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There are many accepted rules of biblical interpretation. One rule I’ve never seen published but to which I ascribe is the rule of “one verse.” When someone points to a verse in the Bible and says, “see, that’s what the Bible says,” and I say, “no, that’s not what the Bible says” they are immediately perplexed. Often they’re re-read or re-quote the verse, and I give the reply, “yes, that’s what that verse says, but that’s not what the Bible says.” Explaining further I say that “what the Bible says” is consistent throughout the entire Bible, and what any one verse says is often interpreted to mean the wrong thing when taken by itself, and that when compared with the entirety of the Bible their singular verse interpretation may not stack up. I’ll provide some examples…

The Divinity of Jesus Denied
Luke 18:19 And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save one, that is, God.

The above verse occurs in three of the four Gospels. It’s the same event recorded by three different authors. This verse is quoted as “proving” that Jesus is not God. In my own experiences I’ve faced off with practitioners of world religions and American-based faith systems that deny the Deity of Christ. They confidently use this verse to make their point. And on the surface, it does seem like Jesus is indeed denying his own Deity. This is “what this verse” seems to say, but indeed, if one examines the whole of the Bible, both Old Testament and New Testament scriptures in abundance substantiate the Orthodox Christian major doctrine of the Deity of Christ. The rule is when the weight of scripture makes a case, then any singular verse that appears to contradict that has another interpretation. In this event, Jesus is referencing the office of the priesthood, not his own nature. This is a reasonable conclusion based on the weight of scripture. 
Divorce and Remarriage
Luke 16:18  Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery:
and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her husband committeth adultery.

It is not a stretch to say that God’s preferred method of adult life is to be married. Eve was created because no suitable helpmeet in all of creation could be found for Adam. The thirteenth chapter of 1 Corinthians is the great love chapter. Ephesians chapter five deals with family life. The entire book of the Song of Solomon is dedicated to romantic love. The Old Testament says that it is not good for a man to be alone. The New Testament says that it is better to marry than to burn with desire. There are manifold scriptures that declare the desirability and allowance provided for a man and a woman to be married. And there is one verse that is interpreted that if someone is divorced, they cannot remarry or they commit adultery. One verse. Is this really the interpretation? What about persons who come into the kingdom of God after having been divorced and remarried? Is there any hope for them? Not according to the doctrine being promoted that if you are divorced and remarried you commit adultery, the clear breaking of one of the Ten Commandments. The message is that divorce is grievous and lives are forever affected; it’s a last resort and to be avoided; do not be mistaken over its seriousness, but don’t be forever condemned if it occurs. Adultery is a sin against the body and causes emotional incongruity that leads to psychological problems. Avoid this path with all vigor.
Women in Ministry
1 Tim. 2:12 But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence.

This one verse has been used by many to hold down more than half of the Christian Church. Easily more than half of the adult population of the Church today is comprised of women. Women are allowed to teach Sunday School, elementary school, high school and college, hold political office, and have done so with tremendous success. The testimony of the Bible is that women are to be honored and respected. God’s way is that everyone has the opportunity to reach their fullest potential under His leading and guiding. Due to this one verse many organizations and persons have the attitude that a woman cannot be credentialed and certainly not ordained; but women had leadership positions throughout the Scriptures. There is order in the Godhead, and there is order in family, and there is order in the church. It is preferred for a man to lead a church, but it is entirely acceptable for a woman to hold leadership roles within the church. We make a very serious error when we cut half of all Christian candidates out of ministry opportunity by our interpretation of one verse and saying “that’s what the Bible says.”
Judging Others
Matthew 7:1 Judge not, that ye be not judged.
This verse is easily the most quoted verse in all of the Bible, especially amongst the unredeemed. And their application of this verse is intended to give one license to carry on in any manner of behavior they choose without challenge. Many within the Christian Church also shirk legitimate responsibility to confront an issue under the cloak of “well, I’m not to judge him.” There is a proper way to confront, and there are innumerable examples in the scriptures of confronting error; Jesus, Paul, Peter all confronted error. It is the faithless way, the lazy way, the cowardly way, and the God-dishonoring way to leave someone alone when they are involved in destructive behavior. To judge their heart is one thing, but to judge their actions is another. We are to be “fruit inspectors” and if the fruit is not good, then we have an obligation to admonish and correct a brother caught up in a fault, but to do so in love.
“The Gifts of the Spirit Have Passed Away”
1 Cor. 13:10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.

Set between two entire chapters on the Gifts of the Spirit in the Bible is this one verse in the great “Love chapter” of the Bible. Entire denominations have built their doctrine concerning the Gifts of the Spirit, as enumerated in 1 Corinthians 12 and 14, from this verse and concluded that the Gifts have been done away with. Major error. The Gifts of the Spirit were given to the Christian church for many purposes, not the least of which is to have the manifest power of God in our lives to live the Christian life and to have stronger churches. Do you think supernatural enabling from heaven would be useful today in individual and church life? The above verse is taken by some to mean that when the full canon of scripture was complete (…that which is perfect…), that the Gifts of the Spirit would no longer be needed. One verse. One verse. Nine supernatural Gifts of the Spirit, recognized throughout the New Testament, done away with in the Christian’s arsenal of weapons against the enemy, discounted and rejected and taught against and denied and left to sit unused because of an interpretation of this one verse. Be very careful when you build a major teaching around one verse. 
Sinless Perfection
I John 3:9 Whosoever is born of God does not commit sin; for his seed

remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

A quick, casual conclusion of this verse is that if one is Born Again, if one has taken Christ as Savior, if one is a Christian, then he does not sin and cannot commit sin. When this position is taken, then all other verses in the Bible that either describes sin, the sin nature, human nature, the struggle with sin, or give examples of sinful behavior, are all attributed to the non-Christian. But the Bible was not written for the non-Christian, it was written for the Christian, the follower of Christ. We have our spirits quickened at the point of conversion, but we are still housed in a body of flesh that now is at war with our spirit. It’s a lifelong tension that can be won, but to the point of sinless perfection, well, that comes when we are in heaven. Still, we pursue holiness and are quick to ask forgives of sin when sin is committed, either by what we have done or by what we should have done but did not.
When we succumb to the “One Verse” habit we can justify any position we want. We can justify deviant behavior, we can justify stealing, we can justify wife-swapping, we can justify lack of church attendance, we can justify not tithing, we can justify anything, right up to homosexual marriage. The Bible is really a series of “One Verse’s” but taken as a whole they create the superstructure for the establishment of major doctrine such that the Christian can live a life pleasing to God. Here’s one verse that’s safe:  Acts 17:11 These (the church at Berea) were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. The church in Berea was not suspicious, they “received the word with all readiness of mind” but they also were not gullible and didn’t swallow everything the preacher said, even when the preacher was Paul the Apostle! Rather, they “searched the scriptures” which means they didn’t just read one verse, but they studied the whole counsel of God. How else do you get the proper picture?
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