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Many times people don't go to church because they believe hypocrites are there, or they've been hurt in a church experience in the past, or they just don't think they need to be in church.  This is tragic because the church of God is overseen by a pastor.  And a pastor/parishioner relationship can and should be a most beautiful thing.  Pastors are compared to shepherds in many scriptures; pastors are those who care for the flock.  When you are a part of a church, you become a part of the flock that is nurtured, cared for, and fed spiritually by a pastor.  Consider the most beautiful of all the Psalms, the twenty-third Psalm: 

Psalm 23  The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

This is an illustration of how Jesus Christ will take care of His own, and, also, an application of the pastor/parishioner relationship!  Just as Jesus leads us by the still waters, so too does a pastor lead the flock of God.  He leads them to green pastures where there is an abundance of nourishment.  The pastor comforts the flock during times of tragedy, and uses his abilities to also bring correction when it is needed for the good of the Christian.  How blessed it is to have a pastor who is wise to the needs of the church, and comforts those in affliction with sound counsel from the Word of God (the Bible). 

In Old Testament Israel, God wanted pastors (also referred to as shepherds) who would take care of the people: 

Jeremiah 3:15  And I (God) will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.

Ezekiel 37:24  And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have one shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my statutes, and do them.

Yet there would even be false shepherds- those who would take advantage of the flock of God: 

Ezekiel 34:2  Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?

Jeremiah 23:1  Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD.

Acts 20:28-29  Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.  For I (Paul) know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

John 10:12  But he that is an hireling (one who is hired-- works for money only), and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.
Rather than being around false shepherds, we as Christians need to seek out a church where the pastor is committed to the people (flock) of the church.  Jesus is the Great Shepherd (recall Psalm 23 and John 10), and the local pastor, who has the heart of a shepherd, is likened unto the under shepherd.  Behold how God is! 

Isaiah 40:11  He (the coming Messiah-- Jesus Christ) shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young.

John 10:11  I (Jesus) am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.

Hebrews 13:20  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant.

1 Peter 2:25  For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls (Jesus Christ).

So what does a godly pastor do?  He rules over the congregation and feeds them the spiritual food necessary for proper growth and maturity.  It is God's purpose to bring us into the image of His Son Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did to be conformed to the image of his Son....).

The pastor defends his people, even as a natural shepherd defends his flock from danger.  Yet in addition to defending, he nurtures them to maturity by feeding them spiritual milk (for the younger Christians), and then meat as they mature.  The pastor is an example of the love, compassion, and discipline of the Lord Himself.

1 Peter 5:1-3  The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:  2  Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre (money), but of a ready mind;  3  Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being examples to the flock.

Hebrews 5:11-14  Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.  12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.  13  For every one that useth milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe.  14  But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Christ gave the gift of the pastor to His Church because He loves us.  He did not leave us without guidance, but rather has birthed in the heart of certain men the ability to feed, protect, and guide the local church into the abundant life Jesus spoke of (John 10:10).  The pastor is know by his congregation, even as Christ was known by His:  John 10:3 To him the porter openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out.

Brothers, to not be a part of a local church is to miss one of the great blessings of Christian living-- a relationship with a godly pastor who will care for you and your family, will nourish you to maturity, and equip you for service in the kingdom of God.  The pastor will be there in the good times when babies are born, children graduate from school, when weddings take place, and when the church gathers together for fellowship.  He will also be there for the hard times when tragedy strikes, when we experience disappointment, when we hurt, when our marriage needs help, and on and on. 

One of God's gifts to the church is the pastor.  Experience the blessings of pastoral care by being a part of a local, vibrant, dynamic church with a clear vision and course of direction.  You will be far and away better off for it than if you never darkened the door of a church!

(Some arrangements taken from the book The Master Builder by Christian Equippers International.)
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