1:7 And he (Jesus Christ) is before ALL things, and by him ALL things consist.

John 1:3 ALL things were made by him (Jesus Christ); and without him was not ANYTHING made that was made.

The creator of ALL things could not himself have been created, unless he created himself, which is a senseless statement.  God created all things; Jesus created all things ‑ Jesus is God.

IMMANUEL: GOD WITH US‑
Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord shall give you a sign, behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 
Matthew 1:21‑23 And she (Mary) shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: FOR HE SHALL SAVE HIS PEOPLE FROM THEIR SINS.  Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 'Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name IMMANUEL,' which being interpreted is, GOD WITH US.
Only Jesus can save his people from their sins. Only God can forgive sins against God.  Sinful man couldn't forgive sin against God.  Yet the man Jesus could and would, because he was without sin (1 Peter 2:22).  Jesus was more than just a man, he was 100% man and 100% God.

EVERLASTING‑
Micah 5:2 But thou BETHLEHEM Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands (of cities) of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from EVERLASTING.
Matthew 2:1 Now when Jesus was born in BETHLEHEM of Judea...

Jesus' existence ('goings forth') had no beginning.  It was from of old, from everlasting.  Anything created had a beginning.  God has no beginning.  Jesus had no beginning.  Jesus is God.

THE MIGHTY GOD‑

Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the MIGHTY GOD, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

Revelation 3:14 ...These things saith the Amen (Jesus), the faithful and true witness, the beginning (origin) of the creation of God.

Clearly this scripture prophesies of Jesus, and calls him THE MIGHTY GOD.  Jesus is God.  The scripture also calls him the everlasting Father.  Does this mean Jesus is the Father of the Godhead (Trinity)?  No!  Jesus was the origin of creation, or where God's creation proceeded from (recall Colossians 1:17 and John 1:3).  Natural fathers are called fathers of their own children, since the fathers are where the children had their beginning.  So too Jesus is the creator of all things, and IN THAT SENSE is the everlasting Father.

GOD IN THE FLESH‑

1 Timothy 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh (John 1:1, 141, justified in the Spirit (Acts 10:38), seen of angels (Hebrews 1:5), preached unto the Gentiles (Acts 8:35), believed on in the world (John 3:16), received up into glory (Acts 1:9).

Jesus met all the criteria of the person in this verse, the PERSON referred to as God manifest in the flesh.
WORSHIP GOD ONLY‑
Exodus 34:14 For thou shalt WORSHIP no other god: for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a Jealous God. (See also Exodus 20:3.)

Hebrews 1:6 And again, when he (God the Father) bringeth in the first begotten (Jesus) into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God WORSHIP HIM. (See also Luke 4:8.)

Men could not be worshiped (Acts 20 : 25‑26 ), angels could not be worshiped (Revelation 22: 8‑9 ).  Only God was to be worshiped.  Yet Jesus was to be worshiped.  Jesus is God.

LORD AND GOD‑

John 20:28‑29 And Thomas answered and said unto him (Jesus), MY LORD AND MY GOD.  Jesus saith unto him, Thomas because thou hast seen me thou hast believed, blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
As a Rabbi (an ordained teacher of the Jewish law) Jesus was required to rebuke error, yet he let Thomas call him MY LORD AND MY GOD.  What Thomas said was TRUE.  Jesus is God.

SON DECLARED GOD‑

Psalms 45:6 Thy throne O GOD is forever and ever.  The scepter of thy kingdom is a right scepter.

Hebrews 1:8 But unto THE SON he (God the Father) saith: Thy throne O GOD is forever and ever.  A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of thy kingdom.
Clearly the Son is called God, and called God by God the Father.  A throne forever seems also to imply eternity past as well as future.

RETURN OF JESUS‑
Titus 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ.

Jesus is coming back.  See Acts 1:11, Revelation 1:7, 1 Thessalonians 4:16‑18.  Jesus is the great God.  Jesus is our Savior.

THE FIRST AND THE LAST‑
Isaiah 44:6 Thus saith the Lord the King of Israel, and His redeemer the Lord of Hosts, I am THE FIRST AND I AM THE LAST, and beside me there is NO GOD.

Revelation 22:12‑13 And behold I come quickly (recall Titus 2:13 above) and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work shall be.  I am alpha and omega, the beginning and the end, THE FIRST AND THE LAST.

God is the FIRST AND THE LAST.  Jesus is THE FIRST AND THE LAST.  Jesus is God.  (Note: Jesus is speaking for himself in the book of Revelation as is proved in Revelation 1:18 where Jesus says "I am he that liveth, and was dead.")

GOD IS TRUE-
John 14:6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, THE TRUTH, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
John 5:20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and WE ARE IN HIM THAT IS TRUE, even in his Son Jesus Christ. 

This is the TRUE GOD, and eternal life.  Jesus is whom we (Christians) are in.  Our salvation is in Jesus Christ.  We are complete in Jesus (Colossians 2:10).  Jesus is truth.  Jesus is the TRUE GOD.

The teaching of the Deity of Jesus Christ is not just a nice doctrine with no modern‑day application.  Rather, we have great comfort and hope if in fact Jesus Christ is God.  Why? 

