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2 Peter 1:20 Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.

Amos 3:7  Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants the prophets. 
The scriptures define the way in which we can expect The Almighty to act, and how we are to act and think in a manner consistent with the will of God. Yet to the uninformed they, being unfamiliar with the Bible, can become susceptible to error in teaching, specifically in the area of “when God speaks.” Be it Old Testament or New Testament, God did what he did “out in the open.” Before any of us fall prey to false doctrine or make radical changes in our lives and attitudes based on what someone said God said to them about what we are to do, let us examine the testimony of scripture and see just how God works among His people. Note that God does things Out in the Open.
The Exodus out of Egypt

God is going to raise up a deliverer, and his name is Moses. But Moses is running low on self-confidence so his brother Aaron goes with him. Now two are involved. So they go to Pharaoh and, by the word of the Lord, demand he let the Hebrews go. Of course the knuckleheaded, pompous, self-righteous, arrogant Pharaoh replies “Who says? Who is this God? Who cares?” Rather than seeking to get new legislation through, or mount a retail boycott, Moses the man of God shows Pharaoh, all his counselors, and all of Egypt the power of God. 

Exodus 12:29-36 And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of cattle. 30 And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was not one dead. 31 And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and the children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said. 32 Also take your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also. 33 And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men. 34 And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading troughs being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. 35 And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: 36 And the LORD gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians.

Well, an entire nation witnessing God’s power was not too shabby. It got to where Pharaoh was helping them out the door. The Egyptian people saw that their idols of stone were no match for the God of the Universe. Real results from a real man of God. The story above is the 10th of ten plagues – God was making his move and his longsuffering had reached its limit. Do you really think that this is a fable? Do you really want to thumb your nose at God like Pharaoh did? Better to look around and see what God is doing and join in, rather than be left behind due to ignorance, a hard heart, or some other flimsy reason to miss God’s plan for your life.
The Ministers of Baal

This highly entertaining story of the prophet Elijah mocking the so-called priests of Baal is a classic. The leader of the government, a reprobate, is accusing the man of God of being the reason his nation has fallen on hard times. Nothing new here. But the man of God told the king that he was the reason they were in a recession, because he thumbed his nose at God and wouldn’t serve him. So the prophet demonstrates the power of God to a lot of people standing on the fence. He doesn’t just show up with his all-glass pulpit and designer suit and pompadour hairstyle and then pretend to be a great man of God. Rather, he delivers the goods! And he does so in front of 450 people!

1 Kings 18:17-39 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel? 18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the LORD, and thou hast followed Baalim. 19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table. 20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word. 22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the LORD; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men. 23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: 24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken. 25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under. 26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made. 27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked. 28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded. 30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down. 31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the LORD came, saying, Israel shall be thy name: 32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed. 33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time. 35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water. 36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word. 37 Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again. 38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The LORD, he is the God; the LORD, he is the God. 

I’m sure the 450 leapt up and got close to the burnt sacrifice. They smelled it. They looked at it. They may have even poked at it with a stick. But then they fell on their faces and declared the Lord to be God. So much for the pompadour prophets of Baal. How many people did they fool with their smooth tongues, their fancy robes, their great, eloquent speeches? Then the real man of God comes, and God shows up, and 450 people give their hearts and lives to Christ. Just another day in the life of a real man of God! And it’s all right out front for everyone to see. Oh, and by the way, the priests of Baal were all killed that day. So much for buying the devil’s lie. Will you, too, buy the devil’s lie and run after someone who tickles your ears and says wonderful things that have no substance? 
The Resurrection of Christ Jesus

Paul the Apostle described the gospel of grace, and is quick to add that this wasn’t done in a back room to be seen only by God’s “man of the hour.” Rather, over 500 people, including the apostles, were in on witnessing with their own eyes the resurrection of Christ!
1 Corinthians 15:3-8 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 

There are not a few religious organizations that have attempted to predict the date of Christ’s second coming. Every one of them have gotten it dead wrong. Let me repeat that, every one of them have gotten it dead wrong. But for more than one, when Christ’s second coming did not happen when they said it would, they quickly said that his return was invisible, but it had happened, because that’s what was revealed to the few misinformed, biblically illiterate religious leaders who invented the date of the return in the first place. Rather than saying, “gee guys, we goofed,” they say “hey guys, he really came, but it was invisible to you lowly ones, trust us, we are God’s chosen, so you have to believe us.” And of course the misinformed swallow what their “leaders” are saying. As a licensed engineer, and having worked in the field of science, engineering, and technology all my adult life, I can promise you that I’m not going to swallow anyone saying “God told me gravity doesn’t apply, and he told me you have to have faith to believe that arsenic, high-voltage, and gravity don’t apply to you.” What kind of nut would go for that? But religious people stand in line to listen to some “new revelation” from “Dr. Comelately” on his 7-points To Getting Anything from God or some other babble that sells like hotcakes while the Bible sits on the shelf and doesn’t get any attention. What a bunch of hooey!
I have numerous scientist, engineer, and college teacher friends who don’t serve God to this day. I pray for them and love them. It’s a stumbling block to them when the pied-pipers of religious nonsense flood the airwaves and bookshelves with their secret revelations, hyper-faith, turn-your-brain-off “scriptural” conclusions that any sane thinking person knows is a bunch of garbage. But these very scientists and engineers have the ability to think critically, and they are people of accomplishment. My heart longs for the day when they investigate the claims of Christ, the veracity of the scriptures, and become warriors for God. They don’t fool around, they don’t play games, and they are interested in results. This is just like God Almighty, but to date they are blinded by the evil one, and are repulsed by the foolishness of many a TV, radio and book-selling “preacher” who cheapens the gospel and appeals to the lightweights of society.

