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There are numerous Bible verses that directly as well as indirectly address the subject of personal financial management. Personal axioms I have lived by are “don’t mess with anyone’s money,” “live below your means,” “avoid debt,” “be a giver (financially and otherwise),” and “work!” At the end of this message I’ll share a personal testimony on following the scriptures for over thirty years in the area of Personal Financial Management.

Opening Disclaimer: The ability to advance materially can be hindered greatly by the environment one lives in, for example, if the country is corrupt, if the economy is poor, or the business climate is hostile to prosperity, then lack and want can result. Physical issues, mental issues, and emotional issues can derail a person’s ability to produce. Others may have never had the opportunity or teaching regarding these truths, and thus unintentionally found themselves in a state of poverty. Evidence of applying these biblical truths takes time to materialize, that is, it’s the habitual, diligent, consistent practice of the scriptural truths that provide for sustained, long-term favorable results. This paper, like all teachings from Prisoners For Christ, is intended to produce faith and be an encouragement, not a discouragement or condemnation. Other factors enter in. Mine is not meant to be an all-encompassing, all-knowing analysis of everyone’s economic state. Far from it. My intention is to share relevant Bible verses on the subject of Personal Financial Management, and share my experiences. I trust you will receive it in that spirit. I trust you will examine the scriptures and draw your conclusions for your own Personal Financial Management.
Guidelines from the Proverbs for Becoming Wealthy and for Becoming Poor:

· Proverbs 3:13, 16 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding. 16 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand riches and honour.

· Proverbs 10:4 He becomes poor that deals with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent maketh rich.

· Proverbs 11:24, 25 There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty. 25 The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself. 

· Proverbs 12:11 He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread: but he that followeth vain persons is void of understanding.

· Proverbs 13:18 Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth instruction: but he that regardeth reproof shall be honoured.

· Proverbs 14:23 In all labor there is profit: but the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury.

· Proverbs 20:4 The sluggard will not plow by reason of the cold; therefore shall he beg in harvest, and have nothing.

· Proverbs 21:5, 17 The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every one that is hasty only to want. 17 He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: he that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich.

· Proverbs 22:16 He that oppresseth the poor to increase his riches, and he that giveth to the rich, shall surely come to want.
· Proverbs 23:21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe a man with rags.
· Proverbs 28:22 He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him. 

· Proverbs 28:27 He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse.
Some attributes of the wealthy:
· Seeks and gets wisdom

· Gives liberally

· Works industriously
· Teachable
· Diligent

· Focused, sticks with plans

· Thinks “abundance”

· Considers the poor and gives to them

· Stewardship attitude

· Recognizes what wealth really is – having more than you need to stay alive

Some attributes of the poor:

· Stingy; Thinks wealth is what you keep for yourself 
· Emulates unaccomplished persons

· Talks a lot

· Not teachable

· Lazy; Seeks pleasure
· Hasty; Changes plans quickly

· Habitual drinker

· Takes advantage of others

· Curries the favor of influential persons

· The one who sleeps in excessively

· Get-rich-quick schemer; thinks wealth is all about money
· Ignores the poor intentionally
The above attributes, whether concerning the wealthy or the poor, are all independent of luck. They appear to be largely in the control of the individual. Most of them are attitude-based, not skill-based. A person can be outside of the Christian camp yet gain wealth by embracing the attributes of the wealthy, since they represent principles. This is how God Almighty made the universe to function, and anyone, saved or lost, can benefit by following these principles. Likewise, and it’s a lousy testimony, but the redeemed of the Lord can behave like the poor and they will be poor, regardless of how much they pray!
Concerning Debt:

· Proverbs 22:7 The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.
· Psalms 37:21 The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth.
· Romans 13:8 Owe no man anything, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.
· Proverbs 3:27-28 Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it. 28 Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and tomorrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee.
· Proverbs 11:15 He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it: and he that hateth suretiship is sure.
· Provebs 24:27 Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thyself in the field; and afterwards build thine house.
Debt is not a sin, but debt has caused many family breakups and has been the root of disappointment for many children thanks to the poor financial decisions made by their parents. Parents who cannot provide as they desire to, and wonder what happened. Debt places limits on a person’s ability to minister, relocate, increase their formal education, give generously, and live in liberty. Debt produces stress, anxiety, discontent, and a host of health-related issues. It is not a good Christian testimony. My pastor taught years ago to not loan money – just give it. If they pay it back fine, but if they don’t then don’t be disappointed, and if you can’t afford to give it you shouldn’t be loaning it. Signing for someone else’s debt will cause pain, be sure of that. Avoid it, period! Advertisements will say “you deserve this,” when the reality is you don’t deserve it if you can’t afford it. Work hard, save, invest, and then once established build your house and start a family. Shortcutting ends in disaster, defeat, and a shattered testimony. How does it look when a Christian doesn’t pay their bills? It drags the name of Christ through the mud, no matter how much you think the laws of Biblical Personal Financial Management don’t apply to you.
Concerning Christian Lifestyle:

· Matthew 11:18-19 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil. 19 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children.
· Proverbs 30:8-9 Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me. 9 Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the LORD? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain.
· 1 Corinthians 8:7-13 Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: for some with conscience of the idol unto this hour eat it as a thing offered unto an idol; and their conscience being weak is defiled. 8 But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither, if we eat, are we the better; neither, if we eat not, are we the worse. 9 But take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to them that are weak. 10 For if any man see thee which hast knowledge sit at meat in the idol's temple, shall not the conscience of him which is weak be emboldened to eat those things which are offered to idols; 11 And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died? 12 But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ. 13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.

