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The words giving, gifts, and give occur at least 2,100 times in the Bible.  Giving began with God.  God still has gifts for those who will call upon His name.  His gifts are perfect, unlike human gifts that are often wrongly motivated, imperfect, frequently unappreciated, and defective and temporary.  God is perfect, so His gifts are perfect.  James 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

The first chapter of the Bible speaks of the gift of light.
Genesis 1:3  And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.  This happened on the first day of creation.  Yet on the fourth day of creation, God created the sun and the moon:  Genesis 1:15  And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so.

Now let me introduce to you a biblical principle:  First the Natural, then the Spiritual.  Note this verse: 1 Corinthians 15:46  Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.  An example we all understand is Noah's Ark.  The ark was used for the saving of souls, 1 Pet 3:20  .... the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water.  We understand that today souls are saved by Jesus Christ.  But those in the ark in the Old Testament were saved.  This was a natural salvation.  Jesus saves the spiritual soul.  Hence first the natural, then the spiritual.

Now recall James 1:17  Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.  God gave the natural light, the sun and the moon.  Now we see in the New Testament God is again giving light, this time it is Jesus Christ, the Light of the world.
Jesus is the light of the world.
John 1:1-9  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.

Replace the text "the Word" in John 1:1 with "God the Son, Jesus Christ," for we see further in John chapter one that it was "the Word" that was made flesh, and it is obvious that the reference is to Jesus Christ.  John 1:14  And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

So Jesus is the Light of the world.  He makes all the difference in the lives of men.  God gave Jesus Christ, as we see from John 3:16  For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  Let us consider six perfect gifts from God.  They are perfect because they came from God!
Six Spiritual Gifts of God:

1.  The Gift of Christ Himself    John 4:14  But whosoever drinketh of the water that I (Jesus Christ) shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.  There is perfect satisfaction in Jesus Christ.  He gives peace.  He gives contentment.  He gives life, hope, and blessings; He gives love.  One need never thirst again for the answer to spiritual questions such as "who am I?," "why am I here?," "where am I going?," and "what happens after death?"

2.  The Gift of the Holy Spirit    Acts 8:18-20  And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money.....But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money.  Remember when you were a child and you had gifts under the Christmas tree?  Did you have to earn the gift?  No.  God's perfect gifts are not bought, no matter what some churches or evangelists say or imply.

3.  The Gift of Eternal Life    Romans 6:23  For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  The testimony of the scriptures is that "broad is the way that leads to destruction, and many there be that go in thereat, but narrow is the way that leads to life eternal, and few there be that find it."  God has the gift of eternal life, yet many, yea most people will reject it.  Like the present under the tree, the gift of eternal life must be received to be of any value to the recipient.

4.  The Gift of Individual Personal Abilities    1 Corinthians 7:7  For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that.  Every one is special to God, and God has provided within everyone certain natural abilities.  Some have gifts in the areas of music, some in science, some in woodworking and metalworking.  Some are superior administrators and managers.  These are gifts from God.  Your gifts are needed in the church of God.  More on this can be read in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27.
5.  The Gift of Salvation Through Faith    Ephesians 2:8  For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.  Salvation is not worked for.  Further working for one's salvation is an abomination to God Almighty.  Note Isaiah 64:6  But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.  Our own righteousness is like a filthy rag in God's sight.  What use is a filthy rag?  Not only is it good for nothing, but it's in the way and needs to be disposed of.  Never think you can earn your salvation.  Salvation thorough faith in Christ is another one of God's perfect gifts.

6.  The Gift of Confident Love    2 Timothy 1:6-7  Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands. 7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.  Are you confident in God's love to you?  You can be.  God sheds His love abroad in the hearts of those who receive Him.  Rather than being fearful of what the future holds, we can know God's love and have the confidence in God that will take us all the way home.  Let us thank God this season and always for His gifts, especially the gift of His Son Jesus Christ.  2 Corinthians 9:15  Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.
Some materials taken from the tract The Gifts of God by Dr. Henry Morris, Institute for Creation Research.
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