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When Jesus taught his disciples to pray he included the phrase “give us this day our daily bread.” Yet too often when we pray we want God to act in a certain way, and if he doesn’t, then we think he either doesn’t care or isn’t paying attention or somehow we don’t rate receiving an answer from the Lord. God is a God moved by faith, and faith is an indispensible component to our Christian walk. Sometimes we have faith for an answer, but that answer has already been “figured out” by us and we are simply imploring the Lord Jesus to carry out what we have figured out, and when it doesn’t happen our faith is shaken. But God is always On Time. Even when he’s late he’s On Time. Even when it’s over he’s On Time. Let us consider the death of Lazarus from John chapter 11.
 John 11:1, 3 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha… Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. Jesus was indeed a miracle worker. He was God in the flesh, and it’s the heart of God to minister health and healing. Regarding the ministry of Jesus The Bible records in Acts 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. Jesus had an earned reputation for compassion, truth, grace and miracles. Jesus loved Lazarus and his sisters, and indeed was going to come, just not when they thought he would. It would be in God’s time, and God is always On Time.

John 11:4-6 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby. Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same place where he was.  Two days in the same place? Two days in the same place? What do we learn here? First, that Jesus heard about Lazarus being sick. He heard he was sick unto death. But there was a higher purpose, and God was going to be glorified in the midst of this human suffering. The scripture is clear that Jesus loved Martha, Mary her sister, and Lazarus her brother. And God loves you, and God is interested in you, and God is going to be glorified in you if you’ll rest in Him, trust Him, and look to Him. God, far from being disinterested, is very interested, and he’s going to be On Time for you too.

John 11:11-15 Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. Then said his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe; nevertheless let us go unto him. Jesus spoke to his disciples, saying Lazarus was sleeping. The disciples mistook that to mean that all was well, but then Jesus clarified and said clearly that Lazarus was dead. Nevertheless God’s higher purpose was going to be revealed in them. The disciples were going to learn something, they would be strengthened for future ministry, God would be glorified, Lazarus would ultimately be raised from the dead, and no one knew all of the puzzle pieces but God Almighty. Would it have been profitable for Martha and Mary to collapse in a pile when God was on the way? Would it have been good for Lazarus to be healed while sick and for the disciples to see only that, or to see an extra measure of the power and love of God in raising someone from the dead? God was at work, and God is at work with us. It’s our part to believe him, to believe his promises, and to act accordingly. God is about to make a move, and when he does it’s to his glory, our benefit, and it’s always On Time.