‑ Because we know God knows first‑hand what it is like to suffer:

Philippians 2:5‑8 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the FORM OF GOD, thought it not robbery to be EQUAL WITH GOD. But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the FORM OF A SERVANT, and was made in the LIKENESS OF MEN: and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

‑ Because we know God knows first‑hand what it is like to be tempted:

Hebrews 4:14‑17 Seeing that we have a great high priest that is passed into the heavens, JESUS THE SON OF GOD, let us hold fast our profession.  For we have not a high priest which cannot be touched with the feelings of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.
‑ Because the sacrifice of Jesus Christ avails us a way to God:

1 Peter 3:8 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust that he might BRING US TO GOD, being put to death, but quickened (made alive) by the spirit.

‑ Because we have the hope of Heaven:

1 Corinthians 15:17‑19 And if Christ be NOT raised, your faith is in VAIN: ye are yet in your sins.  Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.  If IN THIS LIFE only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.

Had Jesus not been God, he would have been just like any other man who lived a good life, but died in his sins because he could not meet God's standard of PERFECTION.  He would be in the grave today if he were merely a man only.  Yet the scripture says:

Romans 1:4  And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.
Jesus' resurrection from the dead was a declaration by God that Jesus was in fact THE Son of God.  Because Jesus was God, we have great hope in him (see 1 Corinthians 15 and Hebrews 10).

Because Jesus lives the Christian has HOPE and HELP in this life from a God who understands man's troubles and needs.  We can know God here on earth, and have EVERLASTING LIFE in Heaven to look forward to.

Jesus is God.  Jesus died for you.

Two “Topical” Teachings
The following is a teaching on Christian maturity.  In uses different scriptures consistent with the “topical” format.  There are numerous “points” that serve as mile markers to keep you on track and your message organized.  This teaching is clearly a lesson directed to Christians.  This message should be delivered when there is at least 30 minutes of time to present.

1st “Topical” Teaching

SIX KEY AREAS TOWARD RAPID CHRISTIAN MATURITY
It should be the desire of every Christian to mature to the point where they can advance the kingdom of God.  The Christian has been bought with a price, and is no longer his own but belongs to Christ and thus seeks to do his will.  Often the scripture will refer to the Christian as a soldier.  Soldiers are those prepared for the battle.  And we want to be prepared for the battle as mature saints, equipped to do God’s work in and bring God’s word to a sin-sick world.  Following are six key areas toward rapid Christian maturity.

#1  BE A STUDENT OF THE BIBLE
Psalms 1:2  But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night.  John 5:39  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.

Read Psalms chapter 119 to see the psalmists love for the Bible (some teach this was a prophetic testimony of Christ as he read and loved the scriptures). Loving the Bible and knowing Bible basics is essential for Christian maturity.  Do you know the plan of salvation?  Do you know why man is separated from God?  Do you know if good works can save you?  Do you know the difference between the Old and New Testaments?  To know the answers to these questions, we have to know the Bible at a reasonably mature level, a level sufficient to be effective in explaining it to others.  Tip:  Get a good quality Bible and mark it up neatly.  Write key verses in the back.  Let your Bible be the sharp, double-edged sword weapon it is intended to be.

#2  INVEST IN TOOLS
2 Timothy 2:15  Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman

that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
Ever go to a carpenters shop, or a machinists work center, or an automotive repair facility?  Notice that the workmen all have tools to help them accomplish what they need to do their jobs effectively?  You too need tools to help you to mature, and to learn the scriptures as quickly and as efficiently as possible.  The following tools are useful to all Christians:  (1)  Exhaustive Concordance, such as Cruden’s or Strong’s concordance.  Get one in the Bible version you use.  A concordance references every word in the Bible.  If you don’t know where a verse is, but you know a word in it, a concordance can help you find it fast.  (2) A Bible dictionary to explain words perhaps unfamiliar to you.  (3)  A one-volume Bible commentary such as Matthew Henry’s or Wycliffe’s Commentary.  No commentary is perfect, but you can get an explanation of passages that may shed light on the subject for you.  A couple or three commentaries is better for alternate views.  (4)  A Bible handbook, such as Haley’s Handbook or Eerdman’s Handbook.  They contain historical and archeological facts that can assist in Bible study.  (5)  Bible-time maps.  Most of the higher quality Bible’s have colored maps in the back.  (6)  A Topical Bible such as Zondervan’s.  Here scriptures are assembled according to topic, such as Salvation, Minister, Regeneration, and names of people and places in the Bible.  This a good reference when preparing a study on a particular subject.  (7)  A good study Bible, such as the Open Bible, Thompson’s Chain Reference, or Dake’s Annotated Bible.  Here many cross references are listed in the margins of the Bible for aid in study.  (8)  A Parallel Study Bible.  Here anywhere from two, three, four, and even up to a dozen or more Bible translations are assembled into one book.  Thus you can read a passage in the King James, see what is says in the New International Version, see what it says in the Living Bible, etc.  This helps bring some understanding to passages that may not be immediately clear in any one version.  (9)  Read biographies of Christians who’ve done great things for the kingdom of God.  Get stories about George Müller, Charles Finney, David Wilkerson, Hudson Taylor, etc.  These are faith-building stories that can quickly give you a vision of what God can do with any man who’ll yield to him. (10)  Optional: If you have a computer, much of the above tools can be obtained on software.  Many types of software are out there, such as QuickVerse, PC Bible, etc. that have add-on modules of different Bible versions, handbooks, commentaries.  Tip:  Many books can be purchased at very, very low cost at used bookstores, Goodwill, etc.
#3  BE A MEMBER OF A GOOD, BIBLE-CENTERED CHURCH
Acts 20:28  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the

which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God,

which he hath purchased with his own blood.

