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Lest anyone gets the wrong idea on the subject of prayer, we should examine the scriptures to see when we should pray, what we should pray for, how to pray, etc.  Let’s look at some people who prayed, and what the Bible has to say about it and how prayer can work in our own lives.

We Should Pray According To God’s Will

James 4:2-3  Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

To pray according to God’s will means that you know God’s will.  We learn God’s will through a number of ways, chief of which is by what the Bible says, then followed by what we’re taught about what the Bible says, and by observing the fruits of certain actions.

We Should Keep Praying When We Know God’s Will

Matthew 7:7-8  Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

When you know something to be clearly the will of God, then you can pray, and keep praying, in faith, for the results.  God is good, God is fair, God is truth.  And the way of the world is that sometimes we have to keep praying.  So keep praying, knowing an answer is on the way.

We Should Not Loose Confidence When Prayers Aren’t Immediately Answered

Daniel 10:12-13  Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. 13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia.

This important passage shows us clearly what we already know – that the Christian walk is a spiritual walk, and spiritual forces, both good and bad, are at work in the material world.  We are in a spiritual battle, and the answers to prayers are sometimes delayed.  Accept that and live your faith life accordingly.

We Should Pray Wisely When Leading Others

1 Kings 3:10-13  And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. 11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment; 12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. 13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.

Solomon was the new king.  He went to the temple to pray, and rather than praying for his financial prosperity he prayed for wisdom to lead God’s people.  Note this important principle:  It is not a sin to pray for financial prosperity, and wealth comes from God.  But Solomon was faced with leading the people of God, and for that his first concern was wisdom to do what was right.  And because Solomon was concerned with God’s business, God was concerned with Solomon’s business, and did grant him riches and honor.  But to lead others requires wisdom.

We should pray in distress, even when it’s our own fault

Jonah 2:1-2 Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish's belly, 2 And said, I cried by reason of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice.

Numerous examples in the Bible show how people put themselves in a bad position, but then had the sense and faith to call upon God anyway, and God heard their prayers.  Remember, God wants to be an active part of our lives, and he is quick to forgive and to restore.

Remember The example Of The “Lords’ Prayer”

Luke 11:1-4  And it came to pass, that, as he (Jesus) was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples. 2 And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth. 3 Give us day by day our daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.

Pray humbly for god’s will, to have your needs met, to forgive others, and to avoid evil.  This prayer should be read often by the Christian.  You’re always on good scriptural ground as you pray according to the pattern of the “Lord’s Prayer.”

Pray God’s Will, Even When It Is Not The Wisdom Of This World

Matthew 5:43-48  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45 That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? 47 And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? 48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

If you would be a Christian, then you’d better get used to doing things God’s way.  God would have us to pray for our enemies.  Jesus set this example when he prayed for those who were crucifying him.  The Christian is no different than the non-Christian if he hates his enemies rather than pray for them.  This is a tough pill so swallow, particularly for the new Christian, but it is God’s way.

Prayers Sometimes are Helped with Fasting

Matthew 17:20-21  And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.

Jesus’ disciples had just experienced praying in unbelief for a person demon possessed.  Jesus healed the person and rather than saying that they needed great faith, he said that if they had only the faith as a grain of mustard seed (which is a very tiny seed),they could have done it.  But unbelief can be aided by fasting.  It sets the spiritual tone when unbelief is reigning.  Try it.

Pray with a heart of thanksgiving

Philippians 4:6-7  Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

 “Be careful of nothing” means don’t be anxious to the point of worry over anything, but through prayer and supplication (a humble petition) with thanksgiving pray to God.  Thanksgiving is the oil that lubricates the engine of prayer.

Pray to Lead a Life of Victory

Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

The Christian should be living a life of victory.  There can be struggles and disappointments, but we should not be defeated.  And because our natures tend to do those contrary to the will of God, we must take charge and recognize that prayer can keep us from temptation, temptation that can lead even the Christian to sin and disobey the Lord.  The good news is that we have a weapon against the devil, and that weapon is prayer!

There are other prayer issues, of course.  We can pray for health and physical healing, for finances, for wisdom, for emotional healing, for the gifts of the spirit, for our and the salvation of others, for guidance, for help on the job, for rain, for discernment, and on and on.  Do not neglect prayer as a Christian, it is a marvelous aid and help to the Christian and for the kingdom of God.  And remember 1 Thessalonians 5:17  Pray without ceasing.  (Pray for the rest of your life!)
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