John 11:17-20  Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the grave four days already. Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem, about fifteen furlongs off: And many of the Jews came to Martha and Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother. Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house.  It looks like it’s too late. Lazarus has been in the grave four days. Still the mourning was in progress, and many people came to see Martha and Mary to comfort them. The theme of the Bible is God’s relationship with man. Man, lost in sin, who could only approach God in certain seasons and with the blood of rams, bulls, and sheep, was hanging in the balance. Paul wrote in Galatians 3:4-5 Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world: But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. God was On Time. In the fullness of time God showed up, and a New Testament was put into place. One where we have a relationship with God through his Son Jesus Christ, God in the flesh, Savior of the world, born of a virgin, who lived a righteous life, sinless, no guile found in his mouth, crucified for the sin of the world, buried, rose again, and ever lives to make intercession for us. Beloved, God is always On Time. Regarding Lazarus, with friends, relatives, disciples, and Martha and Mary looking on, God is going minister in a mighty way.
John 11:21-27 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee. Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again. Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world. Martha confesses that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. In the midst of her grief over her brother, in the confusion of why Jesus came so late, she still reaches out and believes on him. Beloved, in our own grief, in our own pain, in our own confusion and uncertainty can we too confess that Jesus is the Son of God, that he loves us, that he gave himself for us, that he is the Resurrection and the Life? Can we confess this? Do we believe this? Will we believe this? Will we let the Holy Ghost minister to us, comfort us, guide us and lead us? Lazarus would rise up, thank God, at the Resurrection, that is our promise too. Yet for the glory of God, for Lazarus, he was going to rise up from the grave before all. 
John 11:28-32 And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister secretly, saying, The Master is come, and calleth for thee. As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him. Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where Martha met him. The Jews then which were with her in the house, and comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went out, followed her, saying, She goeth unto the grave to weep there. Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell down at his feet, saying unto him, Lord, if thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. Mary had the exact came reaction Martha had, “if you would have been here my brother would not have died.” She was saying Jesus made an error in not coming sooner. She said if he had been there on time Lazarus would still be alive. Sounds like this isn’t making sense doesn’t it? Do we do the same? Do we moan and groan over what God didn’t do the way we wanted him to do it? Do we forget what Christ Jesus has done for us? Do we forget his love for us? Do we forget he died for us? Do we forget he sent his Holy Spirit to live within us? Do we forget God has good plans for us? Or do we get a narrow focus and complain to God and accuse him of indifference and tardiness and inaction? Do we accuse him of not being On Time?
John 11:33-36  When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled. And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, Lord, come and see. Jesus wept. Then said the Jews, Behold how he loved him! Yes, behold how he loved Lazarus, and behold how he loves you and me! Remember this the next time you think God is not On Time. Remember this when you think your situation is hopeless. Remember this when you have doubt and confusion. Remember this when you are tired, tried, and discouraged. Remember this, God loves you too!
John 11:37-38 And some of them said, Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the blind, have caused that even this man should not have died? Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Which crowd do you want to be in? Here’s the choices: (1) The crowd that finds fault with the things of God, that scoffs, that criticizes, that questions, that lives in unbelief, that has God in a box and sees him as an errand boy rather than the sovereign of the universe, or (2) the crowd that loves God, trusts God, stands steadfast in uncertain times and has faith that God – who sees the end from the beginning – will do good by his people?  There’s your choice. The just shall live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4, Romans 1:17, Galatians 3:11, Hebrews 10:38).
John 11:38-42 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me. Let the charlatan and the imposter and the powerless do things in a dark corner and then brag on it when it can’t be verified, God does things in the open for all to see. God is interested in people. Note “because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast sent me.” God is On Time. We have to have faith in God. We have to believe God. Do what God says, believe what God says, and watch what God will do in you and through you.
John 11:43-45  And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave clothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him. I ask you, was God On Time? Of course he was. Even when everyone said he was too late, that Lazarus died, that he was in the grave, that he was decomposing, that the funeral director had been paid, the food was cleaned up, the spray of flowers was now back at the church, it’s all over… but it wasn’t all over! God had a higher purpose in this event, even bringing others to faith in God. What are we facing? Family crisis? Financial or business crisis? Relationship problems? Health issues? Demonic oppression? Remember the words of Paul the apostle in 2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. When you are facing a crisis you don’t want a spirit of fear – you want power, you want love, you want a sound mind! God can minister this to you if you will believe him, believe his promises, believe his Word, believe the gospel! Even when it looks like it’s over it’s not over. Remember the story of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15)? Remember how the father let his son go and he went to a distant land and wasted all that he had? He came home! He was bruised, but he came home! The father of the story is a picture of our Heavenly Father, who loves us, receives us, welcomes us, cares for us, seeks us, comforts us. The natural father of the story wept, but rejoiced when his son came back. It’s not over beloved, God is On Time!
John 11:46-57 But some of them went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done. Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth many miracles. If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our place and nation...Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put him to death. Then sought they for Jesus, and spake among themselves, as they stood in the temple, What think ye, that he will not come to the feast? Now both the chief priests and the Pharisees had given a commandment, that, if any man knew where he were, he should show it, that they might take him.  I ask again, which crowd are you in? The unbelieving crowd or the faith-in-God crowd? Jesus had just done a miracle of the first order – bringing a man back from the dead whose body was already decomposing. Yet even then someone didn’t like it. Someone found fault with it. And someone always will. When you take Christ as Savior don’t expect the world to roll out the red carpet and pat you on the back. If the Holy Spirit is speaking to you, and moving on your heart, then confess Christ as the Son of God. Receive the salvation Jesus died for, and establish your relationship with God and be the man or woman God has called you and created you to be. Again, someone won’t like it, and someone always won’t like it, but that’s how it is.  