The church is a place where the young in Christ are made mature in Christ.  A good church is one where the pastor and leadership believe the Bible.  (It may be surprising to you to learn that many pastors and churches do NOT believe the Bible.)  Be a part of a church that trains its people in the scriptures, that preaches the scriptures, and that lives the scriptures.  Read their Statement of Faith or Statement of Beliefs and see if you agree.  Interview the pastor (meet with him separate from the church service) and ask him his opinion of the Bible, of outreach in the community and what they are doing, of the Bible training they do, and his view on important church doctrine regarding Christ, God, Sin, Man, Salvation, Baptism, etc.  If he doesn’t know or thinks these things are not important and that we simply need to “love each other” then don’t just walk out of his church, RUN OUT.  Further, the church should be a worshipping church.  You should be singing the songs of the redeemed, victorious songs that encourage your spirit and put you in a frame of mind to receive the Bible-centered message that usually follows a church’s song service.  Tip:  To mature we must stick with and support one church for a long time.  Church hoppers never are accountable and never seem to mature.

#4  PARTICIPATE IN GROWTH SEMINARS OUTSIDE OF CHURCH

2 Peter 3:18  But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord

and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen.

Good, solid churches that have pastors with good self images will promote visiting ministries and events that are separate from the ministries of their own church.  Examples can be visiting ministries specializing in topics such as evangelism, creation science, worship, lay ministry, leadership, etc.  These ministries can come inside of your church, or they can be at a member church, or they can be at a non-church site.  Whatever and wherever these ministries take place, do what you can to improve yourself.  Attend special seminars so you can grow.  It may be like “drinking from a fire-hose” because so much information is coming at you, but you do learn and you do grow.  Quickly.  Also:  Listen to Christian teaching on the radio or via cassette tapes.  Tip: Expose yourself to Christian ministries outside your denomination.  No one denomination has the corner on all that God is doing.
#5  GET INVOLVED IN MINISTRY
John 4:35  Say not ye, There are yet four months, and then cometh harvest? behold, I say

unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.

Once you have the tools for study, and you are in a good church, and you have good pastor, the thing to do next is to get involved in ministry.  Most good, Bible-centered churches could be doing more if only their members would rise up and get involved in ministry.  The church has two types of ministry, one is inside the church, and the other is outside the church.  There are also two types of ministry, that which is spiritually based, and that which is practically based.  Spiritually-based ministries inside the church include the choir, music, Sunday School teacher, etc. Spiritually-based ministries outside the church include neighborhood witnessing, passing out tracts, visiting the sick, evangelistic outreaches, etc.  Practically-based ministries inside the church include preparing the bulletin, running the sound equipment, preparing food and drinks for social events, etc. Practically-based ministries outside the church include helping others in the church to fix their cars, plumbing, etc., and delivering good and clothes to the needy.  The bottom line is, whatever skills and talents you have, they can be used to advance the kingdom of God.  Tip:  Find a mentor to help develop you in ministry.  Active ministry is the fastest way to mature as a Christian.

#6  EMBRACE SUFFERING AS ESSENTIAL FOR GROWTH

Romans 8:18  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are

not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

Some things are hard to understand.  Why do good people suffer?  Why do children die?  Why do our prayers sometime seem to go unanswered?  When the pastor doesn’t acknowledge your contribution to the Christmas Program are you going to get mad and quit?  To mature means that when the going gets tough you stick with it and don’t quit.  Have an attitude to not quit!  Consider this from John 6:53, 60-61, 66-68  Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. 60 Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it? 61 When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you? 66 From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him. 67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life.  Peter knew the teaching was difficult, but he also knew that Jesus was the Christ, and that he had the words of eternal life.  Tip:  Most people quit when the going gets tough or when they get offended.  Know this in advance and purpose to never quit.
These six areas will move you quick to maturity.  Include these six areas with a steady habit of prayer, fellowship, water baptism and the infilling of the Holy Spirit.  As you mature you will be used of God in ways you never thought possible.  You will do battle with the enemy of men’s souls, the devil.  You will pray for the sick and see them recover.  You will counsel with the brokenhearted and see them encouraged.  You will teach new Christians to where they too are mature.  You will lead the lost to Christ and inherit the crown of life that the Lord has for those who win souls.  You will baptize others in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  You will be the one who people go to when they need an answer from the scriptures, because they know that you know the scriptures.  Let God have his way in your life.  Live for Christ.  Nothing is more exciting or fulfilling.  Mature Christians get the job done.  Reach out to others.  Be prepared as you reach out.