And how about the ministry of Jesus himself? He did what he did right out in the open for all to see. Here’s a quick list of 10 different miracles from the four Gospels, all done out in the open…

	Miracle of Christ
	Biblical Reference
	Comment

	Cured a paralytic at Capernaum
	Matthew 9:1-8 And he entered into a ship, and passed over, and came into his own city. 2 And, behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus seeing their faith said unto the sick of the palsy; Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee. 3 And, behold, certain of the scribes said within themselves, This man blasphemeth. 4 And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, Wherefore think ye evil in your hearts? 5 For whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and walk? 6 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. 7 And he arose, and departed to his house. 8 But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto men.
	So here’s Jesus the Christ, ministering and doing good, for God was with him. He healed a man in great need, and the religious people didn’t like it, but this was done in front of the multitude, and they praised and gave glory to God. This is God’s way, right out in the open for all to see. You too come see, investigate the claims of Christ, and see if you too will marvel!

	Delivered demonized man in Synagogue
	Mark 1:21-28 And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the sabbath day he entered into the synagogue, and taught. 22 And they were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as the scribes. 23 And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 24 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. 25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold thy peace, and come out of him. 26 And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out of him. 27 And they were all amazed, insomuch that they questioned among themselves, saying, What thing is this? what new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even the unclean spirits, and they do obey him. 28 And immediately his fame spread abroad throughout all the region round about Galilee.
	So Jesus comes to church, and as usual there are a lot of people. He’s not in some backroom getting a private revelation of some new doctrine, rather, he’s with the crowd handling the tough cases out in the open. Demon possession is no joke, and in my entire Christian experience I’ve been directly involved with this exactly one time, in a jail, in the psychiatric ward. We were asked to come in by the officers and chaplain. And God delivered the man we confronted, and he returned to his right mind. We followed up with him for weeks, and the testimony was certain. 

	Healed a woman's blood disease
	Luke 8:43-48 And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her living upon physicians, neither could be healed of any, 44 Came behind him, and touched the border of his garment: and immediately her issue of blood stanched. 45 And Jesus said, Who touched me? When all denied, Peter and they that were with him said, Master, the multitude throng thee and press thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? 46 And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me. 47 And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came trembling, and falling down before him, she declared unto him before all the people for what cause she had touched him, and how she was healed immediately. 48 And he said unto her, Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace.
	Jesus did on “accident” what most televangelists couldn’t do on purpose, and that’s minister a direct tangible healing. God is a healer, but if someone claims to be a healer, go see for yourself! There were so many people present that the woman hoped to be hidden by the crowd, even Peter said the multitude pressed against them as they walked. It was very, very, very crowded, with real everyday people. And that’s who Jesus ministered to, right out in the open.

	Fed 5000
	John 6:3-14 3 And Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he sat with his disciples. 4 And the passover, a feast of the Jews, was nigh. 5 When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? 6 And this he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them may take a little. 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, saith unto him, 9 There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small fishes: but what are they among so many? 10 And Jesus said, Make the men sit down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 11 And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. 12 When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost.13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them that had eaten. 14 Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should come into the world.
	Well this miracle was certainly done in front of not a few folk. Try about 5000 men that we know of, and untold women (wives, mothers, sisters) and children. Not hard to imagine the number being closer to 10,000 total people. The disciples saw it, the religious leaders saw it, and the common man saw it. This kind of thing isn’t done in secret. This kind of thing isn’t easy to mis-interpret. Jesus had the goods, and he did the will of God. No wonder the common person, the sinner, was drawn to him. No wonder.