_________________________________
Do we trust God for our “daily bread.” Or do we need to have every question answered up front and panic if the questions aren’t answered? Will we, in faith, live for God, and rest in his love and promises? Will we believe God for our needs? Will we go on to maturity in Christ, and stand fast even when the heat is on, even when we don’t know how the outcome will go, even when it looks like the clock has run out and the darkness is descending? We want to be people of faith, faith in God and his promises. We want to have faith that he who began a good work in us will see it through. 

Let’s consider some more Biblical events where it looked like God was late, but was really On Time!

Birth of Isaac - Genesis 21:1-2 And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken. For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham was promised a son when he was 75 and Sarah his wife was 65. Twenty-five years later it happened. Was God On Time? You decide. God made a promise to Abraham and kept that promise, it just took longer than Abraham or Sarah expected. (Genesis 11-23).
Joseph Honored –Genesis 42:6 And Joseph was the governor over the land, and he it was that sold to all the people of the land: and Joseph's brethren came, and bowed down themselves before him with their faces to the earth. As a teenager Joseph had a dream and in that dream his brothers bowed before him and honored him. The brothers didn’t like the dream and nearly murdered Joseph, but in the end sold him into slavery. In the distant land Joseph was accused of rape and sentenced to prison. After many years in prison he emerged as the governor of Egypt and in a famine his brothers came back and bowed to him. Joseph was used of God to save many people alive in a famine. Was God On Time? What was Joseph thinking while in the distant land, and then years in prison? Did God care? Where was God? Or, as he says in chapter 50, “God meant it for good.” God is On Time. Are you cooperating with and believing God, regardless of how it looks on the outside? Are you?(Genesis 37-50).
Egyptian Army – Exodus 14:13 And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will show to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. After 400 years of bondage the people are leaving the slavery of Egypt. Pharaoh turns his wrath on God’s people and is in hot pursuit. The people see the armed and train soldiers coming hard and they have their backs to the Red Sea. Looks like God made a mistake! “Why didn’t we stay in bondage, at least we’d be alive!?” No one can imagine what to do… and God sends a column of fire to stop the army, then the Red Sea parts and provides a way of escape. The army then follows and is consumed in the Red Sea. Was God On Time? God was on time and he provided an answer his way and in his time. Even when no one knew how they were going to survive this one, God made a way. Can he make a way for you? Of course he can, believe God!!

The Fiery Furnace – Daniel 3:16-18 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up. After being in captivity three of Daniel’s friends have the option of serving idols or getting tossed in the fiery furnace. They determine to believe God, and are thrown in the furnace. Looks like God wasn’t on time… but wait! The king saw that they were alive in the furnace, and he saw a fourth person and exclaimed in Daniel 3:25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. Even when it looks like God is late he’s On Time! God was in the fire with them, and preserved them! He’s in the fire with you too, do you believe that? Do you believe Jesus is the Son of God, God in the flesh? 

God is always On Time. In the great eleventh chapter of Hebrews we read of the Faith Hall of Fame. We also read at the end that there were those who lost their lives for the cause of the kingdom of God. We read of those tortured, cruelly mocked, scourged, stoned, sawn in half, destitute of this worlds goods, tormented, persecuted, reviled (Hebrews 11:35-38). We read in the New Testament how John the Baptist was beheaded (Matthew 14:10) and James the brother of John was killed by the sword (Acts 12:2). Where was God in the midst of all of this? God was there. The scriptures say in Psalm 116:15 Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints.
In the story of Lazarus God had a higher purpose and Lazarus was raised from the dead. The scriptures say in Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil. And again in the great Resurrection chapter in the Bible we read this: 1 Corinthians 15:55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? For the Christian, death has lost its sting. We have a home in heaven. We are citizens of the kingdom of Heaven. We are sons of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. This is good news. Beloved, even in death God is On Time. The devil is defeated. Victory is ours in Jesus Christ. 
Continue in faith. Continue in the faith once delivered to the saints. Contend for the faith. Stand on the promises of God. And watch God do his work in your life. Watch God show up and show himself mighty in your midst and in your affairs. Let God have his way with you. Stand fast, and see the salvation of the Lord as Moses said. Stand fast, for God will be On Time regarding that which concerns you and yours, and he’ll be On Time in his timing, and it will exceed what you could have asked or hoped for! Ephesians 3:20-21 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.
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