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A parable is an earthly story with a spiritual truth. The story is just that, a story; it is not the relating of an actual event but is shared to provide an illustration of a spiritual truth. It was foretold that the Messiah would speak in parables, Psalms 78:2-3 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old. Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have told us. 
A parable is an amazing tool that takes spiritual understanding, or else it’s just a nice story but the hearer learns nothing. Jesus himself said in Luke 8:10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand. The following table arranges in alphabetical order the parables of Jesus:
	          Parable
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John

	1
	Alert servants
	
	13:33-37
	
	

	2
	Barren fig tree
	
	
	13:6-9
	

	3
	Bread of life
	
	
	
	6:31-38

	4
	Budding fig tree
	24:32-35
	13:28-32
	21:29-33
	

	5
	Children in market
	11:16-19
	
	7:31-35
	

	6
	Christian light
	5:14-16
	4:21-23
	8:16-18
	

	7
	Dinner guests
	
	
	14:15-24
	

	8
	Divided kingdom
	12:24-30
	3:22-27
	11:14-23
	

	9
	Feast invitations
	
	
	14:12-14
	

	10
	Friend at midnight
	
	
	11:5-13
	

	11
	Good Samaritan
	
	
	10:25-37
	

	12
	Good shepherd
	
	
	
	10:1-18

	13
	Great physician
	9:10-13
	2:15-17
	5:29-32
	

	14
	Grooms attendants
	9:14-15
	2:18-20
	5:33-35
	

	15
	Growing seed
	
	4:26-29
	
	

	16
	Hidden treasure
	13:44
	
	
	

	17
	Householder
	13:52
	
	
	

	18
	Humbled guest
	
	
	14:7-11
	

	19
	King's war plans
	
	
	14:31-33
	

	20
	Laborers in vineyard
	20:1-16
	
	
	

	21
	Landowner
	21:33-46
	12:1-12
	20:9-18
	

	22
	Leaven
	13:33
	
	13:20-21
	

	23
	Lost coin
	
	
	15:8-10
	

	24
	Lost sheep
	
	
	15:4-7
	

	25
	Marriage feast
	22:1-14
	
	
	

	26
	Mustard seed
	13:31-32
	4:30-32
	13:18-19
	

	27
	Net of fish
	13:47-50
	
	
	

	28
	New cloth
	9:16
	2:21
	5:36
	

	29
	New wine
	9:17
	2:22
	5:37-39
	

	30
	Pearl of great price
	13:45-46
	
	
	

	31
	Pharisee and tax collector
	
	
	18:9-14
	

	32
	Prodigal son
	
	
	15:11-32
	

	33
	Rich man & Lazarus
	
	
	16:19-31
	

	34
	Rich fool
	
	
	12:16-21
	

	35
	Salt without taste
	5:13
	9:50
	14:34-35
	

	36
	Servant's duty
	
	
	17:7-10
	

	37
	Sheep and goats
	25:31-46
	
	
	

	          Parable
	Matthew
	Mark
	Luke
	John

	38
	Sign of Jonah
	12:38-42
	
	11:29-32
	

	39
	Tares in field (part 1)
	13:24-30
	
	
	

	40
	Tares in field (part 2)
	13:36-43
	
	
	

	41
	Ten Minas
	
	
	19:11-27
	

	42
	Ten talents
	25:14-30
	
	
	

	43
	Ten virgins
	25:1-13
	
	
	

	44
	The Sower (part 1)
	13:3-9
	4:3-20
	8:4-15
	

	45
	The Sower (part 2)
	13:18-23
	
	
	

	46
	Two debtors
	
	
	7:41-43
	

	47
	Two sons
	21:28-32
	
	
	

	48
	Unclean spirit
	12:43-45
	
	11:24-26
	

	49
	Unjust judge
	
	
	18:1-8
	

	50
	Unjust steward
	
	
	16:1-13
	

	51
	Unmerciful servant
	18:21-35
	
	
	

	52
	Unprepared builder
	
	
	14:28-30
	

	53
	Vine and branches
	
	
	
	15:1-17

	54
	Watching servants
	
	
	12:35-40
	

	55
	Wise builder
	7:24-27
	
	6:47-49
	

	56
	Wise servant
	24:45-51
	
	
	

	57
	Wise steward
	
	
	12:42-48
	


I became a Christian 30 years ago. One of the first things I asked was “why are there so many different religions?” I set out to study them all. I studied the major doctrines of numerous denominations, Christian sects, and the cults. It bothered me because from my viewpoint many good, decent, honorable, contributing persons were coming to substantially different conclusions on what the Bible said. Why couldn’t it be written clearly so it could be easily understood? It turns out that the disciples had asked the same question! And Jesus answered it…

Matthew 13:10-13 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.
My personal study of other faith-system beliefs was not in a vacuum; simultaneously I was gaining knowledge and understanding of the Bible through study, observation, teaching, reading, and fellowshipping at the local Church. Consider this: when Jesus had the sincere attention of His audience and the people were humble and anxious to hear, Jesus spoke plainly. He explained the parables to them. But, when His audience contained people who were prideful and resistant to His instruction, He used parables that pierced the hearts of those who were open but whose meanings were lost on the proud. If you chose to think all religions lead to God, then you’ll read the parables, read what you want to read, and go on your way lost. All men have a sinful heart, and we need to be converted to Christ. God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6). Try reading those 57 parables. What do they speak to you? What a fine way to determine your own spiritual state. Don’t fool yourself. If you want to be a Christian, you’ll have to do it God’s way. If you want to be clever you’ll see it and miss it by a million miles (many have).
Matthew 13:34-36 All these things spoke Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a parable spoke he not unto them: 35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. 36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable(s)…
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