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The Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, have much to say about the poor. The very heart of God is moved, it seems, towards the poor.  Think of the following three questions as you read this lesson: (1) What is God's feeling toward the poor?, (2) What is the Christian's responsibility toward the poor?, and (3) What is God's response toward the Christian who ministers to the poor?

Galatians 2:1-10   Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, and also took Titus with me.  2  And I went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means I might run, or had run, in vain.  3  Yet not even Titus who was with me, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.  4  And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage),  5  to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.  6  But from those who seemed to be something-- whatever they were, it makes no difference to me; God shows personal favoritism to no man-- for those who seemed to be something added nothing to me.  7  But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the uncircumcised had been committed to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter  8  (for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked effectively in me toward the Gentiles), 9  and when James, Cephas (Peter), and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that had been given to me, they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.  10  They desired only that we should remember the poor, the very thing which I also was eager (zealous) to do.
Herein we read how the Apostle Paul was received as an apostle (remember that Paul was not one of the original apostles who walked with Jesus on earth).  Paul's teaching was sound; the brethren agreed that Peter should preach to the Jews, and Paul to the Gentiles.  Notice that of all the things that the brethren could have exhorted Paul to do (e.g., pray without ceasing, strengthen the believers, build new churches, preach effectively, train missionaries, etc.) they specifically, and only, said remember the poor.  Paul's response was I was zealous already to do that.  Note that if the Apostle Paul was exhorted to remember the poor; we also need to be exhorted to remember them also.

GIVING TO THE POOR:

Leviticus 19:9‑10  And when you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the corners of your field, neither shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest. And you shall not glean your vineyard, neither shall you gather every grape of your vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and stranger: I am the Lord your God.

Deuteronomy 14:28‑29  At the end of the three years you shall bring forth all the tithes of your increase the same year, and shall lay it up within your gates: And the Levite (because he has no part nor inheritance with you) and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do.
Deuteronomy 15:7‑11  If there be among you a poor man of your brethren within any of your gates in the land which the Lord your God gives you, you shall not harden your heart, nor shut your hand from your poor brother: but you shall open your hand wide unto him, and shall surely lend him sufficient for his need, in that which he needs.  Beware that there be not a thought in your wicked heart, saying, The seventh year, the year of release, is at hand; and your eye be evil against your poor brother, and you give him nothing; and he cry unto the Lord against you, and it be sin unto you.  You shall surely give him, and your heart shall not be grieved when you give unto him: because that for this thing the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all thy works, and in all that you put your hand unto.  For the poor shall never cease out of the land: therefore I command you, saying, you shall open your hand wide unto your brother, to your poor, and to your needy, in your land.
Proverbs 14:21, 31  He that despises his neighbor sins, but he that has mercy on the poor, happy is he.... He that oppresses the poor reproaches his Maker: but he that honors him has mercy on the poor.
Proverbs 19:17  He that has pity upon the poor lends unto the Lord; and that which he has given will he pay him again.
Proverbs 21:13  Whoever stops his ears at the cry of the poor, he also shall cry himself, but shall not be heard.
Proverbs 28:27  He that gives unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hides his eyes shall have many a curse.

Psalms 112:1, 9  Praise the Lord. Blessed is the man that fears the Lord, that delights greatly in his commandments... He has dispersed, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever...  (This verse is quoted in the New Testament, 2 Corinthians 9:9.)

Proverbs 29:7  The righteous considers the cause of the poor, but the wicked regard not to know it.
Psalms 41:1  Blessed is the man that considers the poor: the Lord will deliver him in time of trouble.
Psalms 34:6 The poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles.
Psalms 102:17  He (God) will regard the prayer of the destitute, and not despise their prayer.
Isaiah 41:17  When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue fails for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them.
Ephesians 4:28  Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that is needy.

1 John 3:16‑18  Hereby know we the love of God, because He (Jesus) laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  But whosoever has this world's good, and sees his brother have need, and shuts up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwells the love of God in him?  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.
James 2:15‑17  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding you give them not those things which are needful to the body; what does it profit?  Even so faith, if it has not works, is dead, being alone.
Often we judge others by their actions, and ourselves by our intentions.  The Bible teaches that we should give to the poor in a tangible way.  Let's do what the Bible says!

PREACHING TO THE POOR:
Remember how Paul was exhorted to remember the poor, which he was zealous to do?  James chapter two is clear in describing a Christian's duty to minister tangibly to the poor. But also the poor need to have the gospel preached unto them:

Matthew 11:1‑5  And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding his twelve disciples, he then departed to teach and to preach in their cities.  Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, and said unto him, Are you he that should come, or do we look for another?  Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and show John again those things which you do see:  The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.  (Also Luke 7:22.)
Preaching the gospel to the poor was something that John the Baptist, being acquainted with the Scriptures, would know would be high on the Savior's list. (see Isaiah 61:1‑3)  Jesus said in Luke:

Luke 4:18‑19,  The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, BECAUSE HE HAS ANOINTED ME TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR; he has sent me to heal the broken‑hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

The FIRST thing Jesus was anointed to do was to preach the gospel to the poor.  Why?  Because the gospel is good news.  The gospel gives a man hope where there is no hope, peace where there is turmoil, acceptance where there is rejection, love where there is bitterness.  The gospel of grace turns a pauper into a prince.  The good news is that there is a Risen Savior, Jesus of Nazareth.

IGNORING THE POOR (Judas):
John 12:1‑6  Then Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. There they made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them that sat at the table with him.  Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment.  Then said one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should betray him, Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?  This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.
Judas was the disciple who sold out the Lord Jesus Christ.  Judas was a betrayer; he betrayed his best friend Jesus.  It is noteworthy that Judas cared not for the poor.  Judas knew that the poor were important to Jesus, doubtless he (by command) distributed monies to the poor from their holdings.  Yet Judas, was numbered among those who cared not for the poor.  Did Judas get his start on the road to Hell by not caring for the poor?  Do you care for the poor?

THE POOR IN THE CHURCH:
Acts 2:44‑47  And all that believed were together, and had all things common; and sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had need.  And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having favor with all the people.  And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.
Acts 4:33‑35  And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.  Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, and laid them down at the apostles' feet: and distribution was made unto every man according as he had need.
Notice that (1) The church had great power to witness, (2) Great grace was upon them all, and (3) Distribution of possessions was made to the poor.  There is a relationship between a powerful church, a church with great grace upon it, and a church that meets the needs of the poor.

THE CHALLENGE:

The Apostle James said:

James 1:27,  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

If you're not doing it already, will you decide to "remember the poor."  Will you minister to them of your substance AND share the gospel with them?

The Bible is clear on the Christian's responsibility to the poor, and of God's disposition to the poor and to those who minister to the poor.  Let's get our eyes off ourselves and on to the needs of others.  Invite God's blessing to be upon you by ministering to the poor.
PAGE  
1

