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In business, scholastics, athletics, and a host of other human activities there are rules, regulations, even boundaries. When we are engaged in a game or a contest or a struggle, we want to win. Athletes train so they can win, students study so they can win, armies plan so they can win. But there remain some conflicts that we as individuals, even as Christians, cannot win. In those cases the best thing to do is to run. So why can’t we win them? Doesn’t the Bible say in Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me. Well, you can do all things, provided you are not out of bounds from where you belong. You can win, but you must be on the playing field to be in the game. The way we are wired, the way we are created, the way sin has affected us in some situations, when we are out of bounds we do not have a chance in Heaven of winning. This is not because God is limited. It is because we are out of bounds. The rules in anything are different when we are out of bounds. We cannot withstand some situations any more than we can withstand machine gun fire. There are three temptations that we don’t want to fight, rather, we want to flee. Let us consider those three areas where we cannot fight, rather, we have to flee.
Idolatry

1 Cor. 10:14…Flee from idolatry. 2 Peter 2:9 The Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations…
In its most technical definition idolatry is image-worship or divine honor paid to any created object. In many foreign lands where the light of the gospel hasn’t yet been shed, or is shed sparingly, the heart of man, being darkened with pride, unbelief, and sin, seeks to worship that which he created, to satisfy the void in the heart that was created for God alone to fill. This is why missionaries hazard their lives and travel at great expense to remote locations, that men and women might hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. Paul wrote in Romans 1:21-25, 28 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things. 24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between themselves: 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen… 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient. Even in areas where the gospel is preached in abundance and a great many men and women know the savior, there are still individuals unreached and unconverted, and they are vulnerable to the same desire of a reprobate mind as those in dark corners of the world, to seek after created objects as a source of comfort. This is the age-old desire of finding happiness and security in possessions. When you entertain the idea of placing your hope in possessions you are heading down a path whose goal is impossible to attain. You will never have quite enough to feel happy and secure, the goal line will continually move a little further away, always just out of reach.  You say to yourself “A few more dollars or things and then I’ll be happy!” Yet happiness and security are not a result of outward circumstances; the donkey will have to follow the carrot a little further. Jesus said in Mark 8:36  For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Many an “enlightened” man has put his faith in that which is created, and God has given them over to a reprobate mind. This is highly dangerous. When our trust is in something like possessions, or anything other than The Almighty, we harden our heart, we believe a lie, we change the truth of God into a lie, and we are racing toward judgment. Beloved, idolotry is clearly out of bounds. Do not go down this route, a route that can only lead to loss in this life and in the life to come. 
Fornication
1 Cor. 6:18 Flee fornication…  James 1:2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations.
Fornication is defined broadly as marital relations between persons not married to each other. It is more narrowly defined as persistent and repeated sexual misconduct; abnormal; even unnatural. Despite the clear warning of scripture, and the legal statutes against such behavior, and the well-documented risk of incurable health diseases, foolish and wicked men (and women) behave like common animals, moving from partner to partner, with resulting great sin against their own body. But what about the Christian? What about the one who is desiring to serve the Lord Jesus Christ? Are they tempted in these arenas? The answer is “Yes, but…”  Temptation is no one’s fault. A wise pastor of mine reminded me “you can’t keep the birds from flying overhead, but you can keep them from building a nest on the top of your head.” Being tempted, that is, having a thought flash into your mind (a fiery dart of the evil one), or driving by and suddenly seeing a provocative billboard is in your field of view, though you never intended looking upon it but then there it was, is not a sin. Repeat, being initially tempted by a thought or image before you is not a sin. Consider 1 Corinthians 10:13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. So Almighty God knows that we are tempted, but he has promised to make a way of escape. To escape can easily mean getting out of where you are at – which is out of bounds – and into the safety and security of God’s will and covering. Because men are especially visually-oriented Christian women should behave as Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 2:9 In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with braided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array. “Modest apparel” means just that. Unregenerate women can easily entice virtually any man on the planet, and if that man thinks he can stand against it he can think again. Remember Potiphar’s wife and Joseph in Genesis 39:12 And she caught him by his garment, saying, Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out. Joseph didn’t stand there and preach a sermon, he fled! God made a way of escape, right to the jail house where the plan for Joseph continued to unfold, but had Joseph folded up regarding Potiphar’s wife the purposes of God would have been derailed. Men, don’t ogle the magazines at the market check-out counter. Don’t get on the Internet and start surfing, because you will NOT be able to withstand it. Rather, hit the off button and don’t sit there at midnight when your guard is down and the flesh is weak. Just don’t go there in the first place; if you do, you will be setting yourself up for a terrible fall, and you will be going out of bounds. Remember the words of Job in Job 31:1 I made a covenant with mine eyes; why then should I think upon a maid?
Money
1 Tim. 6:10-11 For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God, flee these things… James 1:12 Blessed is the man that endures temptation…
We are to flee the root of all evil, which is the love of money. The next time you wince when the offering is taken up, or you look the other way when an appeal is made by the preacher, or you focus on your own financial security while closing up your bowels of compassion to the poor and needy the consider if you are out of bounds in the arena of the love of money. It becomes the love of money when we covet after it. People of faith have erred in this arena and have pierced themselves through with many sorrows. Remember this: Get rich quick schemes aren’t; if it looks too good to be true it is; and anything more than 8% return is uncommon. It is very, very, very tempting to go down the love of money path, when no purpose other than a bigger nest egg is on your mind. The love of money is the love of power in disguise, back to the original sin – we want to be equal with God, able to control circumstances and other people. Seek first the kingdom of God is good advice, and there is scripture for that. Money more than anything else has to be properly interpreted in the scriptures. There are innumerable verses that can be used to justify the love of money in a Christian’s heart. When you see yourself thinking about money for the sake of money, then flee! Because there are so many good things we can do with money getting blinded by the love of money becomes so very easy. It can’t be stood up to. You can destroy your testimony quickly. You can get into a mode where you don’t really own anything, rather, it’s leased, financed, leveraged, borrowed, or on a payment plan with no down-payment (therefore no equity) and interest-only payments. How many “millionaires” are cash poor and possession rich, only to have the screws of an economy tighten and then they are bankrupted. Beloved, this should not happen in the Christian camp. This is a poor testimony. Keep your focus on Jesus. Put the emphasis on adding value, stewardship, and “owe no man anything.” When you get out of bounds, then the end can hit like a hammer, and the sorrows multiply.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Temptation again is not sin. Giving in to temptation is sin. James 1:14-16 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15 Then when lust hath conceived, it brings forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, brings forth death. 16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. Don’t err! It starts in the mind, and we feed the thought. Then we act on the thought. Then we pay the price for that act. When temptation enters your mind, rebuke it. When it is a temptation of idolatry, fornication, or money, then run for the hills as fast as your feet can take you! Save yourself the grief. You are out of bounds in these three areas of temptation; don’t try to resist it because you will fail, rather, run, lest in any of them the result is deep sorrow. 
By the mercy and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the divine enablement of the Holy Ghost, and the peace of God our Father, let us run with patience the race set before us, looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith. Guard your eyes. Guard your heart. Let us submit to God and his righteousness. Let us not be ignorant of the wiles of the devil. Press in to the kingdom of God. And let us watch and pray as Jesus taught in Matthew 6:13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
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