2nd “Topical” Teaching

FRIEND OF SINNERS
One of the chief aspirations of all Christians (at least it should be) is to be increasingly conformed into the image of Christ (Romans 8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.). This includes behavior, disposition, attitude and actions. The old saying “talk is cheap” applies to the Christian community as much as it does anywhere else, and even more so. When one identifies himself with Christ then the process of being conformed into the image of Christ begins – and continues throughout the life of the Christian. Consider this quote by a person of influence: "I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. Your Christians are so unlike your Christ." – Mahatma Gandhi
So what can it mean to be Christlike? Let’s look a few examples and see how we stack up. Matthew 11:19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children. Let’s look of some of this wisdom, and the results that followed.

The Adulterer
John 8:3-7 And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst, 4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 
When a person is not a Christian their behavior is by default going to be sinful. It’s their nature and they act according to their sinful nature, a nature that is predisposed to do evil and behave inconsistently with God’s will. Yet the Great God Jesus Christ when faced with this person did not condemn her, rather, he dispensed with her accusers. He was not condoning the behavior, rather after speaking to her alone he admonished her to go and sin no more. But have you seen Christians who would respond viciously to an adulterous woman? Perhaps self-righteously? If we are to be conformed to the image of Christ, we would do well to show compassion on those bruised by life and sin, as Jesus did.

The Madman
Mark 5:1-6 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: 4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. 5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him.

Jesus had an earned presence about him. He was full of the Holy Spirit and it was for a reason. One of those reasons is to minister healing and deliverance to those in need. And here’s Jesus, out in the country where sinners are and being ready to minister. And a hard case came by, a man demon possessed. A man who had family who loved him but were powerless to help him. Why was he demon possessed? The scriptures are silent in this case, but some things that can bring on demon possession are drug abuse, pornography, occultism, and other forms of gross iniquity carried on over a protracted period of time. But Jesus in his compassion didn’t drill the man about why he was in the state he was in, rather, he went directly into ministry. The man was delivered and restored to his family. Can you do that? Do you have the power of God in your life to deliver the oppressed? Or do you find reasons why some people are in the state they are in and turn up your nose and walk the other way, or leave the wellbeing of the infirmed to the government? Think about it.

The Prisoner
Luke 23:39-43 And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us. 40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. 42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. 
Crime is the number one concern of citizens today, and for many the mantra is “throw away the key.” This attitude can permeate the Christian community as well. But here we have an example of Jesus Christ the Righteous, who, even in the midst of his own great suffering still was under the control of the Holy Spirit of God and he spoke kind words, and a prisoner was the first to follow Christ into heaven. The Christian has to ask himself if he too is under control of the Holy Spirit. If he is, then he can have compassion for the prisoner. If he is not under control of the Holy Spirit, and not pursuing the will of God, and is given to the influence of the world’s system, then he too will want the prisoner put away forever (depending on the crime). Which way will it be with you?
The Cheat
Luke 19:1-8 And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2 And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. 3 And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature. 4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must abide at thy house. 6 And he made haste, and came down, and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner. 8 And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord: Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 
Zacchaeus was a tax collector and a thief. He was despised among his own people (as all publicans – tax collectors – were). He was despised because he not only collected taxes for the Roman government, but he taxed more than he needed to and kept the extra. And he did this in spades and was rich because of it. Now the Good Lord Jesus Christ came by and he knew the man’s heart – and that he was not satisfied with his wealth but was carrying out his habit of being a sinner. Jesus showed kindness to him, and invited himself to Zacchaeus’ home. And Zacchaeus responded with joy and purposed to make things right. While others were murmuring Jesus was about the business of ministry, and this ministry produced results. How do you respond to persons who do you ill? Can you still show Christian behavior and seek to build up the other person, or do you ‘murmur’?

There is so very much to be desired in the Lord Jesus Christ. Many of his disciples were uneducated, from the dregs of society, common folk, and with rascally backgrounds. The women who followed him were former prostitutes and those who had had demons cast out of them. Seems Jesus had a knack for ministering the will of God and the heart of God to the poor and broken. Recall the words of Christ in Matthew 25:34-36 Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world: 35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. It’s the way of The Almighty that the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the poor, the sick, and the prisoner all receive kindness and ministry. Life lived outside of the will of God can crush a person, but with Christ there is a new day, and the only way many see Christ is through the Christian, by his words and deeds. Paul said in 2 Corinthians 3:2 Ye are our epistle [letter] written in our hearts, known and read of all men. Will men come to Christ by your example, or will they be turned off by your example? Showing kindness to sinners is not agreeing with their sin, rather, it’s the path to them knowing Jesus the Christ. Being conformed into the image of Christ includes showing kindness, love, mercy, and compassion to the sinner as well as the saint. If you need to change, start with the next person you see.
Four “Expository” Messages
1st “Expository” Message
The following is a sermon written from Ezekiel chapter 36.  It is directed to the lost and is meant to persuade the hearer to come to Christ, and for the backslider to come to Christ.  It is arranged as an “expository” sermon, meaning, one principal text is used.  This message could be presented in 20 minutes or 45 minutes.  It has only three “points” and illustrations can be kept in (if time is extended) or deleted (if time is limited).