· 1 Timothy 5:17-18 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine. 18 For the scripture saith, thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of his reward.

There will always be those who are critical of how a follower of Christ lives. Poverty can cause people to lose faith in God; riches can cause a person to lose trust in Christ. They can, but they don’t have to, but, again, they can. Proper Christian deportment considers the conscience of others. We have liberty, but we are not to use our liberty as a license to offend others, and cause others to stumble. For those in the ministry, they are to be accorded double honor (they carry a heavy load), they are to be paid consistently with others who enjoy vacations, a nice home, reliable transportation, decent clothes – in short, living a lifestyle like you and me.
The Things That Are Better Than Wealth:

· Proverbs 10:22 The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.
· Proverbs 22:1 A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather than silver and gold.
· Proverbs 16:16 How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver!
· Proverbs 28:6 Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich.
· Proverbs 17:1 Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, than an house full of sacrifices with strife.
· Proverbs 31:10 Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies.
· Proverbs 20:15 There is gold, and a multitude of rubies: but the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel.
The Christian is not put on this earth to gather wealth at the expense of all else. Make no mistake, it takes money to run a home, and it takes money to run a church, and it takes money to run a ministry. Wealth is not spirituality any more than poverty is spirituality. On the list of things to be desired in this life, wealth and riches are not at the top – other things displace them for the top spots, including God’s blessing, having a good name (akin to a good testimony), favor among God and men - relationships, wisdom (the ability to know how to apply knowledge and judge a hard matter), walking upright with a clear conscience, peace and contentment, a wonderful wife!, and knowledge – learning and understanding. All of these are preferred over riches. Is this how you feel about it?
My Testimony Based on Following the Scriptures Regarding Personal Financial Management:

My wife and I purposed to raise a family and have my wife be a stay-at-home mom. For our first four years of marriage we both worked and with our combined incomes paid off her school loans and our newer used car. We also had our backyard filled in with dirt (a half-acre of swamp) and we fenced it off, all paid for in cash. We knew we’d want to have a big backyard for our children and that was our plan. When the children came we felt led of the Lord Jesus to have a large family, and we have eight children. We moved into a spacious (at the time!) home and I set my sights on a college degree, going to school at night and working full time during the day. When our first child came my wife reduced her hours to Saturdays only, going to work while I could watch the baby. After our third child came, she stopped working outside of the home altogether. We did not want to go the daycare route, it was just something we didn’t choose to do. So we reduced to one income, but our only debt was our home, and we owed less on it than we could sell it for. 

We accelerated our mortgage payments so that by the time our kids hit college-age, our home would be paid off and those monies would then go into education. We homeschooled the children and by the time they entered college our home was paid off. 
As of this writing we have never, not once, had a bill collector call because we were overdue on a payment. We were able to purchase a motorhome and because we are not in debt from making frivolous purchases, our kids have been to all 48 contiguous states after having taken two cross-county trips, members of our family have been able to take vacations or trips in the United States and internationally. We invested in a utility trailer to transport our bicycles to the bike trails where the entire family enjoys riding. We have a family YMCA pass for swimming, weightlifting, and other exercises. Some of the family members have been involved in competitive shooting. Five of the eight kids are college age and are prospering in their walk with God. None are rebellious. We are not “surviving the teen years” we are having a great time. All of our family members enjoy being together. This is not accidental. This is not luck. This is the result of many factors, not the least of which is we never were in debt and we could afford many of the good things of life and we have always done things together as a family.
We have never bought a brand-new car, not because we couldn’t, but because we chose not to. We did not want to take on unnecessary debt. Because we are not in debt I have had the ability to participate in state-wide, and even world-wide prison missions. There are good men I know that cannot go abroad due to debt. The principles of the scriptures concerning money management work, just as sure as gravity works. 
In my day there was a Christian author, the late Larry Burkett, who taught biblical financial principles. Today the leading voice in the Christian community is Dave Ramsey. My wife and I read many of Larry Burkett’s books, and we developed a plan. The plan started with tithing and giving. We tithed, and gave to our church as well as to other causes. Just because you have a large family it doesn’t mean you’re destined for poverty. We have more kids than most people we know, and my wife has been a stay-at-home mom the whole time, homeschooling our kids, yet we still give. I’ve given $5, $10, $20 to perfect strangers, either cash or paying for things for them or buying them food. God’s Word says in Proverbs 28:27 He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse. Every scripture I listed in this paper works for me, as does Proverbs 28:27. God has opened my eyes to the poor. The best thing I can do them is minister the gospel, but I also attend to their material needs as I can, and God is honored. King David wrote in Psalm 37:25 I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. This has been true for me.
Dave Ramsey says the new status symbol is not an expensive European sports car, but a paid-off house. Wow! Am I rich? Well, materially no one would confuse me for Rockefeller or Getty or Gates, but I have enough of this world’s goods to enjoy life, we’re not in debt, our home is a happy one, and we participate in the good things of life, having worked diligently to earn them. I can’t remember the last time I worked a 40-hour week; it is always much more. Many years I had another source of income through teaching at college at night, or doing weekend consulting. When some folded their hands and sought after pleasure or the latest DVDs, I put my shoulder to the plow and built and worked and kept on giving. I’m not alone. There is an army of people I know with the same testimony. The scriptures work for those that follow them. That is the purpose for sharing my testimony here. Young people especially, on the front-end of life, my advice is to follow the Bible example, believe it, embrace it, work it, live it, and enjoy the results. I did and I am. You can too!
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