	Healed the Gadarene Demoniac
	Mark 5:1-20 And they came over unto the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 2 And when he was come out of the ship, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit, 3 Who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no man could bind him, no, not with chains: 4 Because that he had been often bound with fetters and chains, and the chains had been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could any man tame him. 5 And always, night and day, he was in the mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cutting himself with stones. 6 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and worshipped him, 7 And cried with a loud voice, and said, What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the most high God? I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not. 8 For he said unto him, Come out of the man, thou unclean spirit. 9 And he asked him, What is thy name? And he answered, saying, My name is Legion: for we are many. 10 And he besought him much that he would not send them away out of the country. 11 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a great herd of swine feeding. 12 And all the devils besought him, saying, Send us into the swine, that we may enter into them. 13 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. And the unclean spirits went out, and entered into the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the sea, (they were about two thousand;) and were choked in the sea. 14 And they that fed the swine fled, and told it in the city, and in the country. And they went out to see what it was that was done. 15 And they come to Jesus, and see him that was possessed with the devil, and had the legion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. … 20 And he departed, and began to publish in Decapolis how great things Jesus had done for him: and all men did marvel.
	So Jesus is out in the backcountry, doing ministry, taking ministry to the needy. And here’s clearly a hard case – a demon possessed man who has superhuman strength. This kind of affliction gets noticed. Many in the region knew of this situation. And Jesus confronts the issue, casts out the devil from the man, and returns him to his right mind, right in front of the disciples. So the swine-herders came, and there were a lot of them, because there were a lot of swine. They came to see what happened, and they saw. Then they went out and told the whole city and the country. Hardly a private event now, no, it was clearly out in the open, and the skeptical came to see it and were convinced. Are you skeptical? Check out the claims of Christ for yourself. His miracles, his statements, his testimony. Skepticism is fine if it leads to intellectual honesty and rational investigation. 

	Healed large numbers of crippled, blind and mute 
	Matt 15:29-31 And Jesus departed from thence, and came nigh unto the sea of Galilee; and went up into a mountain, and sat down there. 30 And great multitudes came unto him, having with them those that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and many others, and cast them down at Jesus' feet; and he healed them: 31 Insomuch that the multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb to speak, the maimed to be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: and they glorified the God of Israel.
	Wow, here comes the multitude. Multitude is King James for a whole lot of people! And these weren’t the well-heeled sophisticated upper-class intellectuals, these were the common people with real needs and a simple faith in God that made a way for Jesus the Christ to minister right out in the open!

	Healed ten lepers 
	Luke 17:11-19 And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12 And as he entered into a certain village, there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: 13 And they lifted up their voices, and said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us. 14 And when he saw them, he said unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the priests. And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were cleansed. 15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 And fell down on his face at his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. 17 And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. 19 And he said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole.
	It was my privilege to visit two leper colonies in India. The people were gracious. Not a few had lost all or some of their toes and fingers. Some had other deformities. Healing a leper is a little more serious than healing a lower back ache. And ten at one time is a miracle in anyone’s book. Ten lepers were witness to this; it was done out in the open for all to see, witness, behold, and to give God glory for. Indeed, out in the open!

	Healed a man blind from birth
	John 9:1-8 And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth. 2 And his disciples asked him, saying, Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? 3 Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him. 4 I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. 6 When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, 7 And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing. 8 The neighbors therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged? 
	Reading through the entire chapter we see that the man was healed, his father was elated, the neighbors all witnessed it, and the religious folks were all bent out of shape. They were envious of Jesus, and Jesus sure wasn’t doing his work in an obscure corner. Rather, he was out in the open ministering, teaching, and rebuking when necessary. The religious leaders were freaking out because they feared losing their following. That’s because Jesus did his work out in the open, and the people were following him because of it.

	Healed High Priest's servant's ear
	Luke 22:49-51 When they which were about him saw what would follow, they said unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the sword? 50 And one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right ear. 51 And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus far. And he touched his ear, and healed him.
	In front of his disciples and in front of the temple guards, who had come to arrest him, Jesus healed the severed ear of one of the temple guards. Word of this got around. Jesus, even while being betrayed, said what he said and did what he did out in the open.

	Raised Lazarus from the dead
	John 11:1-44 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha. … 4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby…14 Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead…17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already…31 The Jews then which were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there…35 Jesus wept. 36 Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! 37 And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died?...39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. 43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.
	How much harder does it get? Casting out demons, healing the sick, healing the lepers, feeding 5000, and now raising the dead, one who had been dead four days! And of course everyone saw this, being that it was done out in the open. When the Lord wants something communicated, it’s done out in the open. 


In summary, after reading the various verses contained in this short lesson, do you really think that presently God is only speaking to one man in Utah and we’re supposed to take his word on it because he “speaks the oracles of God”? Or 12 men in New York, whose identities are kept secret by their Society? Or to a few “anointed” men in Oklahoma who claim to have a corner on “faith”? Is God limiting his communication with men to what He reveals to a Texas preacher? Beloved, the Bible is written so that a child can understand it. The last book of the Bible, the Book of the Revelation of Jesus Christ, was written to reveal, not to conceal, the word and will of God. God is interested in relationship with men, not with some hidden committee that will share God’s will to you for a love offering sent to their ministry. Did it happen this way in the Bible? Of course not, and that’s not how it happens today. It is the responsibility of the Christian person to seek God for themselves, to be faithful to the local church, to be led and fed by godly men accountable to the local church and its government, and to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. (1 Peter 3:18)
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