RESTORATION
God is interested in Israel. Israel has a place in God's timetable.  But those things that were spoken to Israel, which will come to pass if they haven't already, can also apply to God's people in this new Testament age.  God has spoken in the following Bible passage that Israel will be restored to knowing God, and about the blessing that will follow.  That can also happen to us.  Romans 15:1 says, For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.  These things that were written aforetime were those things written in the Old Testament.  It was written for our learning, and that we might have hope, not just add nice information to our minds.  First Corinthians 10:11 states, Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.  So the New Testament tells us that the Old Testament is useful, that it is an example to us, that it was written for our learning, our comfort, and our hope.  Let's look at the hope of restoration that can be ours through a loving God.

FELLOWSHIP BROKEN

Ezekiel 36:16‑20 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying: 17 Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled it by their own ways and deeds; to Me their way was like the uncleanness of a woman in her customary impurity.  18  Therefore I poured out My fury on them for the blood they had shed on the land, and 
for their idols with which they had defiled it.  19  So I scattered them among the nations, and they were dispersed throughout the countries; I judged them according to their ways and their deeds.  20  When they came to the nations, wherever they went, they profaned My holy name‑‑ when they said of them, 'These are the people of the LORD, and yet they have gone out of His land.'

Israel did what so many of us do.  They decided to do things their own way, NOT God's way.  Read the above passage carefully.  THEY defiled the land by THEIR OWN ways and deeds.  THEY broke fellowship with God.  Their current plight was not God's fault, rather it was THEIR OWN fault.  Romans 1:28 says, And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient.  So men chose their course, and God lets them take it.  But God is interested in restoring fellowship.  So after a season, God will bring Israel back, just as God is working to bring back you and me when we break off fellowship with God.

FELLOWSHIP RESTORED

Ezekiel 16:21‑32 But I had concern for My holy name, which the house of Israel had profaned among the nations wherever they went.  22  Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord GOD: I do not do this for your sake, O house of Israel, but for My holy name's sake, which you have profaned among the nations wherever you went.  23  And I will sanctify My great name, which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst; and the nations shall know that I am the LORD, says the Lord GOD, when I am hallowed in you before their eyes.  24  For I will take you from among the nations, gather you out of all countries, and bring you into your own land.  25  Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  26  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27  I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.  28  Then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God.  29  I will deliver you from all your uncleanness.  I will call for the grain and multiply it, and bring no famine upon you.  30  And I will multiply the fruit of your trees and the increase of your fields, so that you need never again bear the reproach of famine among the nations.  31  Then you will remember your evil ways and your deeds that were not good; and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight, for your iniquities and your abominations.  32  Not for your sake do I do this, says the Lord GOD, let it be known to you.  Be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel!

Now God is bringing them back (this has yet to happen in its fullness, but it will!).  God is going to put a new heart within them, God will in dwell them by his Holy Spirit.  The people who once knew God will know him again.  They will walk in HIS ways now, and will be clean from their sin.  God will cause His blessings to be upon them.  Then they will remember how they separated themselves from God and they will be ashamed of it, and it will cause them to not be so quick to break off fellowship again.  God too wants a relationship with us.  He wants to fill us with his Holy Spirit and bless us.  This is the desire of God's heart.  Is it your desire too?

THE BLESSINGS OF RESTORED FELLOWSHIP

Ezekiel 16:33‑38 'Thus says the Lord GOD: On the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will also enable you to dwell in the cities, and the ruins shall be rebuilt.  34  The desolate land shall be tilled instead of lying desolate in the sight of all who pass by.  35  So they will say, 'This land that was desolate has become like the garden of Eden; and the wasted, desolate, and ruined cities are now fortified and inhabited.'  36  Then the 
nations which are left all around you shall know that I, the LORD, have rebuilt the ruined places and planted what was desolate.  I, the LORD, have spoken it, and I will do it.  37  Thus says the LORD God; I will yet for this be enquired of by the house of Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock.  38  As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

Jesus said in John 10:10, The thief (devil) comes not but for to steal, to kill, and to destroy. I (Jesus) am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  As we read the above paragraph from the last part of Ezekiel chapter 16 we see that people who once looked disrespectfully upon Israel now look up and take notice at how this people, who were once cursed and living in misery, were now living under a blessing!  They said in verse 35, ...This land that was desolate is become like the garden of Eden...  Eden-‑ paradise.  So too those family and friends you have can say, "I remember how (your name) was way back in March, 1992.  But now look at him!  His family is restored, his relationship with his friends is restored.  His love for God is restored.  He has a job, he's increased his education.  He's at peace.  He's living under a blessing.  What a change.  What a mighty God he serves!"  And what a mighty God Jesus Christ is.  It's up to you.  Do you want to do it God's way?  God is in the restoration business.  Give Him the chance.  Think about it.  Then do something about it!

