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When one takes Christ as Lord and Savior they then become a citizen of the kingdom of Heaven. The new Christian, who was once dead in trespasses and sins, is now made alive in their spirit, a spirit that can receive from the Holy Spirit of God. When this happens to us it doesn’t take long before, as a Christian, we realize that we really don’t belong to the worldly system anymore. Before having a conscience toward God we would participate in those things that were not edifying with no check in our spirit, even though those things were contrary to kingdom living. Yet now, that which we used to participate in has become our shame and to continue in it is not our heart’s desire. That’s because we’re now focused on another city, one whose builder and maker is God Almighty. In this earth, we are now just passing through. Let us look at how our attitude should be regarding the temporal and the spiritual.
Hebrews 11:8-17 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: 10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable. 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. 16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son.
It Starts With Faith and Obedience
8. By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise.
For Abraham it all started with faith – faith being the “substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1). With no Bible or Church to reflect on or guide him, Abraham responded to the call of God in his life and acted on it. Adherence to past traditions and customs would be superseded by the working and leading of God Almighty in his life. Abraham left his family, friends, and economic network of associates to go somewhere unknown, and was likely not able to explain why to anyone if they asked. It was God’s will, and God’s unction that moved Abraham, and he mixed faith with the word from God and then acted on it. If you want to pass through the land on your way to the promise, it will take faith and obedience.
It Includes Vision and Understanding

10 For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God.
To pass through the land on your way to better and more perfect promises one has to have a vision for it. It starts with faith, then obedience, and having a vision keeps one moving toward the goal. Abraham was on his way to a city that was not a fairy tale, but one which “hath foundations.” It was tangible in his mind’s eye, because God said it was so and Abraham believed it. He understood what he was doing, that is, moving in obedience toward the objective. He may not have understood the entire picture (we virtually never do when we begin our walk with Jesus Christ) but he understood enough to know that he was pleasing God in his actions.
God’s Direct Blessing Is Added To It

11 Through faith also Sara herself received strength to conceive seed, and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore sprang there even of one, and him as good as dead, so many as the stars of the sky in multitude, and as the sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.

Abraham’s wife Sara was well beyond child-bearing years, yet when Abraham set out he was told that his progeny would be as the sands of the seashores and the stars of the skies. Abraham then lived another 25 years before his son Isaac was born. 25 years! In our “let’s have it now” society waiting 25 years for a promise seems impossible – but when God’s direct blessing was added to it then the promise did come to pass. It came to pass in God’s time for God’s purposes. To successfully pass through this life, keep your eye on the ball and realize that when God’s direct blessing is added to it, even when all hope seems lost (e.g. way beyond child-bearing age) and the years go by (25 in this case) that God is not limited (Abraham and Sara’s offspring did in fact go beyond measure).  The lineage of Abraham would found a nation, and that nation would be the medium through which the savior of the world, Jesus Christ, would come.  For you God’s blessing, when He shares His word within your heart, is also without limitation.  . God will use and bless you too. 
Know That It’s Not Over Even After It’s Over

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.
Abraham and Sara of course never lived physically to see the nation that was promised, and never knew that the nation would bring forth the savior of the world. Yet even still, they didn’t set their affections on the thing of this world but rather on that heavenly kingdom whose builder and maker is God. They had faith, they were obedient, they had vision and understanding, they knew God was in it and would bless it, and though they died in the faith, they didn’t die as bitter, complaining, doubting also-rans, instead they died knowing that they were put here for a purpose.  They achieved their purpose and they committed the rest of the plan to God in whom they believed. They sought a better country, just passing through this one on the way to the City of God. Their physical lives may have ended but God’s plan for them continued to be fulfilled.
It’s Always Better God’s Way

15 And truly, if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. 16 But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.
When passing through we have to be mindful that the promises of God are “yes and amen” to them that believe; believe that God has something better for you since He said that He did. Whatever this world has to offer it cannot compare to hearing from God, moving with God by faith and seeing results, having a vision of better things, and seeing the hand of God in your life and the voice of God in your spirit. For those who choose to follow Christ, there is a home, there is a place, and there is a refuge. The present sufferings (Romans 8:18) are temporary, but the habitation of God is eternal, and is reserved for the people of God. Ask God for faith, ask him for a vision, be obedient to it, move out in faith knowing that God’s way is fulfilling, challenging, and best of all eternal!
What You Set In Motion Will Bless Many

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son.
It all began with Abraham, the father of the Hebrew nation. Even then, the physical illustration of Abraham sacrificing his son Isaac became the foreshadowing of the death of Christ on Mount Calvary. Had Abraham not done his part then… Yet he did do his part, and blessed the world because of it. What about your part? Will you take the proper attitude in this life? Will you be the best husband, father, wife, son, daughter, employee, employer, leader, pastor, businessman, government leader you can be on this earth, and still have a heavenly vision, one where you operate according to kingdom principles, kingdom values, and kingdom behaviors. We are here for a purpose, to extend the kingdom of God. We are to participate in the work of the kingdom and at the same time keep ourselves free from the entanglements of this world. Have a proper perspective as you advance the kingdom of God. Let us conclude this message with the words of Jesus as he was praying to the Father in John 15:15-17 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world [the world’s system], even as I am not of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
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