2nd “Expository” Message
This sermon is directed at the Christian, but also shows the non-Christian that there is much challenge in serving Christ. Often the non-Christian sees the Christian as being weak and involved in boring things. Show them that it’s exciting living for Christ and being involved in ministry and God can use this to draw men to Himself. Note the encouraging title?
success in God's kingdom

A long time ago, as a young Christian, I determined that I would not live an uneventful Christian life.  I knew that I couldn't do everything, but I knew that I could do some things.  If God was who he said he was, then I knew that if I acted on faith I would see his hand in my life, and I would be blessed.  The secret of success in God's kingdom is not in your abilities, but in you availability.  If you are a young Christian or a seasoned Christian, God is looking for availability.  God is looking to make you a success.  God has good works for you to be involved in.

Isaiah 6:1-8  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple. 2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!" 4 And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 So I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts." 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth with it, and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged." 8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."

God is pleased to reveal himself to his people.
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple. 2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!"

Some Bible commentaries tell us that King Uzziah was a blood relative of the prophet Isaiah.  Sometimes in difficult times God speaks to us.  Here Isaiah receives a vision from God, and gets a glimpse of the utter holiness of God.  To succeed in God's kingdom requires an accurate understanding of God.  We must understand that God loves us, that God forgives us, that God wants the best for us.  We must also understand that God is holy.

God is pleased to reveal ourselves to us.
5 So I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts."

Isn't it amazing that the prophet Isaiah, who was already a godly man, saw in himself uncleanness.  Sometimes we can get used to living in the Christian community and, as it were, insulate ourselves to the lost world that we're living in.  But what do we see with Isaiah?  Isaiah is a man who loved God and had consecrated his life to him.  Yet his heart, like ours, can become dull, even in Christian service.  God was faithful to reveal to Isaiah the lack in his life, and the great need of the people with whom he lived.  But he didn't do it just to leave Isaiah in a depressed state.

God has an answer to our sin.
6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth with it, and said: "Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged."

Aren't you glad that we live in the New Testament times?  How would you like a live burning coal to be placed on your lips?  Today our sin is purged as we take Christ as Lord and Savior, and as we live for him and walk according to his ways.  When sin is revealed in our own lives either through quiet times with the Lord, or in a church service where the gospel is being reached and the holiness of God is proclaimed.  We know from the scriptures that if we sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.

God has an answer to the sin of the world.
" 8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."

Isaiah received his commission.  The trinity of God said, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?"  Jesus Christ tells the church in Matthew 28:19-20  "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, "teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.  The answer to the sin of the world is Jesus.  The answer for our sin is Jesus.  For others to know, the Christian must tell them.  God reveals himself to you, and reveals your fallen state to you, and cleanses you of sin, such that you can take the gospel to others and bless them by bringing the kingdom of God to them.

So what is success?  Success is knowing God's will and then doing God's will.  How do you know God's specific will?  Well, sometimes just getting in the environment of service opens up God's will to you.  What do you do?  Can you do any of the following:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Visit shut-ins....

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Visit nursing homes....

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Teach Sunday School....

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Lead a Home Bible study....

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Participate in a jail ministry....

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Participate in a street ministry....

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Visit hospitals on a regular basis....

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Involvement at Crisis Pregnancy....

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Go to the Union Gospel Mission....

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Participate in a regular visitation program....

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Go door-to-door with my church's evangelism program....

....or do you not want to do anything except take care of your own little world?
What will be your testimony?  It can be like this:  Well, I really don't do anything.  I'm going to live an average life, and I don't really make a difference in God's kingdom.  Oh, I'll hit and miss and see a victory here and there, but on an ongoing basis I'm just too busy to commit to anything.  Life is a bummer.  When I get to heaven (and I hope I do), I'm sure that God will understand.  (I have news for you, God will most certainly understand!)
Or will it be like this:  I'm having the time of my life.  I'm involved in advancing the kingdom of God.  You know, I go up to the jail (or hospital, or nursing home, etc., etc.) for a couple of hours one night a week.  I've learned how to share the Bible, I've learned how to teach and preach, I've learned how to pray for others and lead people to Christ.  I can share my testimony.  I know how to just be a friend to someone who needs a friend.  My faith in God Almighty has gone up dramatically since I've been busy in the Kingdom of God.  And the spill over is that the rest of my life is more blessed.  Work is more fun.  Church is more meaningful.  My marriage is more fulfilling.  I enjoy my kids more than ever.  To God be the glory!  Life is fun!!!
Success in God's Kingdom.  It's yours for the taking.  Know God, know yourself, know how to be right with God, and get busy in God's kingdom.  Success in God's Kingdom can be yours if you'll be like Isaiah and say to God, "Here am I! Send me."

3rd “Expository” Message
The following is a sermon intended for the Christian – but it’s useful for the non-Christian as well. While the Christian is being instructed, the sinner too is learning how things work in the kingdom of God. At the close of the message, an invitation should be given to the non-Christian to receive Christ so that they can have the power to avoid these dangers and behave in a manner that pleases God.

FOUR DANGERS CHRISTIANS NEED TO AVOID

This lesson is taken from the parable of the good Samaritan as recorded in Luke 10:25‑37.  Jesus used over thirty parables in the Bible to communicate spiritual truths to the hearers.  Jesus always spoke to crowds in parables (Matthew 13:34‑35), and revealed more deeply the meaning of the parables to his disciples (Mark 4:33-34).  A parable is simply a story using fictitious characters and incidents from which a moral or truth can be drawn.  The root word "para" means "beside," and parable means "comparison," or to draw a truth along side (beside) a story.  

Luke 10:25‑37  And, behold, a certain lawyer stood up, and tempted him (Jesus), saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?  26  He said unto him, What is written in the law? how readest thou?  27  And he (the lawyer) answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.  28  And he (Jesus) said unto him, Thou hast answered right: this do, and thou shalt live.  29  But he (the lawyer), willing to justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is my neighbor?  30  And Jesus answering said, "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.  31  And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.  32  And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.  33  But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him.  34  And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  35  And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more when I come again, I will repay thee."  36  Which now of these three, thinkest thou (in your opinion), was neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves?  37  And he said, He that showed mercy on him.  Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

Jesus' use of parables is truly amazing.  So much is said in so little words; also, the Holy Spirit can take the words and drive home a personal application to any Christian.  Thus the Bible becomes the "living word" as mentioned in many places throughout the scriptures (see Hebrews 4:12 for example).

Nonetheless, this teaching will focus on four dangers that every Christian must avoid.  These dangers can overcome him if he is not watching out for them.  The four dangers (and the remedy!) are as follows:
Danger #1 ‑ Head Knowledge Only
Note how this bright lawyer quoted from the scriptures the answer to Jesus' question!  He knew the scriptures.  Before his conversion experience, Saul (later Paul) knew the scriptures too (in his head) ‑ yet he was still throwing Christians in prison and looking on with satisfaction while Stephen was being killed (Acts 8:51‑9:3).  People today can quote the Bible forward and backward, yet their hearts are not changed.  They have knowledge in their head (like the lawyer), but they have no change of life.  James said that the devils (demons) also believe in God (James 2:19).  Knowing (in your head) that God exists is a long way from bringing fruit (works, deeds) "meet for (consistent with) repentance" (Matthew 3:8).

Danger #2 ‑ Legalism
The lawyer wanted to know who "specifically" was my neighbor.  The lawyer didn't want to waste any effort of expense ministering to anyone over the minimum necessary requirement.  This attitude belongs to those who seek their own benefit (meeting the standard to make it), while real ministry is seeking the benefit of others.  Paul said in 2 Corinthians 3:5‑6 "Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God; Who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life."  Ultimately legalistic people get to the point where their conscience is "seared" (1 Timothy 4:2) and they no longer hear (or want to hear) the voice of God.

Danger #3 ‑ A Hardened Heart

Jesus used a priest (who is supposed to teach the things of God) and a Levite (a person from the priestly tribe) as examples of people who looked the other way when someone was in need.  The Bible has a lot to say about someone who turns his ear away from the cries of the poor and needy ("Whoever stops his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard." Proverbs 21:13).  Christians can fall prey to a hard heart when they continually focus on their own needs and not upon the needs of others.  When a Christian decides he's too busy or tired or "it's not his grace" to meet the needs of another, then he's on the road to "hardening of the hearteries."  James said, "Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: show me thy faith without thy works, and I will show thee my faith by my works" (James 2:18).

Danger #4 ‑ Holding a Grudge
No one liked the Samaritans.  In this parable Jesus uses the "hero" of the story to be a person from the nation of Samaria.  The Jews utterly despised the Samaritans.  The Samaritans likewise detested the Jews.  Just a few verses earlier, in Luke 9:51‑56, Jesus purposed to pass through Samaria on a return trip to Jerusalem, but the Samaritans forbade it.  The disciples James and John recommended that the Lord "command fire to come down from heaven, and consume (destroy) them."  Shortly thereafter Jesus speaks this wonderful parable on kindness, and uses the Samaritan to do it!  What about you.  Can you think of anybody you'd like fire from heaven to destroy?  There is no place in a Christian's heart for unforgiveness.  God will not tolerate it!

The Remedy
So how does a Christian avoid these four dangers?  The answer is in the parable!  In verse 37 the lawyer answered that the Samaritan was the neighbor to the wounded man, because he helped him.  Jesus then said: "GO AND DO THOU LIKEWISE."  Put shoe leather to your faith.  Act on the things you know to be right, and God will add to that which you already have.
4th “Expository” Message
This sermon teaches the Christian the right attitude toward overcoming sin, and also shows the non-Christian that sin can indeed be overcome. This type of message has strong application to both Christian and non-Christian alike.
OVERCOMING SIN
How to live the abundant life is no secret; it is revealed in our Lord and Savior the Lord Jesus Christ.  Jesus said in John 10:10, ...I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  When you become a Christian, that faith that saved you also identified you with the death of Christ-- this is eternal life.  Faith that enables you to yield to God and His will is a faith that identifies you with Christ in his resurrection-- this is abundant life.  So we know that it is one thing to have eternal life by faith, and quite another thing to have abundant life by faith.  To have the abundant life, we must overcome sin.  And here God has an answer.

Romans 6:1-23  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?  2  Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?  3  Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  4  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.  5  For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection.  6  knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.  7  For he who has died has been freed from sin.  8  Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,  9  knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him.  10  For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but  the life that He lives, He lives to God.  11  Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  12  Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.  13  And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.  14  For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 15  What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not!  16  Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?  17  But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.  18  And having been set free from sin, you 
became slaves of righteousness.  19  I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.  20  For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  21  What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.  22  But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.  23  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
THE ATTITUDE TO OVERCOMING SIN
As with so many things in life, attitude is really important.  Clearly the New Testament is founded on the blood of Christ (Matthew 26:28).  And this is the time of grace, that is, God's unmerited favor upon us.  As Paul wrote, because it was the age of grace, some thought that they could go on living their own way, and because of God's grace, all would be forgiven and really didn't matter anyway.  Paul says in verses 1 and 2, What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?  To overcome sin, we must have the attitude that we don't want to sin.  If we don't hate sin, and if we don't want to avoid it, the we will never be able to overcome it.  For us, it begins with our attitude.

THE POWER TO OVERCOMING SIN
As with anything important, Christ is the key!  Christ was crucified for the sin of the world.  He died in our place.  When we take Christ as Savior and Lord, then we identify with his death, burial, and resurrection.  Again, Paul writes in verse 6, knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.  Because of the finished work of Christ, when He indwells us (by the Holy Spirit) we have the power (or the ability) to overcome sin.  This is a serious commitment on our part.  God will do his part if we do ours.  Our part is to serve Christ with our whole hearts, to live for Him, and because of His power, we have power in Christ to overcome sin.

THE CHOICE TO OVERCOME SIN
The sinner has no choice but to sin; it is his nature.  This is not the case with a Christian.  A Christian, one who is living for Christ, has a heavenly nature.  The "law of God" (Romans 7:22) is alive and working in us.  But we have a choice!  We can chose to serve that which is in our 

spirit, that is, the desires of God; or we can chose to serve our flesh, that is, the desires that are not of God but are of this world, of sin, and of the devil.  Christians do not have two natures!  Rather, the Christian has the choice.  He can chose to serve God, or he can chose to serve his own lusts.  Paul put the responsibility on us when he said in verses 12 and 13, Therefore (you) do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts.  And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God.  And also in verse 16, Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?  Overcoming sin, once our attitude is right and once Christ dwells within us, is still a choice.  Let's make the choice to serve Christ, and not to serve sin.

THE RESULTS OF OVERCOMING SIN
We needn't look too far to see the results of sin.  Whether in our lives or the lives of those around us, we see the consequences of sin.  But it needn't be that way for us always!  A Christian has God Himself living within him.  And God is a BIG and MIGHTY God.  First John 4:4 says, Greater is He (God) that is in you, that he (the devil, the spirit of iniquity) that is in the world.  When we overcome sin, the results are fruit pleasing to God.  Verses 18-22 say, And having been set free from (the power, or dominance, of) sin (in your life), you became slaves of righteousness. I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness.... What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. But now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life.  What great results.  A life of holiness, no more sowing bad things.  Living as a Christian should be an abundant life, a life of overcoming sin and producing godly fruit.  God will help us get the results that godliness brings.

THE REASON TO OVERCOME SIN
Verse 23, the last verse of this chapter, says it best, For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Sin brings death.  Death to friendships, death to hopes, death to family relationships, death to opportunities, death to anything worth having.  But the gift of God (remember, grace is the unmerited favor of God-- it is a gift) is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  After it is all said and done in this life, the hope of the believer is eternal life in the very presence of God (where no sin is).  We want to overcome sin to enjoy the abundant life in this life, and in the life to come to enter into everlasting life.

Handling Notes
In a jail or prison environment sometimes a standard pulpit lectern is not always available. I’ve preached using the following “lecterns”:

· Pool Table

· Baptistery

· Cardboard Box on a Table

· Round, Steel Cafeteria Table

· Heat Register

· Music Stand 

· Window Sill

· And Often NOTHING!

So how to you handle your printed notes and read from your Bible? You use the “sticky note” method of attaching your notes to your Bible. The notes can come out without tearing your Bible (tape them to the back of your message “upside down” with the sticky side facing out), and you can keep your notes secured in your Bible when you have to hold your Bible the entire time you preach or teach. 
You can also add blocks of color to allow you to “look up” and then look down again and know where your place is. You can also color in the section, in one color, to know how much you want to reference before looking up and speaking ad-hoc.
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In the back of your Bible you can attach a meaningful poem or short story that can be quickly accessed anytime. I also attach the 13 Major Doctrines in the back too, also for permanent reference.
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RESOURCES
Online Sermons: There are numerous sermons and teachings on the website www.bobjordan.net. There is a link on the home page to the “Message of the Month” page.  These messages are joyfully provided to the edification of the Body of Christ and may not be sold but may be used all or in part to advance the kingdom of God. Credit for the original author need not be given.  To be included in a free monthly email of the “Message of the Month” request it via email by writing to Bob Jordan at bob@bobjordan.net. 
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